MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Mayor and City Council
Karen Pinkos, City Manager
November 7, 2019
City Manager’s Update
CITY MANAGER’S MESSAGE

Last Tuesday, November 5, the voters of El Cerrito passed Measure H, a special parcel tax
that extends the rates of Measure A originally passed in 2000. This important measure will
generate revenue to help fund the goals and priorities of the Parks and Recreation Facilities
Master Plan and continue to maintain the El Cerrito Swim Center at a high level without
impacting the City’s General Fund. I am extremely grateful to the voters for passing this
measure and am proud to be a part of a community that places a high priority on
maintaining our quality of life. As I’ve said before, our goal is to continue to provide the
amenities and services our residents have asked for, and plan for ongoing maintenance of
facilities improved, new projects, and things our community want in their parks and
recreation services. Thank you to everyone who voted!
Three weeks ago, I completed my term as President of the International City/County
Management Association (ICMA). It was an honor to represent El Cerrito this past year in
places near and far, and the experiences that I’ve gained by visiting other local
governments will be invaluable to me as City Manager. I was privileged to be able to take
advantage of these learning opportunities thanks to ICMA fully funding my travels during
my time on the ICMA Board, and I am now proud to have attained the title of Past
President. I want to thank the City Council and the community for their support as I held
this position, and for the support of the entire Executive Leadership Team over this past
year. I will remain a champion of professional local government management and continue
to apply all that I have learned and experienced as I serve the City of El Cerrito.
Karen Pinkos
City Manager
City of El Cerrito
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CITY MANAGEMENT
City Offices Closed on Monday, November 11
In honor of Veteran’s Day, City Hall, Midtown Activity Center, Community Center, and Public
Safety counter will be closed all day, Monday, November 11. Schools, the post office, and
most banks are also closed that day.
Measure H Results
The polls closed at 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 5 for the City’s special election. A 2/3
majority vote was required for Measure H to pass. The unofficial results published by Contra
Costa County Elections department show strong support of the measure at more than 78%!
A big “THANK YOU” to all El Cerritans who participated in the vote. Detailed results are
available on the county’s website at cocovote.us/election/november-5-2019-specialelection/#Election.
The deadline for the County to certify and transmit the official election results to the city is
November 29, 2019. Once received, the city council will adopt a resolution to certify the
canvass of results at the next regular meeting. For more information, please contact the City
Clerk at cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or 510-215-4305.
El Cerrito Minimum Wage Increases to $15.37 on January 1, 2020
Starting January 1, 2020, the City’s minimum wage will go from $15 per hour to $15.37 per
hour. The City Minimum Wage Standards require all employers to pay their employees no
less than the minimum wage for all hours worked in the City of El Cerrito, regardless of
where the business is headquartered. (Employees who work less than 2 hours a week within
El Cerrito are exempt.) As of January 1, 2020, and each year thereafter, the wage will
increase based on changes in the local Consumer Price Index. Employers and workers with
questions about the El Cerrito Minimum Wage Ordinance can visit el-cerrito.org/wages or
contact Maya Williams, Assistant to the City Manager, at mwilliams@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or
(510) 215-4318.

CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The City is pleased to offer the following employment opportunities:









Childcare Aide (Temporary/Seasonal) - $15.53 - $20.42 Hourly (Recreation Dept.)
Childcare Teacher (Part-Time Summer and School Year) - $15.74 - $22.30 Hourly
(Recreation Dept)
Facility Attendant (Senior Recreation Leader) - $17.53 - $21.58 Hourly (Recreation
Dept)
Police Cadet (Part-Time) - $14.74 - $15.51 Hourly (Police Dept)
Police Officer - Lateral and Academy Graduate - $93,108.00 - $111,732.00 Annually
(Police Dept)
Police Officer – Recruit - $59,184.00 Annually (Police Dept)
Police Officer – Reserve (Part-time) - (Police Dept)
Water Fitness Instructor (Aquatics Specialist II) - $21.36 - $26.08 Hourly (Recreation
Dept.)

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Off the Grid Closed for the Winter
Off the Grid will be closed for the winter season from November 3, 2019 through March 28,
2020. The Off the Grid Market will reopen for the summer season from March 29, 2020
through October 31, 2020.
Housing Legislation Passed at the State Level
Over 20 new housing laws were recently passed by the legislature and signed by the
governor. Community Development staff are evaluating what these laws mean for El Cerrito
and how they impact our existing Municipal Code; other established or ongoing goals and
programs, e.g. in the Specific Plan area, or Specific Plan update; or the Tenant Protection
Task Force goals. The laws have a wide range and include laws that affect local control over
housing development, affordable housing finance and development, Accessory Dwelling
Units, and tenant protections. See Meyers Nave “California Housing Law Update” attached.
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
FIRE
Kincade Fire
On Wednesday October 23, a vegetation fire
started near two geothermal power plants in
Sonoma County just north east of the
community of Geyserville. The fire spread
during the night and by morning has consumed
over 3,000 acres and was threating homes.
By Thursday night, the El Cerrito Fire

