AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE
Tuesday, March 13 2012, 7:00 p.m.
El Cerrito City Hall – Council Chambers
10890 San Pablo Avenue
This Meeting Place Is Wheelchair Accessible
Roll Call: Chair Corwin, Vice-Chair Miner, Members Krueger, Benjamin, Dandridge,
Spitalnik, Pavel, Goudey, Huang, Solari, Egherman and Weinstein
1. Comments from the public on non-agenda items – 7:00
Speakers are limited to 3 minutes for comment on non-agenda items. Comments regarding items on
the agenda may be brought during discussion of those items and are subject to the same limits.
2. Approval of the Minutes – 7:05
Consider a motion adopting the minutes of the Regular Committee meeting on February 13, 2012 and
the Special Subcommittee meeting on February 23, 2012.
3. Presentation from Barbara Chan, Green Chamber of Commerce – 7:10
Founded in 2007 in the Bay Area, The Green Chamber of Commerce, the 501(c)6 nonprofit is a
growing and diverse business network dedicated to promoting the success of its members, supporting
the development of sustainable business practices, and advocated for green public policy.
4. Green Business Program Sponsorship, Claudia Pingatore – 7:25
Hear from Ms. Pingatore regarding the Contra Costa County Green Business Program. The City is
being asked to be a FY 12/13 sponsor. Consider a motion of $250 to contribute to program
sponsorship and designate an EQC member to participate in the Program.
5. Universal Plumbing Code Revision, impact on greywater and rainwater collection – 7:45
Hear report regarding proposed changes to the Universal Plumbing code and the impact to greywater
and rainwater systems. Consider a motion recommending that the City Council send a letter
supporting less-restrictive standards than those being proposed.

COMMUNICATION ACCESS INFORMATION
To request a meeting agenda in large print, Braille, or on cassette, or to request a sign language
interpreter for the meeting, call Garth Schultz, Staff Liaison at 559-7684 (voice) at least FIVE (5)
WORKING DAYS NOTICE PRIOR TO THE MEETING to ensure availability.
10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, CA 94530 Tel: 510-559-7684

E-mail: gschultz@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

6. Report on Draft Compostable Food Ware Ordinance – 8:00
Hear report regarding February 23 subcommittee meeting. Consider a motion to send a memo the
Environmental Services Division Manager regarding the Committee’s recommendations and Draft
Language of a Food Ware Ordinance.
7. Eco Film Series Update – 8:20
Hear updates regarding upcoming public subcommittee meetings and film showings on 3/17/12 (10
a.m.) and 4/13/12 (7 p.m.). Possibly consider motions regarding logistics (film choice, expenses, etc.)
related to these two subcommittee meetings / film showings.
8. Green Team Updates – 8:40
Consider a motion to sponsor Friends of Five Creeks Hillside Plant Survey on 3/18. Hear an update
Baxter Creek Work Parties. Per decision at the February EQC meeting, there will be a noticed Green
Team Subcommittee meeting on March 20 and on the following 3rd Tuesdays of every 3rd month
(March, June, September, December).
9. 2012 Goals and Priorities Facilitation, Follow-up – 8:50
Hear recap from the Chair regarding February’s Goals and Priorities process and hear from any
members who wish to be included in any activities (subject to quorum restrictions).
10. Announcements and future agenda items – 9:00
Hear brief announcements about Council liaison, staff liaison, EQC member activities, and
announcements, and suggestions for future EQC agenda items.
Future Agenda Items


Climate Action Plan Update (April)



Foodware Ordinance Recommendation (May)

Staff Announcements


Recycling Center Volunteer and Docent engagement



ESD Calendar of Events

11. Adjournment – 9:15

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Environmental Quality Committee regarding any item
on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at the El Cerrito Recycling Center Offices at 7501
Schmidt Lane, El Cerrito, Monday - Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. & 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Date:

March 13, 2012

To:

Melanie Mintz, Environmental Services Division Manager

From:

El Cerrito Environmental Quality Committee

Subject:

Proposed Foodware Ordinance to Reduce the Use of Polystyrene Foam Food and
Beverage Containers in the City of El Cerrito

