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Fun Time for All at July 4th Festival!

T

he el Cerrito Fourth of July Festival
offers fun for the whole family!
Come and enjoy face painting,
games, bounce houses, and rides for the
kids; carnival food, art show and sale,
fun activities such as eco-skating, Circus
imagination shows, a carnival parade
led by drummers and stilt-walkers from
loco Bloco, and much more! this year,
the Fourth of July Festival has new
extended hours so you can stay and
play until 6 p.m.

bracelet for unlimited fun. this year,
there will be an A
AtM machine on-site.

Admission is free; however, games, rides
and some activities require tickets. tickets
t
can be purchased at the Festival at two
for $1.00, or $20 per child for an all-day

Parking is limited, so
consider walking or
riding your bike to the
Festival. Also, water
will be provided for
free to people who
bring a re-usable drink
container.

13 t h a n n u a l !

National Night Out

E

National Night out
brings neighbors together for an
award-winning annual safety event
to prevent crime, drug use, and violence.
Join your neighbors and friends at a
summer evening block party and help
to make your neighborhood safer.

Also, be sure to visit the informational
booths of various City departments and
other local organizations.
the Fourth of July Festival will be held on
Saturday, July 4, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
at Cerrito Vista Park (and the adjacent
Portola Blacktop) on Moeser lane. Music
on the main stage will
continue until 7 p.m.

The annual City of
El Cerrito July 4
Festival offers good
music, good food
and good fun for
all ages!
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worldOne Festival presents Exciting
July 4th World Music program

O

for the eleventh year,
worldone Festival will offer free
musical performances from
around the world on the main stage of
the July 4th Festival. the entertainment
kicks off early with a performance
by DJ Santero/gira Mundial on Friday
night from 5 to 7 p.m.
NCe AgAiN,

Main stage performers on July 4 will
include:
 Diane Patterson, folk goddess
 Dore Coller and Friends,
Americana/Nu grass
 Turtle Island string Quartet,
Neo-Classical

 Dread Daze, reggae roots
 hairdoo, Conscious Soul Funk
 Amikaeyla gaston and Vudu stu,
latin SolJazz
 Baba Ken okulolo and
Afro-groove Connexion
in addition, DJ Santero and KeCg Station
Manager and worldone Festival Director,
Corey Mason (aka DJ worldonelove) will
be spinning tunes between sets throughout the day. the main stage is open from
10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. (Note: booths and rides
close at 6 p.m.). y
you are welcome to bring
your own blanket or low-back chairs.
Don’t forget the sun-screen too!

Sit back and relax, or get up and dance to the music on the main
stage from 10 a.m.–7 p.m. on Saturday.

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors

T

would like to thank all the
participants and sponsors who are contributing to the
July 4th Festival.

he City oF el Cerrito

FESTIv
FESTI
vAL SpONSO
ONSOr
rS:

While at the July 4th Festival, get your exclusive City of
El Cerrito lawn chairs for only $20 each while supplies last.
Ask at the information table for more details.
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East Bay Sanitary Company
Mechanics Bank
Pastime ace hardware
Prospect Sierra School
Windrush School

hillyard Inc.
Olivero Plumbing
Kistner, Savio & Rei
El Cerrito art association
Plaza auto

El Cerrito News and Views, Spring/Summer 2009

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Sunday, June 28, Home Expo
Don’t miss
this great
opportunity
to learn about
home repair
and home
improvement
projects, as
well as to talk
with local home improvement businesses.
When: 1–5 p.m.
Where: El Cerrito Community Center
7007 Moeser Lane

Three Fridays:
July 10, September 11, October 2
Stockton Avenue Art Stroll
The Stockton Avenue Arts District is
home to three galleries, a supportive merchant & civic community, and colorfully
talented neighbors, all who enjoy sharing
their love for the arts.
You are invited to come see what it’s all
about by strolling the Avenue this spring
and summer. Pick up a stroll brochure
at any of the host galleries on Art Stroll
night. Then, meet the artists and have
a great time exploring art.
Previous strolls have included 20 venues,
and over 70 artists. For more details,
contact Well Grounded Tea & Coffee Bar,
6925 Stockton Ave., 528-4709.

Saturday, August 8
Cinema in the Park:
Back to the Future
Enjoying
watching the
big screen . . .
outdoors!
The El Cerrito
Recreation
department is
hosting TWO Cinema in the Park nights
this summer. For movie details, visit
http://www.el-cerrito.org/recreation.
Pack a picnic dinner and bring your own
blanket or low-back chairs and enjoy the
1985 time-travelling hit, Back to the Future.
The snack bar will be open.