Department was mobilized and sent Captain
Traviss Crumpacker as a Fireline Medic as well
as the OES #413 fire rig on its first out-of-county
trip with Captain/Paramedic Brian Cheshareck,
Engineer Brett Thatcher, and two of our new
members, Firefighters Jeremy Janes and Darren
Stroud.
The crew was part of “Strike Team OES 2804A”
with units from City of Napa, East Bay Regional
Parks, Livermore Pleasanton Fire, and the City
of Alameda. Chief Michael Pigoni deployed as
the Strike Team Leader for this group. The strike
team was assigned help defend the towns of
Geyserville and cities of Healdsburg and
Windsor.
The fire burned almost 78,000 acres and destroyed over 380 structures. As of Tuesday
morning, the Kincade Fire was 100% contained.
Public Safety Power Shut Off (PSPS)
While the Kincade Fire was burning, there were two Red Flag Warnings for the East Bay Hills,
including El Cerrito, as well as a potential PSPS for the area. On Sunday, October 27, with the
winds blowing hard in the area, numerous vegetation fire broke out in the surrounding areas
including Vallejo, Rodeo, Martinez and Lafayette that drained local resources. A mandatory
call-out of all personnel was sent out and the Fire Department was able to staff three
additional apparatus that assisted in providing service to the City as well as our neighbors. El
Cerrito was fortunate to only have sustained numerous broken tree limbs and some downed
wires, but no serious fires.
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
POLICE
El Cerrito Seeks Resident Input on the Kensington Police Services Proposal
The El Cerrito Police Department will host a public forum to solicit resident and business
owner feedback about its proposal to the Kensington Police Protection and Community
Service District Request for Proposal. The proposal is in response to the District’s request for
proposals to provide police services to the District.
The forum is on Friday, November 8 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. For
additional information or if you would like to send feedback electronically, contact Elizabeth
Vera at 510-215-4410 or evera@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Congratulations to the Fall 2019 Community Police Academy Class
The Fall 2019 Community Police Academy just concluded their 6-week course, which
covered topics including patrol operations, communications, evidence collection, hiring and
recruitment, traffic, use of force, investigations, police procedures, and much more.
Participants also got an inside look at how officers train for real-life situations by using a
force options simulator. Congratulations, graduates!

PUBLIC WORKS
511 Contra Costa: Text Your Commute Challenge
511 Contra Costa has launched its annual Text Your Commute Challenge. This program
targets commuters who are currently driving alone to work and challenges them to try
greener modes, such as bicycling, public transit, or carpooling.
Once participants text START to (925) 905-TRIP to sign up, they’ll receive two texts every day
asking how they commuted. If they tally up enough “green” trips over the three-week
challenge, they’ll win cash rewards (up to $50). Find more information at 511cc.org/TYC.
Participants need to either live or work in Contra Costa County.
Cleaner Contra Costa Challenge
Contra Costa County residents can now participate in the
“Cleaner Contra Costa Challenge” to create a cleaner,
healthier community, and save money! Participants can start a
CLEAN TEAM and work together to earn points, with the
opportunity to win prizes and be recognized for their efforts. Interested parties can visit
cleanercontracosta.org to sign-up or contact AmandaB@sanpabloca.gov for more
information.
El Cerrito Receives Statewide Beacon Award for Sustainability
At this year’s League of California Cities Annual Conference, the City of El Cerrito received a
prestigious Beacon Award from the Institute for Local Government, honoring the City’s
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
commitment to sustainability. The Beacon Award recognizes an agency’s holistic approach to
addressing climate change. Mayor Pardue-Okimoto accepted the award on behalf of the
City. El Cerrito is also featured in a video about the 2019 Beacon Awards winners:
youtube.com/watch?v=kNafdbMnqHc.
For more information on the Beacon Award or the City’s Climate Action efforts, please
contact staff at wprovost@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 525-7622.
Fall Was Filled with Environmental Events in El Cerrito
Public Works staff, in coordination with the City’s Environmental Quality Committee, the El
Cerrito Trail Trekkers, and other community groups, have hosted or supported nearly 10
environmental events since August. Coupled with programmatic work relating to climate
action, stormwater quality, and recycling, to name a few, these successful events continue to
demonstrate the community’s commitment to sustainability.
The events included: two “Green Teams” volunteer events (8/17, 11/2), a Compost
Giveaway (8/24), National Drive Electric Week Events in Richmond and Berkeley (9/14,
9/19), a Coastal Cleanup Day event at Creekside Park (9/21), a SunShares Solar and Electric
Vehicle Workshop (10/3), the Citywide Garage Sale (10/5), and support of the first annual
Environmental Awareness Art & Essay Contest for Teens, which will culminate in a showcase
(11/15). To hear about more “Green Happenings,” sign up for a monthly e-newsletter at
el-cerrito.org/GreenHappenings.

