MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE
Tuesday, January 8, 2013, 7:00 p.m.
El Cerrito City Hall - City Council Chambers
10890 San Pablo Avenue

This Meeting Place Is Wheelchair Accessible
Miner called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.
Roll Call:
Chair Miner, Members Krueger, Benjamin, Dandridge, Spitalnik, Pavel, Solari and Weinstein
Absent: Vice-Chair Goudey
Also Present: Garth Schultz, Staff Liaison, Janet Abelson, Council Liaison, Stephen Pree, Environmental
Programs Manager and City Arborist
1. Comments from the public on non-agenda items
Kevin Wildenberg a recent El Cerrito resident since March 2012 introduced himself to the committee
and expressed his interest in joining the EQC. Kevin has a degree in Environmental Policy from UC
Santa Cruz and a degree in Environmental Planning from San Jose State. He works for an engineering
firm specializing in ground and water engineering. Kevin has submitted an application to join the
committee.
Jenny Hammer, resident of El Cerrito, former EQC member and member of Trail Trekkers informed
committee that a parcel (Security Owner/Busby Property) is for sale that connects Hillside North and
Hillside South. Jenny urges the EQC to recommend to the City Council that it be purchased by the
City and to help find funding. It would be beneficial for the City to buy this parcel that connects both
Hillsides for recreational use, creek restoration and wildlife preservation.
2. Approval of the Minutes
Weinstein made the motion to adopt the minutes of the Regular Committee meeting from December
11, 2012 seconded by Krueger. Motion passed unanimously.
3. Short-Term Trash Reduction Plan
Stephen Pree, Environmental Programs Manager and City Arborist presented a short term trash
reduction plan. All agencies (cities including El Cerrito) that have a permit are required to have a plan
to reduce trash 40% by 2014, 70% by 2017 and 100% by 2022. The single use plastic ban project in
2014 will help meet the 40% goal of trash reduction. Green Team Events (trash pick ups) will be
scheduled 4 per year on land clean ups to measure volumes of trash collected. 700 gallons of trash
were collected in the November 2012 clean up event. Pree committed to quarterly trash events and to
characterize the trash that is collected. He also committed to 12 events per year for creek and
shoreline clean ups. The City already has been having clean ups at Baxter Creek monthly. Miner
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asked if the plastic bag ban for 2014 would be at County or City level. Schultz answered that if the
plastic bag ban is adopted it would be at City level. Miner also asked if there would be any points for
the Styrofoam ban ordinance. Pree answered yes but not for the 2014 plan. Weinstein suggested
having green team clean up events every other month. Dandridge would like to create a spreadsheet
so they know in advance where and when a clean up would take a place from residents who would
like to organize a neighborhood clean up. Pree followed up to the suggestion that the volume of trash
collected would have to be categorized.
4. Subcommittee Report and Recommendation
Miner and Krueger reported from EQC Interview Subcommittee meeting held on 1/8/13 at 6:30 pm
and recommend to the EQC, that the EQC recommend to the City Council that Anh-vu Doan be
appointed to the EQC on March 1st, 2013 per request of Anh-vu because he has travel plans to
Vietnam in February. Anh-Vu has a B.S. degree in Environmental Science from U.C. Berkeley and is
currently studying Library Science at San Jose State. Krueger made the motion that the EQC
recommend to the City Council that Anh-vu Doan be appointed on March 1st seconded by Solari.
Motion passed unanimously.
5. Green Team: Updates and Action Items
Weinstein reported that the next Green Team Event will be on Saturday, January 19th “Gateway to the
City” clean up. Miner and Emily Corwin (former EQC Chair) will be there. Weinstein and Emily
will be in the north part of town and Miner will be in the south side of town. Weinstein would like to
have both North and South groups meet after for lunch. Friends of Five Creek and the EQC have an
event on Saturday, January 26, 2013 10:00 am – 12:30 pm. Volunteers who are interested should
meet at Douglass Drive off of Potrero Avenue.
6. Eco Film Series: Updates and Action Items
Pavel reported to the committee. The venue for the next film showing is yet to be determined
depending on the availability of the Rialto Theater. If the Rialto Theater is unavailable it will be at
Council Chambers at City Hall. Schultz will make a flier to promote event. The Human Rights
Commission wants to show “Connected” a film about social change. The film Subcommittee will
view the film to see if the EQC would like to co-sponsor the film showing with the Human Rights
Commission. “Building Healthy Communities” a film by a physician from UCLA to be shown either
in May (possibly early May after Earth Day) or in July. Pavel would like to bring the film maker for
this event. She would also like to schedule a date for the pre screening of this film not using a city
facility just to create a buzz before the event screening. Pavel asked for EQC members help to make
fliers and inviting people to the screening of “Rising Waters”. Benjamin, Solari, Krueger and
Spitalnik volunteered to help Pavel.
7. Announcements and future agenda
Abelson announced the new City Council had their first meeting in December 2012. The Council
interviewed over 30 people interested in joining commissions and committees. A couple of audience
members interested in joining the EQC were present at present meeting. The Recycling Center was
certified with LEED Platinum from the Green Building Council which is the highest level of
certification. City Hall is also certified as LEED but not platinum level.
Schultz announced there was a second reading of the change to the municipal code for the Rules of
Conduct at the Recycling Center. There will be a public meeting at the Recycling Center about the
Rules of Conduct on Thursday, February 21, 2013. The Environmental Services Division Newsletter
was mailed to all city postal addresses. Schultz reviewed highlights from the newsletter. Increased
services at Recycling Center now accepting fluorescent tubes/CFL’s and electronics. Garbage bills