Monday, September 14
13th Annual
Dynamo
Golf Scramble

Saturday, September 26
TRI-CITY
SAFETY DAY

Play golf and raise money
for a good cause. All levels of play welcome. $135
per player. All proceeds
benefit the David Hunter
Memorial Youth Scholarship Fund and the Open
House Senior Center.
Last year’s tournament hosted close
to one hundred players who enjoyed
a shotgun format round of golf, a delicious lunch and great prizes while
raising over $10,000!
Golf

Look for the registration form in the
Recreation Brochure or call 559-7005
for more information. The deadline to
register to play is Friday, August 28.
Early bird discount ends August 3rd.
When: 8:15 a.m., Check-in
9:30 a.m., Shotgun Start
2:30 p.m., Lunch and Awards
Where: Mira Vista Country Club
7901 Cutting Blvd.

Saturday, September 19
Cinema in the Park: Big
Enjoying
watching the
big screen . . .
outdoors!
The El Cerrito 
Recreation
department is
hosting a free screening of the family
classic, Big, starring Tom Hanks. Pack
Cinema_Big
a picnic dinner and
bring your own
blanket or low-back chairs. For movie
details or other information, visit
http://www.el-cerrito.org/recreation.
If your business or organization would
like to become a Cinema in the Park
sponsor, call the Recreation Department
at 559‑7000.

A tradition for over
two decades, Tri-City
Safety Day gives
public safety agencies
serving El Cerrito,
Kensington and
Albany a chance to
meet and talk with
local residents in a
fun, informative manner. Firefighter
For more information, call the El Cerrito Fire Department
at 215-4450 during business hours.
When: 11 a.m.–3 p.m.
Where: El Cerrito Plaza at San Pablo
and Fairmount Avenues

Friday, October 2
CALIFORNIA ARTS DAY
The Arts and Culture
Commission will host
El Cerrito’s fourth
annual California
Arts Day celebration
on Friday, October 2.
California Arts Day
is an opportunity for
residents to enjoy
the many forms of
creativity that can be found in El Cerrito.
For the past four years, the City has
show
hosted a California Arts3264
Day Art
party
every
October. Several El Cerrito businesses
have also sponsored Arts Day events
throughout the month. El Cerrito businesses and arts and cultural groups are
once again invited to share their creative
talents and participate by sponsoring or
hosting an Arts Day event in October.
Contact Karen Pinkos, Assistant
City Manager, at 215-4302 or email
kpinkos@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us to be
included in this year’s California Arts
Day celebration!

When: 	Dusk
Where: 	Cerrito Vista Park
950 Pomona (at Moeser)

When: 	Dusk
Where: 	Cerrito Vista Park
950 Pomona (at Moeser)
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The Housing Element—a Key Part of the General Plan

The El Cerrito Housing Element is based
on four strategic goals: 1) conserve and
improve El Cerrito’s existing housing,
2) facilitate and encourage the development of housing to meet regional needs as
established by the Association of Bay Area
Governments (ABAG), 3) expand housing opportunities for the elderly, disabled
persons, very low- to moderate-income
households, and others with special
housing needs, and 4) promote housing
opportunities for all, regardless of race,
age, marital status, ancestry, national
origin or color.
State law requires local governments to
plan to meet their existing and projected
housing needs. Under state law, Housing
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State law requires that the housing needs
of all economic levels be addressed within
the Housing Element. However, particular
emphasis is placed on the needs of those
of moderate or below-moderate income
levels. In addition, issues specific to special
needs populations have priority.

community input is important
Cities implement their housing elements
through the housing development decisions of the Planning Commission and
City Council, the City’s housing programs,
and such regulatory tools as zoning. The
City works with the non-profit community and service providers to facilitate
development, and to preserve housing
options for all El Cerrito residents.
Community input is an important part
of the Housing Element Update. The
public process for the 2009–2014 Housing
Element will include workshops on housing issues, policy formation, and program
development and the Planning Commission and City Council will conduct
formal hearings to adopt the updated
Housing Element. Send written public
comments to: Jennifer Carman, City of
El Cerrito, Planning Division, 10890 San
Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, CA 94530.
For additional information on the Housing Element and the public meeting
schedule, please visit our web site at:
http://www.el-cerrito.org/planning/
HousingElement.html.

the Regional Housing
Needs Allocation (RHNA)
The Regional Housing Needs Allocation
(RHNA) is a requirement that all California cities provide their fair share of housing for all income levels and for special
needs populations. Within the Bay Area,
RHNA targets are determined by ABAG.