The purpose of this memo is to present the Environmental Quality Committee’s (EQC) Foodware
Ordinance Ad Hoc Subcommittee (Ad Hoc Subcommittee) recommended sustainable foodware
ordinance elements. The Ad Hoc Subcommittee has drafted language for City staff and the public
to consider specifically in-line with the EQC’s goal to reduce the use of polystyrene food and
beverage containers within the City. This goal is based on EQC research that revealed:
1. Plastic take-out containers are a major component of urban litter. Styrofoam
and plastic food packages clog municipal storm drains and are some of the most
ubiquitous trash items fouling the Bay and local waterways.
2. Styrofoam and plastic food containers never biodegrade and will remain with us
for thousands of years, harming wildlife and polluting our shores.
3. Polystyrene foodware has no appreciable recycling market. New products use
only virgin, petroleum-based material with no recycled content.
The attached draft sustainable foodware ordinance was developed using examples from the City of
Richmond, Fremont, Palo Alto, and Millbrae. Specific points the Ad Hoc Subcommittee
considered during development are summarized below.
The Ad Hoc Subcommittee recommends the ordinance not require compostable foodware,
but instead state that “all food vendors using disposable food service ware use
compostable, reusable, or recyclable food service ware.” The proposed ordinance also
states that it is strongly encouraged that foodware used at City Facilities be reusable or
compostable, where practical.
The Ad Hoc Subcommittee recommends the ordinance require all activities involving any
form of food service held in City facilities, including all rental facilities, clubhouses, and
other venues, use only recyclable or compostable foodware that is accepted and processed
in the City’s contracted waste collection system. The Ad Hoc Subcommittee does not
recommend that the ordinance provisions extend to community members renting or
reserving space at City park picnic tables for events.
The Ad Hoc Subcommittee recommends the definition of “Disposable Food Ware” exclude
lids and straws because compostable or recyclable variations of these products are not
readily available. The “Disposable Food Ware” definition does however include utensils.

Agenda Item No.
Presented with the alternatives for ordinance language covering “Food Providers” as in
Richmond or “Food Vendors”, the subcommittee agreed that the definition of “Food
Provider” was more over-reaching than the subcommittee felt comfortable recommending,
because of its inclusion of any “entity, group or individual”.
In review of the Exemptions, the Ad Hoc Subcommittee recommends the City Manager
should grant exemptions where appropriate, for an amount of time to be determined by the
City Manager. Where other ordinances specified the exemption period to be one year; the
subcommittee did not want to place an undo burden on staff or businesses to reapply for the
exemption.
The Ad Hoc Subcommittee discussed the possible ordinance violation and penalties and
agreed to recommend the language adopted by the City of Richmond, primarily for
consistency because of the proximity of the El Cerrito and Richmond businesses on San
Pablo Avenue. Richmond’s ordinance states that after a written warning notice of a
violation, vendors have 30 days to comply or they will be found guilty of a misdemeanor
with appropriate first tier administrative fines. The Ad Hoc Subcommittee wants to be
clear that the proposed penalty resulting from violation of the ordinance is not intended to
generate revenue or cause harm to violators.
The Ad Hoc Subcommittee recommends the ordinance be effective 60 days after the date
of its adoption by Council.
The Ad Hoc Subcommittee would like to meet with you to review the proposed approach and
requests an invitation be sent to City food vendors to attend a public meeting to review elements
and language in the potential ordinance. It is also recommended that the invitation include followup information about the reimbursement funds available for vendors to test alternative foodware
materials.
To generate interest in the public meeting from food vendors the Ad Hoc
Subcommittee proposes to canvas El Cerrito businesses to advertise the meeting, the ordinance,
and the reimbursement funds.
Following the public meeting, the proposed language would be revised according to the public’s
input and then redrafted for presentation to the EQC to recommend to the City Council. The
public meeting would be scheduled for the week of May 13, 2012 and the EQC would consider a
complete memo to the City Council at its June 11, 2012 meeting.
We truly appreciate the collaborative and supportive efforts of the City staff and look forward to
working with you to further develop the proposed sustainable foodware ordinance and bring this
important issue to the City Council.
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For consideration by EQC:

A draft position letter regarding California greywater and rainwater code
revisions for potential recommendation to the City Council

Laura Allen of Greywater Action (who spoke at the January 2012 EQC meeting) circulated a call
for comments on the new CA plumbing code revisions that may adversely effect implementation
of greywater and rainwater systems. Suggested language for a letter to decision makers is
provided by Greywater Action (copied below).