RECREATION
Recreation Department’s Response to the PG&E Public Safety Power Shutdown (PSPS)
Our Department worked hard to activate and implement our PSPS protocols designed keep
community members informed and safe during the recent PG&E PSPS. Protocols executed
included:
 All staff reported to work during their normally scheduled shifts, communicated with
the public, and followed directives from their supervisors.
 Our Department website, calendars, social media, voicemails, email autoreplies, and
building signage contained the most up-to-date information for the public.
 Program participants, instructors, renters, and other facility users were warned of
potential cancellations through email and phone calls.
 WCCUSD cancelled school and subsequently our childcare and afterschool
enrichment classes as well.
 When power was shut off to El Cerrito, Kensington, and other East Bay cities, the
Recreation Department staff opened charging stations in two Community Center
rooms.
Halloween FestiFall was a Screaming Success!
On Saturday, October 26, the El Cerrito Recreation Department held its annual Halloween
Event at the El Cerrito Community Center. This year’s FestiFall kicked off with a brand-new
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
celebration: the first ever “Pumpkin Splash” where over 100 participants enjoyed a
recreation swim surrounded by floating
pumpkins that they could take home. Following
the Pumpkin Splash, the carnival doors opened.
Over 700 people played carnival games, went
through the “Out of this World” Haunted
House, and/or jumped around in the bounce
house. This year’s event also featured delicious
food from a food truck, as well as trunk-ortreating, where members of the community,
including the El Cerrito Police Department and
Harding & Fairmont Childcare, passed out
candy from their decorated vehicles. A big
thanks to all who came to the event!
Unity Day at El Cerrito Schools
Over 250 children attending Casa Cerrito Preschool as well as Fairmont, Harding, and
Madera Afterschool programs celebrated the nationwide Unity Day on Wednesday, October
23. They participated in activities that taught unity, inclusion, and anti-bullying.
Senior Resource Fair Attracted over 200 Attendees
Over 200 participants and 40 vendors participated in the Senior Resource Fair held at the
Community Center on October 2. The fair
included flu shots by Safeway Pharmacy, a
presentation about Scams by the District
Attorney’s office and free lunch generously
donated by Beacon Home Care.
Senior Services Annual Giving Campaign
The City of El Cerrito Senior Services Division
raises funds to help offset the cost for many
senior programs and services. Your generous
donations help keep costs down and allow our
center to continue to expand and improve
program offerings. Donations may be tax
deductible. Contact Recreation Staff at (510)
559-7677, midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
Monthly 50+ Bulletin
Check out the monthly 50+ Bulletin for ongoing and upcoming activities and programs for
adults that take place at the Midtown Activity Center and Hana Gardens Senior Center.
Available online at el-cerrito.org/281/50-Plus-Bulletin or at the Midtown Activity Center
(10940 San Pablo Ave). See bulletin below.
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
Subscribe & Follow
For up to date information on all the happenings brought to you by the El Cerrito Recreation
Department, please subscribe to our email newsletter rECnews at el-cerrito.org/recreation.
Follow us: Instagram - @ecrecreation | Facebook - @ecrecreation | Twitter - @ElCerritoREC

UPCOMING EVENTS
 November 8 (Friday) - Public forum on the Kensington Police Services Request for Proposal, 7
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Location: City Council Chambers, 10890 San Pablo Ave.
Contact: Elizabeth Vera, (510) 215-4410, evera@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
The El Cerrito Police Department is hosting this forum to solicit resident and business owner
feedback about its proposal for police services to the Kensington Police Protection and Community
Service District. The forum is in the Council Chambers.
 November 12, 19 (Tuesdays) – Elder Tech Tutoring, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Midtown Activity Center, 10940 San Pablo Ave
Contact: Recreation Staff, (510) 559-7677, midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, el-cerrito.org/recreation
Want to learn more about your smartphone, tablet, laptop or other mobile device? Sign up for a 30minute one-on-one tutoring session. Each session is tailored to meet your needs. Elder Tech is run in
partnership with the El Cerrito High School Information Technology Academy. Make your
appointment today.


November 15 (Friday) – Environmental Awareness Art & Essay Contest Showcase, 4 p.m. to
5:30 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane
Contact: Jenya Jawad, jvjawad@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, (510) 559-7012, elcerrito.org/1373/Environmental-Art-Essay-Contest
Join us to view the works of the teen participants in the Environmental Awareness Art & Essay
Contest: A Creative Challenge for Teens Contest. Winners will be announced, prizes will be awarded,
and ideas will be shared!