Age Distribution in El Cerrito
Age

The State of California has assigned
214,500 new housing units to the entire
Bay Area. El Cerrito is required to plan for
431 new housing units between 2007 and
2014. Of this total, 93 should be affordable to very low-income households, 59 to
low-income households, 80 to moderateincome households, and 199 to above
moderate-income households. (However,
although these units have been allocated
to El Cerrito as the City’s “fair share” of

El Cerrito Demographic Profile, 2006

implement Housing Element policies
and achieve stated goals.

total new housing, the actual development
of the units will be dependent on market
conditions and availability of housing
subsidies.)
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T

Elements must be updated every five
is part of El
Cerrito’s General Plan. It is a five-year years. (The previous Housing Element was
adopted in 2003.) The contents are estabblueprint for El Cerrito’s housing,
lished by state law and must include meaincluding housing for low income resisurable objectives. The Housing Element is
dents and those with special needs. The
subject to certification by the state.
Housing Element covers everything that
impacts housing, including population,
number of households and household
updating the Housing Element
size, housing prices and rents, housing
Updating the Housing Element presents
conditions, and market trends. This data
an opportunity for communities to plan
provides the basis for the policies and
for the future. This strategic planning is
actions the City will
essential for many
adopt in an effort to
reasons. First, it is
meet El Cerrito’s houspart of the process
Housing Tenure in El Cerrito
ing needs.
by which the City
Owner
gets access to the
occupied
Each community in
59%
State infrastructure
California is required
bonds necessary to
by the state to have
construct needed
a Housing Element
Renter
occupied capital improvement
as part of its adopted
projects. Second,
41%
General Plan. It
it
results in the
must be updated at
SOURCE: American Fact Finder, 2007
r

edevelopment/
regular intervals and
revitalization initiainclude the following
tives
by
which
the
City
puts its smart
information:
growth
principles
into
practice.
Third, it is
Housing charts
a chance to address the issue of balancing
 An assessment of housing
Tenure needs and
jobs and housing. Updating the Housan inventory of resources as well
ing Element should result in improved
as any factors making it difficult to
commute patterns because the City will
successfully meet those needs.
attempt to improve local employment by
 A statement of the community’s goals,
attracting new businesses. Fourth, planquantified objectives, and policies
ning means engaging the public in finding
governing housing.
a common understanding on which to
base the City’s land use strategies.
 A five-year schedule of actions to
he housing element

85+
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El Cerrito’s Budget Process
Balances Needs and Resources

T

Detective David Wentworth talks with
neighbors at a pot-luck style block party
in 2008.

is the City’s
financial plan. The budget book
includes detailed calculations for
expected revenues and expenditures in
the coming fiscal year, and also includes
a 10 year financial plan to help anticipate future needs and opportunities.

place to live, work, play, and shop. As
is always the case in local government,
development of an operating budget
presents a challenge, particularly tough
this year in light of the State of California budget problems and the overall
economic uncertainty.

The budget is a planning tool that
matches the services desired by the community with the estimated revenues
available to provide those services. It
reflects the City Council’s ongoing efforts
to continually improve El Cerrito as a

As part of its decision-making process,
the City Council developed the following
priorities for the 2009 operating budget:

Night out: Continued from page 1

year when both ends of the block get
together and you get to talk to each
other. We appreciated the visit from the
police officer who arrived on his motor
bike and spent ½ hour with our neighbors listening and talking about our
safety concerns.”

El Cerrito’s National Night Out 2009
(NNO) will be held on Tuesday evening,
August 4th. This safety event is presented
by the Crime Prevention Committee and
the Police Department and highlights
police-community partnerships.
National Night Out is a great opportunity for El Cerrito residents to organize
block parties with neighbors and friends.
Last year, hundreds of residents in 25
neighborhoods in El Cerrito participated in
“America’s Night Out Against Crime.” For
the fifth consecutive year, El Cerrito was
selected as a national award winner for
its outstanding level of participation. Last
year’s award was particularly significant
because it celebrated the 25th anniversary
of this prominent national civic event.
“National Night Out is an excellent event
which allows us to come closer with the
community we serve. The Crime Prevention Committee does a great job of
orchestrating an event in which both
the City and our Community can take
great pride,” said Police Commander
Michael Regan.
Here’s what some 2008 block hosts had
to say about their experience:
 “We’ve hosted National Night Out
parties every year. The program
continues to be an important and fun
event for the whole neighborhood.”
 “National Night Out was, overall,
fantastic. This is the only time of

