MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Mayor and City Council
Karen Pinkos, City Manager
July 18, 2019
City Manager’s Update

July is Park and Recreation Month! Since 1985, America has celebrated Park and
Recreation Month each July, and the goal is to raise awareness of the vital impact that
parks and recreation has on communities across the United States. There is no doubt of
the impact that parks and recreation has had here in El Cerrito. Our Recreation
Department—aka the “Department of Fun”—manages a full range of recreational
services, special activities, and events for people of all ages. Recent surveys have verified
that the City’s parks and recreation network is treasured by our residents and receives
active community use. Our talented and dedicated Recreation team works hard to
provide El Cerrito with the best programming for a fantastic value.
Our summer camps this year are positively buzzing with activity. As I checked out the day
camps a couple of weeks ago, I saw kids of all ages having a blast—playing sports, making
treasures, swimming, learning, and making friends, all under the watchful eyes of our
trained and friendly counselors and staff. This week marks our annual sleepaway camp
offering at Camp Ravencliff, and so far, the pictures on Instagram (follow at
@ecrecreation) are showing yet another excellent camp experience for everyone in
attendance.
And of course, our July 4/World One Festival was once again a tremendous success. It
was wonderful to see so many of our neighbors at Cerrito Vista Park enjoying the
beautiful day, with great music, fun games, and tasty food! I particularly loved seeing
community members interacting with our City team and taking advantage of all that the
day had to offer. It truly takes a village to put the Festival together, so thanks to all our
staff and volunteers who made the magic happen.
Our parks, facilities, and recreation programs are truly first-rate and a huge part of why
once again, residents have rated our quality of life here in El Cerrito so highly. Our Parks
and Recreation Master Plan, adopted in April, shows that we must work diligently to
maintain, update, and improve the City’s existing recreation facilities and program space,
to modernize and to meet demands in use, and support the programs and amenities that
our residents desire.
This week, the City Council has given voters the opportunity to maintain our highly
valued parks and recreation network by placing the renewal of Measure A on the
November 2019 ballot. Measure A was originally passed in 2000 and rebuilt and
renovated the El Cerrito Swim Center, rehabilitated Canyon Trail Clubhouse, and
improved access and renovated the restrooms at Harding, Huber, and Poinsett Park
Clubhouses. Measure A also paid for capital improvements at the Swim Center over the

CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
years, including the installation of the Splash Park, new heaters, landscape
improvements, and energy efficiency upgrades.
If Measure A is extended at the current rate, which is $58.46 per year for single-family
homes, the City can continue to fund maintenance and improvements at our parks and
recreation facilities as detailed in the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. These funds
would be restricted only for the maintenance and enhancement of El Cerrito’s parks and
recreation facilities. This includes the Swim Center pools, locker rooms, and restrooms;
protecting natural areas, greenways, and open space; increasing urban forest and
vegetation management including fire hazard reduction; maintaining and improving
program space for children, families, adults, and seniors; maintaining and improving City
parks, paths, and playfields; replacing aging playgrounds and improving safety;
addressing recreation facilities seismic issues; upgrading irrigation systems to conserve
water; and improving trash and litter clean-up. The renewal will continue strict
accountability and oversight of the funds. As part of the annual audit, the City’s
independent auditor will prepare a report regarding the revenue from the measure and
expenditure of funds, and the Financial Advisory Board will review the report annually.
Additionally, as part of the City’s biennial budget process, the El Cerrito Park and
Recreation Commission will review proposed expenditures for alignment with the Parks
and Recreation Facilities Master Plan and prepare a report to the City Council.
More information on the ballot measure can be found at el-cerrito.org/2019Measure,
and anyone with questions can contact City Clerk Holly Charléty at hcharlety@ci.elcerrito.ca.us.
Happy Park and Recreation Month and enjoy life in El Cerrito!
Karen Pinkos
City Manager
City of El Cerrito
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CITY MANAGEMENT
67th Annual Commissioner Recognition Dinner
On June 7, the City Council hosted its 67th Annual Recognition Dinner for our
volunteers on Boards, Commissions and Committees. Just under 100 commissioners,
guests, and staff attended this great event which was held for the second year at a
local El Cerrito favorite, Los Moles Restaurant. Chef Lito Saldana put together a
delicious buffet and was a wonderful host for the event. The City Council recognized
the hard work of all our volunteers, with special thanks and recognition to 19 outgoing
members. City staff would like to again extend their appreciate for the dedication and
countless hours of volunteering by members on our 13 City advisory bodies.
Measure to be voted on November 5, 2019
A dedicated page for the November 2019 Ballot Measure regarding the Parks and
Recreation Facilities Maintenance and Enhancement Special Tax is now available on
the city’s elections website at www.el-cerrito.org/2019measure. There you will find
relevant information regarding the measure, including the ballot question, proposed
ordinance, and once filed, the city attorney’s impartial analysis and measure
arguments. Detailed information regarding measures in general can be found at
www.el-cerrito.org/measures. This includes Voter Registration Guide components,
who can submit measure arguments, and argument submission information such as
confidentiality, withdrawal/changes, public access, content, format and word count.
The deadline to file a Primary Argument In Favor or Against this measure is 4:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, July 30, 2019. Primary Arguments are limited to 300 words. The deadline
for filing a Rebuttal Argument is 4:00 p.m. on August 6, 2019. Rebuttal Arguments are
limited to 250 words. For more information, please contact the City Clerk at
cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or 510-215-4305.
City Hall Gallery Space Exhibit
We are pleased to announce the new exhibit in the City Hall Gallery Space “Experiments with Color and Texture” by Kenneth Courter. Next time you are at City
Hall, come upstairs and check it out! The show features 12 works of oil on canvas and
will be on display July 15 through August 22, 2019. The artist is hosting a reception,
which is open to the public, on Sunday, July 28, from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Flyer
attached.

CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
EC Stars Interns
For the last 4 weeks, the City has hosted 6 El Cerrito High School students as interns
through the West Contra Costa Unified School District’s El Cerrito Stars Program. All
interns will be seniors this upcoming academic year and have served in various
capacities in City Administration, Information Technology, Police, Recreation, and
Public Works. Their projects ranged from helping with business license renewals to
setting up technology systems. We are grateful for their help and wish them the best
in their senior year of high school.
Poet Laureate at 4th of July Festival
The City’s Poet Laureate, Dani Gabriel, worked with the community to create a
collective poem written by people who visited her at the 4th of July Festival! You can
see the poem in the attachment sections of this update.

PG&E WILDFIRE SAFETY
PG&E Helicopters
As part of Pacific Gas and Electric Company's (PG&E) enhanced wildfire safety efforts,
they will be inspecting power lines using helicopters equipped with Light Detection
and Ranging (LiDAR) technology. These inspections are in addition to PG&E's annual
patrols of overhead power lines and will help gather data to allow them to identify
trees located near power lines that could pose a safety concern.
These inspections are taking place across over 25,000 miles of distribution lines in
locations that have been designated as at elevated or extreme risk of wildfire based
on the California Public Utilities Commission High Fire-Threat District Map – including
the East Bay Hills. The inspections are part of PG&E's expanded and enhanced
vegetation management work, implemented following the 2017 and 2018 wildfires as
one of many additional precautionary measures intended to further reduce wildfire
risk.
What you can expect:
• Inspections will take place between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
• Helicopters will be flying along distribution power lines at an altitude of about 300
to 500 feet.
• Helicopter pilots will generally remain in the airspace over PG&E's right-of-way. In
the course of re-examining sections of power line, pilots may need to take wide
bank turns outside the right of-way.
• They will follow all safety standards and Federal Aviation Administration
regulations.
For more information on the helicopter inspections , please call 877-295-4949 or
email wildfiresafety@pge.com with questions about this work.

July 18, 2019
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FIRE
State Homeland Security Grant
The Fire Department has received a $14,508 grant for rope rescue equipment. The
equipment is used for high anchor points in
performing rescues on mountain sides or steep
slopes. This grant was received through the
Contra Costa County Sheriffs Office of
Emergency Services. This equipment will
complement the Fire Department’s technical
rescue program and provide greater safety and
efficiency when dealing with this type of an
incident. The picture to the right is from a recent
training in Chico that some of our new
firefighters attended.
Vegetation Hazard Mitigation
As reported last month, the Fire Department issued almost 1,000 violations for
properties that did not meet the City’s Vegetation Management Policy (Weed
Abatement). Daily, the Fire Department’s Fire Prevention Office has been out in the
City conducting inspections and meeting with residents to explain why their property
is not in compliance. Progress to abate weeds and fire hazards is being made.

POLICE
El Cerrito Police Department Explorers
Law Enforcement Exploring is a hands-on program open to young men and women who
are interested in a career in law enforcement or a related field in the criminal justice
system. The program offers young adults a personal awareness of the criminal justice
system through training, practical experiences, competition and other activities.
Last month, ECPD Explorer Post #0705 took part in the 2019 Law Enforcement Torch
Run for the Special Olympics. The Explorers received the torch from Albany Police
Department and then ran through El Cerrito to pass the torch to the Richmond Police
Department.
The Explorer Post also competed at the Central Valley Explorer Competition, where they
competed against over 30 teams and were tested in 17 real-life scenarios.
Community Outreach
On June 19, police officers hosted a community outreach event at 24 Hour Fitness to
provide information about car break-ins and how the community can work together to
prevent them.