had a rate increase although rates had not gone up in 2 years. East Bay Sanitary now offers new
services for its customers with extended office hours, online bill pay, and offers more services than
before. The EQC meeting on February 12, 2013 will have a large part of the meeting dedicated to the
Climate Action Plan public workshop held by Maria Sanders, Environmental Analyst. There will be a
film shown about the history of the Recycling Center on May 3, 2013 at the Recycling Center. Plastic
bag ban and Styrofoam ban will be worked on simultaneously to be reached by June 2013.
Weinstein suggested an agenda item to apply for a grant for greater trails and to connect trails as
expressed in the public comments from Jenny Hammer. Schultz asked whether to put it on the agenda
for February or March because a large part of the February meeting would be for the CAP workshop.
Abelson stated that it has already been brought to the Council and that the Council has identified
funding. Benjamin suggested a subcommittee about this topic. Abelson suggested putting on the
agenda to have the EQC’s position on the acquisition of the land for sale. Weinstein also would like
an information agenda item from Susan Schwartz, Friends of Five Creek about the Hillside Natural
Area and how the City can improve taking care of the hillside to be scheduled for the meeting in
March or April.
Miner suggested that he would like to have a day in May where people can trade their recyclables or
reusable’s rather than just dropping them off at the Recycling Center.
Pavel took a moment to acknowledge Weinstein for all his efforts in land preservation and with the
Trail Trekkers. She also would like to request funding for refreshments for the film “Rising Waters”
for the next agenda.
A member from the public would like urban planting and community gardens on a future agenda.
Someone suggested he should contact the EC Community Gardens group. Pavel liked his idea and
also suggested having an educational session before or during an EQC meeting. The member from
the public had a particular empty parcel as a great location for a community garden.
Abelson announced that on Monday, January 21, 2013, Martin Luther King Jr. Day there will be a
parade starting at the DMV at 9:00 or 9:30 am. The parade marches along San Pablo Ave and ends at
El Cerrito High School where there will be a program after the march showing the Presidential
Inauguration and invited EQC members and members of the public to participate.
8. Adjournment
Miner adjourned the meeting at 8:23 pm.

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Environmental Quality Committee regarding
any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at the El Cerrito Recycling Center
Offices at 7501 Schmidt Ln., El Cerrito, Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