he annual budget

 “People look forward to this event.
As a catalyst, National Night Out has
spawned our interest in wanting to
start a Neighborhood Watch program.”
You are encouraged to host a block party
on your street to bring your neighbors
together and make your neighborhood
safer. Block parties can be as simple or
as elaborate as you wish! Register your
National Night Out Block Party today
and receive:
 Street Closure Permit (fees waived)
	Tips on how to strengthen neighborhood safety awareness
	Information on available City resources
 Visit from a police officer and other
city representatives during your
block party

 Fiscal responsibility
 Maintain high quality level of services
to the community
 Continued emphasis on the development, and implementation of the City
infrastructure and capital projects
	Environmental stewardship
	Economic development
The City’s Financial Advisory Board (or
FAB), a group of residents appointed by
the City Council, volunteer their time
to review the proposed annual budget
and long-term financial plan and provide input to the City Council and the
Redevelopment Agency on major expenditures and revenue sources.
Each year, in May and June, the FAB
and the City Council hold numerous
public meetings on the budget. The City
Council adopts the new budget before
the end of the fiscal year on June 30.
Copies of the 2009–10 Budget Book are
available for review at City Hall during
business hours, and can be downloaded
from http://www.el-cerrito.org/
admin/city_manager.html.

For more information and to register for
National Night Out, contact the Crime
Prevention Committee at 215-4414,
Ext. 30, or visit www.el-cerrito.org/
police and click on “Night Out.” And
be sure and visit us at the Crime Prevention Committee’s booth at the City’s
July 4th Festival!
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Red Flags Warn of Extreme Fire Danger in El Cerrito

O

ver the summer,

Firefighters will
be raising red
flags at local fire stations to warn residents
whenever there are
extreme fire weather
conditions. “Red Flag
Warnings are part of
an increased effort to
inform the public of
anticipated or existing
extreme fire conditions
in the local area and to
encourage wildland fire
prevention,” explained
El Cerrito Fire Marshal
Michael Bond.

Fire Marshal Michael
Bond anticipates
that Red Flag Warnings will be issued
on several days this
summer. “When
these extreme fire
weather warnings
are issued, fire stations in the affected
areas will raise the
red flag and implement the additional
measures,” Bond
said.
The City and Fire
Department are
doing their part to
reduce wildland fire
threat to El Cerrito.

Firefighter/Engineer, Kathy Halligan
This year the Fire
places a Red Flag warning sign at
Department will be
implementing additional Arlington Park.
measures to reduce the
Are you ready to do your part?
risk of igniting a wildfire and to improve
There are a few things you can do to help
wildfire suppression capabilities on Red
protect El Cerrito when you see the red
Flag Warning days.
warning flags flying over fire stations.
In order to reduce the risk of igniting
a wildfire on Red Flag Warning days,
the El Cerrito Fire Department will be
suspending permission for the use of
barbecues in high risk parks. The parks
that will prohibit barbequing during
extreme fire weather days are: Arlington
Park, Canyon Trail Park, Huber Park
and Tassajara Park.

 Be alert and report any small fires
immediately by calling 9-1-1.
	If you are using a cell phone, call
Emergency Dispatch at 237-3233.

	Have a plan for gathering family
members, pets, and valuables in case
an approaching wildfire requires
evacuations.
	Use extra caution when using barbecues. Never barbeque around
dry vegetation and make sure coals
are completely extinguished before
removing them.
 Always dispose of cigarettes properly
in a non-combustible container. Do not
discard on roadsides or dry grass.
	Use extra caution when you park your
vehicle. Avoid parking your car on
weeds or dry grass as weeds and grass
are highly combustible.
The red warning flags were provided to
fire stations in Contra Costa and Alameda
Counties by the Diablo Fire Safe Council.
Residents with questions about Red Flag
Warnings are encouraged to go online to
the Diablo Fire Safe Council’s website
at www.diablofiresafe.org or call the
El Cerrito Fire Department at 215-4450.
Residents who see a fire should report it
immediately by calling 9-1-1. Cell phone
users are encouraged to call Dispatch at
237-3233 for direct local response.

Taking a Bite Out of Crime!