July 18, 2019
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
National Night Out on August 6
National Night Out is an annual event that combines
neighborhood block party with crime prevention
discussions with ECPD Officers. Community members
who host parties on National Night Out may receive
special benefits such as free street closure permits
and/or visits by McGruff the Crime Dog. Residents can
join City staff and the Police Department by registering
their block parties at el-cerrito.org/nno.

PUBLIC WORKS
Green Infrastructure Plan Draft and Public Meeting
As required under the City’s Clean Water permit with the California Regional Water
Quality Control Board, the City is currently developing a Green Infrastructure Plan to
identify and prioritize Green Infrastructure projects that can be built to reduce
pollution in stormwater runoff.
Green Infrastructure projects utilize natural processes to slow down stormwater,
thereby reducing flood risk and improving water quality. Examples of green
infrastructure include rain gardens and “living roofs,” such as the one located at
Korematsu Middle School. The City has already built several rain gardens including
those at the Recycling + Environmental Resource Center, City Hall, Public Safety
Building, on the Ohlone Greenway at Fairmount Avenue, on San Pablo Avenue at
Eureka Avenue, and on San Pablo Avenue at Madison Avenue.
A draft of the Green Infrastructure Plan is now available for public review. Please
submit comments by Wednesday, July 24, and consider attending the July 18 City of El
Cerrito Environmental Quality Committee meeting at 7 p.m. in El Cerrito City Hall to
hear a presentation and provide input on the draft plan.
To get the latest information or to review the Draft Plan, please visit
el-cerrito.org/1335/Green-Infrastructure-Plan. For more information or to submit
comments, contact the City’s Clean Water Program Coordinator, Will Provost, at 510525-7622 or wprovost@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
2019 Patch Paving Project – Construction to begin week of July 22
The City’s contractor, Paving Construction Services, Inc., will soon begin construction
of the 2019 Patch Paving Project, City Project No. C3027.21A, which is a component of
the Measure A funded Annual Street Improvement Program. This project will repair
potholes on 10 street segments as listed below. The work is anticipated to be
completed by September.

July 18, 2019
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STREET NAME

FROM

TO

Fairmount Avenue

San Pablo Avenue

Carlson Boulevard

Potrero Avenue

San Pablo Avenue

I-80

Potrero Avenue

I-80

West City Limits

View Drive

Scenic Avenue

Harvard Street

Ashbury Avenue

South City Limits

Fairmount Avenue

Richmond/Elm Street

Potrero Avenue

Blake Street

Elm Street

Blake Street

North of Manor Circle

Navellier Street

Potrero Avenue

Blake Street

San Mateo Avenue

South City Limits

North City Limits

Yolo Avenue

Central Avenue

El Dorado Street

The project work will also restore or enhance traffic striping and pavement markings
and restore traffic detection loops affected by the pavement repairs. This project
addresses several street segments and locations with potholes. The heavy rainfall
seasons over the last couple of years have deteriorated pavement conditions and
created additional potholes elsewhere in the City. City staff is evaluating a few other
locations, specifically those that need immediate attention because they are high
pedestrian areas or are upheaving, to add to the current contract with Paving
Construction Services, Inc. These include a location on Carlson Boulevard at San Diego
Street and one on the 500 block of Bonnie Drive.
Construction activities will typically start at 8 a.m. and finish by 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Vehicle travel lanes may be obstructed between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., so
the public should expect brief delays during this time. Residents in the area will
receive notices from the City as well as Paving Construction Services. The public’s
patience during construction of this project is greatly appreciated. Additional
components of the Measure A funded Annual Street Improvement Program, including
crack sealing and slurry sealing projects, on the street segments list above will follow
this fall.
For questions about the project, the public may contact the City’s Consulting Project
Manager, Gerardo Avila at 510-215-4322 or gavila@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, or the Public
Works office at 510-215-4382.
Sign Up for Monthly “Green Happenings” Email Updates
The Operations + Environmental Services Division sends out monthly emails about
volunteer opportunities and environmental activities and updates in El Cerrito.
Subscribers will be among the first to hear about new programs, policies and activities
such as public meetings, helpful recycling tips, Compost Give-Away events, Citywide
Garage Sale, Earth Day, Bike to Work Day, volunteer events, and more. Please sign-up
online at el-cerrito.org/393/Monthly-Email-Updates or by emailing City Staff at
wprovost@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