From Greywater Action:
http://greywateraction.org/alert/2012/03/01/ca-greywater-and-rainwater-code-stake
California Greywater (and Rainwater) Code at Stake!
Mar 1, 2012
Your help is needed!
A new state proposal is set to adopt more a restrictive code which will move California backward
and prevent more widespread use of rainwater and greywater. This proposed code covers
residential and commercial applications.
As part of a triennial code adoption process the recent (2009) California greywater code is being
thrown out and replaced with a more restrictive and cumbersome code. This new proposed code
also includes rainwater--with overly stringent requirements--which would make many back yard
rain barrel and cistern systems illegal.
Even if you don't live in California your voice is needed. This proposed code is part of the
"Universal Plumbing Code" which is adopted by many states in the US. If California rejects the
stringent components it can help other states do the same.
For a more sustainable water future for California we need to change this proposed code! Please
send comments (example letter below) and forward this widely.

Sample Letter:
I am concerned about the proposed adoption of Chapter 16 of the Uniform Plumbing Code for
California. I believe we need a code that will encourage and support water reuse so we can
protect California's water resources and reduce our consumption of fresh water supplies.
I want California to support low cost, safe and legal systems. Please do not adopt the proposed
code until it has been changed so it can benefit, not harm our water future.
I urge you to make the following changes to the code:
1) Restore any text present in the current greywater code that is missing in the proposed code.
2) Don't include more restrictive and prohibitive language in the new code for greywater systems.
3) Allow for simple and legal back yard rainwater harvesting systems including gravity fed
rainwater irrigation systems with no permit and no treatment of the water (i.e. chlorine)
4) Greatly increase the size of rainwater storage that doesn't require a permit. Other states allow
safe types of cisterns up to 5,000 gallons with no permit. The proposed 360 gallons is much too
small, that is only the size of 7 rain barrels.
Thank you for your prompt attention to these issues.
(your name)
Other things to include:
 If you have greywater or rainwater systems in your home
 If this could affect your business
 Other local water issues that make this an important issue
If you are able to attend a March 7th stakeholders meeting in Sacramento about this please
see the details below.
Download the draft proposal here.
http://greywateraction.org/sites/default/files/laura/Mar12/Draft2012%20UPC%20Chapter%2016_
CBSC.pdf
California Plumbing Code Chapter 16 for graywater and rainwater – 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Location at HCD headquarters in Sacramento
Department of Housing and Community Development
Division of Codes and Standards
1800 3rd Street, Room 260-33
Sacramento, CA 95811-6944
Teleconferencing will not be available for the meeting on March 7th; however, if you are unable to
attend, please forward any comments or recommendations for residential applications to Shawn
Huff, Housing Standards Programs Manager, at shuff@hcd.ca.gov.
For comments on commercial scale projects send to Enrique Rodriguez, Associate Construction
Analyst, enrique.rodriguez@dgs.ca.gov, (916) 263-0916.

Send comments on code revision to:
Shawn Huff (from Department of Housing and Community Development)
shuff@hcd.ca.gov
Enrique Rodriguez (from Building Standards Commission)
enrique.rodriguez@dgs.ca.gov
Governor Jerry Brown
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 445-2841
Fax: (916) 558-3160
http://gov.ca.gov/m_contact.php
State Senators:
Hancock, Loni
http://sd09.senate.ca.gov/
1515 Clay Street
Oakland, CA 94612
(510) 286-1333
DeSaulnier, Mark
http://sd07.senate.ca.gov/
1350 Treat Blvd.
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(925) 942-6082
Assembly Member:
Skinner, Nancy
http://asmdc.org/members/a14/
1515 Clay Street
Suite 2201
Oakland, CA 94612
(510) 286-1400