Each of these parks will have at least
two signs posted to inform users that
barbequing has been suspended. In
addition, the City may also close the
Hillside Natural Area and Memorial
Grove, a 90-acre open space park, in
an effort to prevent fires in the wildland
area. Once the Red Flag Warning has
been lifted, all parks will be reopened
to barbecuing.
To enhance our wildfire suppression
capabilities on Red Flag Warning days,
the Fire Department will increase staffing at Fire Stations 65 and 72 to four
personnel each between the hours of
7:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. This additional
staffing will greatly enhance our initial
wildfire attack capabilities and significantly reduce the likelihood of a catastrophic fire taking hold in El Cerrito.
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The El Cerrito Police Department has a new member thanks to the East Bay Alarm Association.
EBAA donated a new McGruff costume to assist the Police Department with their outreach and
crime prevention programs.
El Cerrito News and Views, Spring/Summer 2009

In Memoriam

E

arlier this year, the City of El
 errito tragically lost two employees.
C
Both men will be missed.

David Garrett
Fire Engineer
David Garrett
passed away in
March. A twenty
year veteran of
the El Cerrito Fire
Department, Dave
began his career
with the City in
1989 as a Firefighter
and was promoted to Engineer in 2004.
Dave was known and loved by all for his
good humor, fantastic cooking and larger
than life presence.
A trust fund has been established to support his 13-year-old daughter, Tiaira. To
contribute to the Tiaira Garrett Education Trust, please visit or send donations to: Mechanics Bank, 9996 San Pablo
Avenue, El Cerrito, CA 94530.

Bruce King
Maintenance/
Engineering Services Manager
Bruce King passed
away in April. He
worked for the City
of El Cerrito for
over fourteen years
in the Public Works
Department. He
was the City’s Maintenance/Engineering
Services Manager for the past 9.5 years.
Co-workers remember Bruce’s laid back
nature, his depth of knowledge about
horticulture and landscaping, and his
amazing memory for trivia, facts, data
and history of happenings in the City.
The City is currently accepting donations to support creating a dog park in
Bruce’s memory. To contribute to the
Bruce King Memorial Dog Park Fund,
please download the donation form from
www.el-cerrito.org/public_works. You
can also mail a check payable to the City
of El Cerrito to: Attn: Finance Department, City of El Cerrito, 10890 San Pablo
Avenue, El Cerrito, CA 94530.

El Cerrito City Hall Certified Green

O

the El Cerrito
City Hall received certification
as a Green Business through the
Contra Costa Green Business Program.
n March 4, 2009,

The Green Business Program recognizes
businesses and public agencies
who successfully demonstrate
full compliance with local environmental regulations and take
action beyond what is required
to implement environmentallysound practices in four areas—
energy efficiency, water conservation, solid
and hazardous waste reduction and pollution prevention. The Green Business certificate must be renewed every three years.
The El Cerrito City Hall is one of 30 public
facilities in Contra Costa County that have
received certification.
To date, 25 businesses and organizations
in El Cerrito, including City Hall and the
El Cerrito Recycling Center, have been

certified as green businesses. To find out
which other El Cerrito businesses are
green, visit www.ecenvironment.org
and click on “Green Living” or visit the
Economic Development web page at
www.discoverelcerrito.com.
If you would like to find out
what it takes to become a
certified Green Business or to
apply, contact Claudia Pingatore
at the Green Business Program
in Contra Costa. Email
cpingatore@hsd.cccounty.us or
call (925) 646-2286.
Shop Green! Look for the Bay Area Green
Business Program logo at participating
businesses, or visit the Shop Green website at http://www.greenbiz.ca.gov/
ShopGreenCCC.html for a list of greencertified auto repair shops, grocery stores,
printers, hotels, landscapers, restaurants
and other types of companies.

CERT Teaches Disaster Preparedness

W

ill you be prepared if an earthquake, wildfire, or other disaster
strikes? Did you know that you
may be on your own for the first 72
hours after a major disaster?