July 18, 2019

Page 7 of 12

Back to the Top
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RECYCLING + ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE CENTER
Recycling Program Update
As reported to the City Council on June 4 and June 18, 2019, unprecedented changes
in international recycling markets precipitated by China’s “National Sword” policy
have significantly depressed domestic recycling markets, turning the economics of
processing recyclables from a net revenue generating activity to a net expense. As a
result, single-stream curbside recyclables are now commanding little or no
compensation; and recycling processors throughout the United States are now shifting
to a model of charging for accepting materials. These new market conditions have
affected the City’s recycling programs in several ways as described below.
• Integrated Waste Management Fee Increase, Effective July 1, 2019
In this new economic environment, the City’s contract for processing curbside
recycling materials expired on December 31, 2019. Staff thus went through a
procurement process to solicit proposals and award a new contract for these
services. As all proposals received included a price per ton to process the City’s
material, creating an unforeseen shortfall in the City’s Integrated Waste
Management (IWM) budget, the City Council held a public hearing on June 4,
2019 increasing the IWM fee to cover the new cost of processing curbside
recyclables. This increase became effective July 1, 2019 and resulted in an
average garbage rate increase of 2.3%, or about $1.00 to $2.00 extra per month
for the typical customer. Residential customers will see this increase in their
next trimester billing on September 1st. The IWM fee increase will automatically
be included in their September through December rates. In addition, customers
will see a one-time only retroactive line item on their bill for the months of July
and August (since this new fee increase was not included in the last trimester
billing that occurred in May 2019).
• New Processor for Curbside Recyclables
On June 18, 2019, the City Council authorized the City to enter into a contract
with Napa Recycling and Solid Waste Services (NRSW) to process recyclables
collected through the City’s curbside program. As of July 1, 2019, the City’s
recycling truck drivers started delivering material to the NRSW Materials
Diversion Facility in American Canyon.
While switching to NRSW has resulted in very few changes to the materials
accepted in our curbside program, there are a couple notable exceptions. The
City’s curbside program now accepts paper-based milk cartons and aseptic
cartons (a.k.a., Tetra Pak). NRSW works with a manufacturer that delaminates
the plastic and foil linings from the paper and harvests the paper for recycling.
The curbside program also continues to accept all classes of durable plastics
(such as laundry baskets, buckets, and crates) and single use plastic containers
(such as bottles, yogurt tubs, and #1 PET “clamshell” containers). However, the
program does not accept certain types of problematic plastics, including plastic
bags and plastic items smaller than 2 inches by 2 inches (such as plastic
utensils, straws, and small take-out salsa cups). Besides the market for these
July 18, 2019
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materials being quite bad, plastic bags get tangled in and jam recycling
equipment, while small plastic items are hard to sort and fall through recycling
equipment.
NRSW transports their plastics to a facility in Mexico City to be recycled into
plastic pellets. While the City is glad to offer customers an avenue for recycling
plastics, City staff continues to educate customers about current market
conditions for plastics recycling and to encourage them to consider reducing
single-use plastics whenever possible.
Please find attached the City’s updated brochure, “Everything You Ever Wanted to
Know about Recycling, Green Waste and Garbage Services.” Visit elcerrito.org/recycling for more detailed information about materials accepted,
including best practices for preparing the materials for processing. Flyer attached.

RECREATION
50+ Monthly Bulletin
The 50+ Bulletin is the current schedule of programs and classes at the Midtown
Activity Center. To receive the 50+ Monthly Bulletin by email, contact us at
midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or 559-7677. View the current 50+ Bulletin at elcerrito.org/50Plus.
Subscribe and Follow
For up-to-date information on all the happenings brought to you by the El Cerrito
Recreation Department, please subscribe to our email newsletter rECnews at elcerrito.org/recreation. Follow us: Instagram - @ecrecreation | Facebook @ecrecreation | Twitter - @ElCerritoREC

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 20 (Saturday) - Remove Invasive Species with Friends of Five Creeks, 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.
Location: Meet at the south end of Regency Court (across from 1520 Regency). The
group will walk to the Hillside’s welcoming central meadows between oak groves,
talking about history and nature.
Contact: Friends of Five Creeks, f5creeks@gmail.com
Join Friends of Five Creeks in El Cerrito's beautiful Hillside Natural Area to continue a
years-long effort of removing invasive, fire-prone, French broom in order to reduce
fire danger and promote biodiversity.
July 21 (Sunday) – Summer Splash Pool Party, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Swim Center, 7007 Moeser Lane
Contact: Mark Deleon, mdeleon@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, 510-559-7677, elcerrito.org/recreation
Opened in 1962, the El Cerrito Swim Center was renovated in 2004 a�er the passage
of Measure A. Come celebrate our 15 Year Anniversary! Our energe�c water aerobics
July 18, 2019
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
instructors will hold a FREE class. The pools will be open for FREE rECrea�on Swim
including the Ac�vity Pool with the water slide and play feature, the Splash Park with
a variety of spray features, and the Emery G. Weed III Lap Pool with diving boards.
There will be games, prizes, face pain�ng and much more! See ﬂyer atached.
July 23 (Tuesday) – Advanced Orchestra Class, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Location: Midtown Activity Center, 10940 San Pablo Ave.
Contact: Maya Williams, mwilliams@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, 510-215-4318
Amateur musicians are invited to participate in an orchestra class! Six weeks of
Monday night rehearsals will culminate in a special concert event on August 24.
Requires prior experience and is intended for community members who can
demonstrate some proficiency on an instrument. Repertoire will be standard
orchestra repertoire. If you need financial assistance, please contact us as soon as
possible. Visit el-cerrito.org/1336/Community-Orchestra-Program to register.
Sponsored by the El Cerrito Arts and Culture Commission. See flyer attached.
July 27 (Saturday) – Community Workshop: Update to the San Pablo Avenue
Specific Plan, 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Hana Gardens Senior Center, 10870 San Pablo Avenue
Contact: www.el-cerrito.org/SPASP, community@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
The City is currently working to update components of the San Pablo Avenue Specific
Plan, adopted in 2014, and invites members of the community to participate and
provide input. The plan laid the groundwork for development and increased
economic activity along the San Pablo Avenue corridor. Flyer attached.
July 27 (Saturday) - A Three Parks Stroll, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Meet at Poinsett Park, corner of Poinsett and Harris Ave.
Contact: El Cerrito Trail Trekkers, ectrailtrekkers.org.
Join the El Cerrito Trail Trekkers for a hike. Enjoy a pleasant, at-times steep, 90minute to two-hour stroll through two of the city’s parks and one in Richmond. Also
see fine homes, several creeks, rock outcrops, public art, and other wonders.
July 29 (Monday) – Special Joint Workshop for City Advisory Bodies: Update to the
San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Location: City Hall – City Council Chambers, 10890 San Pablo Avenue
Contact: www.el-cerrito.org/SPASP, community@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
The City is currently working to update components of the San Pablo Avenue Specific
Plan, adopted in 2014, and invites City’s Boards, Committees and Commissions to
participate and provide input. The plan laid the groundwork for development and
increased economic activity along the San Pablo Avenue corridor. Flyer attached.
August 6 (Tuesday) – National Night Out, 6:00 p.m.
Location: Locations throughout the city
Contact: Sergeant David Wentworth, dwentworth@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, 510-215-4446
National Night Out is our chance to celebrate community by welcoming new
neighbors, reconnecting with friends and fostering better relationships with local
police and first responders. More than 30 El Cerrito neighborhoods participate each

July 18, 2019
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
year. We want neighborhoods to go back to the basics by getting more neighbors
involved through numerous block parties held throughout our city. Celebrate
community by hosting a block party for your neighbors. el-cerrito.org/nno.
August 14 (Wednesday) - Writing Workshop with El Cerrito Poet Laureate Dani
Gabriel, 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton Ave.
Contact: Heidi Goldstein, hgoldste@ccclib.org, 510-526-7512
Join El Cerrito Library and Poet Laureate Dani Gabriel for monthly poetry writing
workshops, where you'll have the space, and time, to write. The drop-in workshops
will allow you to explore your creative writing side with writing prompts, free writes,
and voluntary sharing, with feedback from your peers. Haiku, epic, ode, slam poetry,
sonnets, anything and everything poetry open for you to explore. Everyone has a
story, so write yours, poetry-style. This free event is sponsored by the Friends of the
El Cerrito Library.
August 24 (Saturday) – Community Orchestra Program Concert, 7:30 p.m. (doors
open at 6:45 p.m.)
Location: El Cerrito Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane
Contact: Maya Williams, mwilliams@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, 510-215-4318.
The Beginning Orchestra and the Advanced Amateur Orchestra will join professional
musicians for a special concert to celebrate all levels of music making, while also
presenting a high quality concert that can be enjoyed by all members of the
community. $10 tickets will be sold at the door.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The City is pleased to offer the following employment opportunities:
Lifeguard (Seasonal)
Police Cadet (Part-Time)
Police Officer - Lateral and Academy Graduate
Police Officer – Reserve
Swim Instructor I and II (Seasonal)
Van Driver (Part-Time)
Water Fitness Instructor (Aquatics Specialist II)

PERSONNEL UPDATES
Separations
Lisa Ramos, Management Assistant, Public Works Department

ATTACHMENTS
•
•
•

July 18, 2019

Boards, Commissions, and Committees Vacancies
City Hall Gallery Space Exhibit
Summer Splash Pool Party
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•
•
•
•