You can prepare yourself by learning the
skills necessary to put out a fire, rescue a
trapped victim, perform medical triage,
or handle other emergencies by completing the free Community Emergency
Response Teams (or CERT) Training
Course. CERT (formerly known as the
NEAT program) is a comprehensive program that will teach you:
 Disaster First Aid Training
 Disaster Preparedness
 Basic Firefighting
	Light Search and Rescue
 Damage Assessment
	How to Turn Off Utilities
The standard CERT course includes 20
hours of training, plus a full-day drill,
leading to certification in basic disaster
response skills. An alternative course, the
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CERT Boot Camp, is a condensed oneday program that is designed to introduce
participants to all CERT program areas
but does not lead to certification. Both
the CERT Course and CERT Boot Camp
are offered free of charge and will prepare
you to better respond to a disaster.
The standard CERT course is offered
many times a year in either an 8-week
evening or a weekend format.
The next CERT course starts on Wednes
day, September 2, at the Kensington
Community Center (59 Arlington Avenue, Kensington). The class is from 6:30
to 9 p.m. each Wednesday night and
ends with a mandatory drill on Saturday,
October 24.
The next CERT Boot Camp is offered
on October 10th from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at the Kensington Community Center
(59 Arlington Avenue, Kensington).
For more information and to register for
CERT training, contact CERT Program
Coordinator Battalion Chief Dave Gibson
at 215-4450 or fire@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
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City of El Cerrito
City Hall
10890 San Pablo Ave.
El Cerrito, CA 94530

El CERRITO POSTAL PATRON

Renew Your
Business License

A

THE CITY OF

EL CERRITO
EL CERRITO CITY COUNCIL
Mayor Sandi Potter
Mayor Pro Tem Janet Abelson
Councilmember Ann Cheng
Councilmember Greg Lyman
Councilmember William C. Jones, III
CITY WEBSITE

www.el-cerrito.org

CITY HALL
10890 San Pablo Ave.
(All area codes 510)
Administration
215-4300
City Clerk
215-4305
City Council
215-4305
City Manager
215-4300
Employee Services
215-4315
Environmental Services
215-4350
Finance
215-4310
Housing 		215-4380
Redevelopment
215-4380
Community Development
Building
Economic Development
Planning

215-4380
215-4360
215-4380
215-4330

Public Works
Corporation Yard
Engineering
Maintenance
Street Paving

215-4369
215-4382
215-4369
219-4155

Recycling Center
7501 Schmidt Lane
Environmental Services Division 215-4350
Community Center
7007 Moeser Lane
Recreation Department
Swim Center

559-7000
559-7011

The Open House Senior Center
6500 Stockton Ave.
Senior Services
559-7677
Public Safety Building,
10900 San Pablo Ave.
Emergency*
911		
Police/Fire/Medical Dispatch 237-1214
*	Cell phone users should call dispatch in an
emergency for direct local response.
Fire (Administration)
Police (Administration)

215-4450
215-4400

City Hall Holidays (office closed):
Independence Day, Monday, July 6
Labor Day, Monday, September 5
City Council regular meetings:
Tuesday, July 7 (7/20 cancelled)
Monday, August 17 (8/3 cancelled)
Monday, September 21 (9/7 cancelled)
City Council meetings are held at City Hall,
10890 San Pablo Ave. Regular Council
meetings are broadcast live on Comcast
Cable channel 28 and are also available
live online. To watch the meeting online,
go to www.el-cerrito.org and click on
the “Streaming Media” button. Schedules
are subject to change; please check 
www.el‑cerrito.org for updates.
To download the City Council meeting
agenda packet, go to www.el-cerrito.org,
click on “Government,” go to “City Council
Agenda.” Agendas are available at least
three days prior to each meeting.
printed on recycled paper

ll businesses and service providers
operating in the City of El Cerrito
are required to hold a current Business License Tax Certificate. Current
licenses will expire on June 30, 2009 and
must be renewed or the business owner
will be subject to penalties.

The Business License Tax varies by type
of business. For example, fixed place
businesses are assessed per number
of employees, rentals are assessed per
dwelling unit, and taxicabs and delivery
vehicles are assessed per vehicle.
If you are a fine arts teacher or operate
a business that made $8,733 or less last
year, or if you run a Section 501(c)(3)
non-profit, you may be exempt from the
license tax.
“Annual business licenses will be subject
to penalties if payment is not received
by the end of the grace period on July
31, 2009,” said Mary Dodge, the City’s
Finance Director.
Based on your type of business, you
may need additional permits or licenses
in order to operate in El Cerrito. These
include taxicab, bingo, conditional use
and other permits. You may also need
federal, state, or county permits or
licenses, such as the California Seller’s
Permit or the State Contractor’s License.
For more information, please contact
the Finance Department on the web at
www.el-cerrito.org/admin/blt.html,
by phone at 215-4335, or by email at
lframsted@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