July 18, 2019

Advanced Orchestra Class
Updated Recycling Brochure
San Pablo Specific Plan Workshops
July 4 collective poem
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VACANCIES ON EL CERRITO’S BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND
COMMITTEES
C. C. MOSQUITO & VECTOR CONTROL DIST.
COMMITTEE ON AGING
CRIME PREVENTION COMMITTEE
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
URBAN FOREST COMMITTEE

(1 Vacancy)
(3 Vacancies)
(9 Vacancies)
(1 Vacancy)
(6 Vacancies & 1
upcoming Vacancy)
(9 Vacancies)

The El Cerrito City Council is seeking applicants interested in serving on its Boards,
Commissions and Committees. There are several opportunities for El Cerrito residents
to serve their community. If you are interested in volunteering, please submit an
application to the City Clerk, 10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, CA 94530. Vacancy
information and the application form may be obtained by contacting the City Clerk at
215-4305 or by downloading the application form from the City’s website at
http://www.el-cerrito.org/.
Members of Boards, Commissions and Committees provide an invaluable service to
our community. The detailed study and considered recommendations or our local
advisory bodies are often catalysts for innovative programs and improved services.
Serving as a commissioner or committee member can be a rewarding experience for
community service minded residents. It is an excellent way to participate in the
functioning of local government and to make a personal contribution to the
improvement of our community. Commissioners and Committee Members are
appointed by the City Council for terms of four years. Commission and committee
meetings are generally held once a month during evening hours. The City Council
conducts its recruitment on a continuous, ongoing basis. Please consider submitting
an application now! For additional information please contact Holly Charléty, City
Clerk at 215-4305, CityClerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

July 19, 2019

CITY HALL 10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, CA 94530
Telephone (510) 215-4305 Fax (510) 215-4379 http://www.el-cerrito.org

CITY HALL GALLERY SPACE

Experiments With
Color and Texture
by Kenneth Courter

July 15 through August 22, 2019
Artist’s Reception:
Sunday, July 28 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
El Cerrito City Hall Gallery Space 2nd floor - 10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito
Hours: Mon-Wed: 8am-4pm Tues-Thurs: 8am-6pm
Friday, July 19; August 2 and 16: 8am-4pm
Sponsored by the City of El Cerrito Arts and Culture Commission

-

-

-

Want to Play in an Orchestra?

Sign up for the community orchestra series offered through
the El Cerrito Recreation Department this summer.
Beginning orchestra Join up to 40 community members in an all-inclusive ensemble designed

to bring together a wide array of community members who are interested in making music. No
experience required for this high-quality musical experience, with professional coaching by
members of the California Sound Collective ensemble. The series of 12 weekly practice sessions
(Tuesday evenings June 4–August 20) will culminate in a concert in August at the El Cerrito
Community Center. All ages. CLOSED
Advanced amateur orchestra Requires prior experience, and is intended for community

members who can demonstrate some proficiency on an instrument. Repertoire will be standard
orchestra repertoire. Members of the California Sound Collective professional ensemble will coach
the series of 6 weekly practice sessions (Monday evenings July 15–August 19), and the program
will culminate in a concert in August at the El Cerrito Community Center. 18 years of age and up.
To register Register for either level online at www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg. Beginning orchestra is

Activity # 244506. Advanced amateur orchestra is Activity # 244507.

Limited financial assistance is available. If you need financial assistance, please contact the
City Manager’s Office at (510) 215-4318 or CityManager@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us before you

register for the class.

Co-sponsored by the El Cerrito
Arts and Culture Commission

MORE SERVICES

DROP‐OFF RECYCLING CENTER
EL CERRITO RECYCLING + ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE CENTER

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW
Drop‐oﬀ all HHW at the West County Resource
Recovery facility at 101 Pi sburg Avenue, Rich‐
mond. On Tuesdays Only, HHW is accepted at the
Recycling Center by HHW staﬀ. Proof of residency
is required. Call 888‐412‐9277 or visit
recyclemore.com for more informa on.

Bulk Solid Waste Loads: Transfer Sta ons
The El Cerrito Recycling + Environmental Resource Center oﬀers community
members a convenient way to reduce their environmental footprint by
oﬀering comprehensive recycling and reuse services. As a LEED Pla num‐
cer ﬁed facility that features a zero‐net energy building, recycled rainwater
catchment, rain gardens for trea ng storm water, na ve plan ngs, and
reused building materials, the Center is a living model of sustainability.
 Plas c bo les
 Polystyrene (white blocks)**
 Appliances (no CFCs)
 Art, school & oﬃce supplies
 Oil—Motor oil & ﬁlters
 Ba eries—household and auto  Oil—Cooking oil
 Bicycles and parts
 Reusable household items
 Books & magazines **
 Spor ng goods
 Cardboard
 Tex les (any condi on)
 CDs & DVDs
 Tools & hardware
 Clothing & tex les
** Fees may apply
 Electronic waste
 Eyeglasses
NOT ACCEPTED!
 Fluorescent bulbs & tubes**
 Ammuni on & explosives
 Food dona ons
 Ballasts
 Garden pots for reuse
 Building materials
 Glass bo les
 Construc on debris
 HHW (Tuesdays only)
 Garbage
 Medicines & Sharps
 Green waste, dirt
 Metal
 Large furniture
 Microwaves
 Plas c – bags, ﬁlm, rigid
 Newspaper
 Refrigerators, freezers,
 Pallets (good condi on)
air condi oners
 Paper, mixed
 Tires
 Paper, oﬃce

ACCEPTED ITEMS

LOCATION
7501 Schmidt Lane
El Cerrito, CA
510‐215‐4350
www.el‐cerrito.org

HOURS

For drop‐oﬀ of bulk loads of garbage, green waste
or construc on debris. Fees apply.


Richmond: The Golden Bear Transfer Sta on
is located at 1 Parr Blvd. in Richmond, just
west of the Richmond Parkway, 510‐970‐
7260.



Berkeley: The Berkeley Transfer Sta on
is located at 1201 2nd St. in Berkeley, just oﬀ
of Gilman St. freeway exit, 510‐981‐7270.

Monday—Friday
8:00 AM to 5:45 PM *

Other Bulky Pick‐Up Services

*Closed 1 hour earlier Nov.1
through Feb. 1

See Pick‐Up Services on reverse panel for more
informa on.

Saturday—Sunday
9:00 AM to 4:45 PM

Reusable Items

Closed on all major
holidays

SPECIAL EVENTS &
TOURS
The Center holds monthly
tours on the ﬁrst Wednesday
of each month from 3 to 4 PM
and other special events, such
as compost giveaways. Call
510‐215‐4350, come to the
Center for details, or sign up
for email alerts at
www.el‐cerrito.org/393/
Monthly‐Email‐Updates.

Please donate reusable household items to a local
charity or at the Dona on Sta on located at the
Recycling Center. Or list them on
freecycle.org, craigslist.org, or nextdoor.com.

Recycle Where?
Search for recycling and disposal op ons for hard
to recycle items. Visit recyclewhere.org.

El Cerrito Solid Waste Rates
Visit www.el‐cerrito.org for current rates.

CONTACT INFORMATION
City of El Cerrito Environmental Services
510‐215‐4350; www.el‐cerrito.org

East Bay Sanitary: 510‐237‐4321
Hazardous Waste Facility: 888‐412‐9277
RecycleMore: 510‐215‐3125; ww.recyclemore.com

EVERYTHING
YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT

RECYCLING
GREEN WASTE
& GARBAGE
SERVICES
IN EL CERRITO
Updated July 1, 2019

RECYCLING

GREEN WASTE &
FOOD SCRAPS

GARBAGE/
LANDFILL

PICK‐UP SERVICES

Curbside Cart Set‐Out Instruc ons
Place carts on the street with lids closed and
wheels against the curb by 6 AM or the night
before your collec on day. Remove any
bungee cords. Leave 1.5 feet between carts
and place them 3 feet from parked cars.
Free Annual Bulk Recycling Pick‐Up
Residents get one extra pick‐up per year. Call
El Cerrito Recycling at 510‐215‐4350 for details.

Free Annual Bulk Garbage & Green Waste
Pick‐Up
Residents get one extra pick‐up per year of both
garbage and green waste. Call East Bay Sanitary at
510‐237‐4321 for details.

Free kitchen food scrap pails are
available through the Recycling
Center. Call 510‐215‐4350.

Free Christmas Tree Collec on

Glass, Metal, Paper & Plas c

Yard, Food & Food‐Soiled Paper

Not Recyclable or Compostable

 Glass—bo les & jars (lids oﬀ; rinsed & dry)
 Cans—aluminum, steel and n (rinsed & dry)
 Cartons—milk, juice & asep c (rinsed & dry)
 Metal—pots & pans, trays, loose jar lids, scrap
 Paper—box board, cardboard, envelopes, junk
mail, magazines, oﬃce paper, paper bags,
so ‐cover books
 Plas c bo les & jugs (caps on; rinsed & dry)
 Plas c containers—yogurt tubs, # 1 PET clam‐
shell trays (rinsed & dry)
 Rigid plas cs—buckets, pails, laundry baskets

 Food scraps—breads, cheese, eggs shells, fruits,
meat & bones, vegetables, etc.
 Food soiled papers— coﬀee grounds and ﬁlters,
egg cartons, used paper cups, plates, napkins &
food wrappers, paper‐molded take‐out contain‐
ers, tea bags (but nothing that looks like plas c,
such as PLA cups or utensils)
 Yard waste—grass clippings, leaves, small
branches, plants, etc. (no sod or dirt)

 Animal & human waste
 Diapers (used or clean)
 Chip bags (all mylar packaging)
 Ceramics, dishware & glassware
 Hoses, PVC Pipe, #3 Plas cs
 Painted wood
 Plas c bags & ﬁlms
 Plas c straws, utensils
 Plas c items smaller than 2”x 2”
 Polystyrene (#6) food packaging
 Used Tissues

Recycling collected weekly by City of El Cerrito.
More informa on: 510‐215‐4350

Green waste collected weekly by East Bay Sanitary.
More informa on: 510‐237‐4321

Garbage collected weekly by East Bay Sanitary.
More informa on: 510‐237‐4321

Christmas trees are collected on the ﬁrst two col‐
lec on days in January. Call East Bay Sanitary at
510‐237‐4321 for details.

Holiday Schedule
Curbside collec on occurs on all holidays except
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. If those holi‐
days all on a regular collec on day, the collec on
for that day and all following days in that week
will occur one day later, including Saturday pick‐
up for the regular Friday collec on day.

Elderly/Disabled Services
 Backyard collec on services available at no
extra charge for qualiﬁed residents. Call 510‐
237‐4321 for eligibility details.
 Door‐to‐Door HHW Collec on by appointment.
Call 888‐412‐9277 for eligibility details.

Items Not Allowed in Any Grey, Green, or Blue Curbside Container: Ba eries, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, HHW, Medicines, and Medical Sharps. See back panels for informa on on proper disposal of these items.

Update to the San Pablo
Avenue Specific Plan
Special Joint Workshop for City Advisory Bodies
Monday, July 29, 2019, 7pm
City Hall – Council Chambers, 10890 San Pablo Avenue
The San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan (Plan), adopted in 2014, laid the groundwork for development and
increased economic activity along the San Pablo Avenue corridor. The City is currently working to update
components of the Plan and invites members of the City’s Boards, Committees and Commissions to
participate and provide input. Your participation will help create a more vibrant and connected San Pablo
Avenue for all.
Please join us to share your vision and ideas about the following components of the Plan:
1. Housing
2. Retail/Economic Development
3. Open Space
4. Public Art
5. Parking
6. Pedestrian and Bike Improvements
For more information, please visit www.el-cerrito.org/SPASP or contact the Community Development Department at
community@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4362.

Under Construction: 10300 San Pablo Ave.

Uptown: Mayfair, 223 residential units

Midtown: Complete Streets Rendering

Community Development Department
www.el-cerrito.org/CommDev

Update to the San Pablo
Avenue Specific Plan
Community Workshop
Saturday, July 27,2019, 10am
Hana Gardens – Senior Center, 10870 San Pablo Avenue
The San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan (Plan), adopted in 2014, laid the groundwork for development and
increased economic activity along the San Pablo Avenue corridor. The City is currently working to update
components of the Plan and invites members of the community to participate and provide input. Your
participation will help create a more vibrant and connected San Pablo Avenue for all.
Please join us to share your vision and ideas about the following components of the Plan:
1. Housing
2. Retail/Economic Development
3. Open Space
4. Public Art
5. Parking
6. Pedestrian and Bike Improvements
For more information, please visit www.el-cerrito.org/SPASP or contact the Community Development Department at
community@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4362.

Under Construction: 10300 San Pablo Ave.

Uptown: Mayfair, 223 residential units

Midtown: Complete Streets Rendering

Community Development Department
www.el-cerrito.org/CommDev

4th of July Poem
We perceive the world through a different lens
The flames winged and seethed from the west, the fire hungry seeking ever near and deeper embers.
Such brilliance would never be satiated.
Blooms
Independence from anything other than love, truth, life
I’m happy
Love El Cerrito on the 4th of July
Dream big
I love July 4th
Wake up early!
Happy
There is good in all
Golden poppies in bloom
This 4th of July we:
Love hard
While having fun across good old California:
Relax and enjoy
Remember all our struggles
July 4th
We hold close those we love
Are activists!
What a serene city
My favorite part of summer is:

4th of July Poem
Waking up and realizing I don’t have to go to school
We enjoy the 4th of July
Around the corner
Walking through the streets of 4th of July
The wind + fog comes in
The smell of BBQ
Loud fireworks
Whale milk
In El Cerrito:
Again, America is fighting for our rights to be free of tyranny. Sing, dance and celebrate when you can
We love and celebrate all people and all families
Sun, family, pride, love
By attendees of El Cerrito’s 4th of July Festival