November 25-27 (Monday-Wednesday) – Thanksgiving Camp, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily
Location: Harding Clubhouse
Contact: Recreation Department Staff, recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, 510-559-7000, elcerrito.org/recreation
Parents can enroll their school-aged child in one day or all three days if they need care while school is
out the three days before Thanksgiving. Staff will provide art, outdoor games, enrichment activities,
and lots of FUN!
 December 2 (Monday) - Dogs for Teens! 4 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton Ave
Contact: (510) 526-7512
Need to decompress? Teens ages 10-18 are invited to cuddle, hang out with, or read to the beloved
doggies from Therapy Pets during this special library program.
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
 December 2 (Monday): Knitting and Crochet Club, 6 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton Ave
Contact: (510) 526-7512
El Cerrito Library’s yarn club provides free yarn, knitting needles and crochet hooks to help you get
started. All skill levels are welcome - we'd be thrilled to show you how to knit and/or crochet. The
club meets the first Monday of every month.
 December 2 (Monday) - El Cerrito Library Storytime! 2:30 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton Ave
Contact: Tom Schween, tschween@ccclib.org, (510) 526-7512
Babies, toddlers, preschoolers and your caregivers, join us for
stories, songs, and fun! All children are welcome at this free
program.
 December 4 (Wednesday) - Mindful Meditation, 10:15 a.m.
Location: El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton Ave
Contact: Alison Peters, apeters@ccclib.org, (510) 526-7512
Join us for 45 minute guided meditations in the peaceful morning library. New and experienced
practitioners welcome.
 December 5 (Thursday) - El Cerrito Library Storytime! 10:15 a.m.
Location: El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton Ave
Contact: Tom Schween, tschween@ccclib.org, (510) 526-7512
Babies, toddlers, preschoolers and your caregivers, join us for stories, songs, and fun! All children are
welcome at this free program.


December 7 (Saturday) – Pancake Breakfast & Toy Drive, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Location: El Cerrito Community Center
Contact: Recreation Department Staff, recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, (510) 559-7000, elcerrito.org/recreation
Enjoy food, fun and festivities at the Annual Holiday Pancake Breakfast. Doors open at 9 a.m. for hot
cocoa, warm and toasty pancakes and breakfast meats. Breakfast will be followed by a visit from the
North Pole by none other than Santa himself! City of El Cerrito preschool and childcare students will
carol for us, accompanied by Alex McMurray. The grand finale for an already fun event will be an
engaging and interactive puppet show of The Three Little Pigs performed by The Puppet Art Theater
Co. Tickets go on sale this November and can be purchased at the El Cerrito Community Center
during office hours, or online at el-cerrito.org/onlinereg. All proceeds benefit the David Hunter
Memorial Scholarship. Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. Please support the
Marine’s Toy Drive by bringing a toy for a child in need.


December 12 (Thursday) – Holiday Nutcracker Performance, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: City Hall Council Chambers, 10890 San Pablo Ave
Contact: Recreation Staff, (510) 559-7677, midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, el-cerrito.org/recreation
Dancers from the El Cerrito Ballet Center will be performing their version of the Nutcracker Ballet.
Seniors and their families are invited to join us for this special performance. Easy Ride Paratransit
service is available to eligible senior residents. Space is limited, RSVP required. To RSVP or request
more information, contact (510) 559-7677, midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
 December 19 (Tuesday) – Community Blood Drive, 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Community Center (Garden Room), 7007 Moeser Lane
Contact: (800) RED CROSS
Be the lifeline patients need. Give Blood. Schedule your appoint at redcrosblood.org and enter
sponsor code: ELCERRITO or call the Red Cross directly.

 December 30 (Monday) - Mystery Book Club, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton Ave
Contact: Alison Peters, apeters@ccclib.org, (510) 526-7512
Join us to talk about all things mystery! We're a fun group and welcome newcomers, and often have
special mystery author guests. December’s book pick is Murder in Bel-Air, by Cara Black.

PERSONNEL UPDATES
New Hire: Steven Mello, Neighborhood Preservation Officer – Community Development
Department

ATTACHMENTS





City of El Cerrito 50+ Bulletin – November 2019
California Housing Law Update – Meyers Nave
Community meeting about the Kensington Police RFP
City of El Cerrito Blood Drive

hh
h
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CITY OF EL CERRITO 50+ BULLETIN || NOVEMBER 2019
10940 SAN PABLO AVE. EL CERRITO, CA 94530
CoCo Café Nutrition Program

MIDTOWN ACTIVITY CENTER

*FREE Easy Ride to lunch for
El Cerrito Residents ages 65+.
*Substitute meal available upon request.

Volunteers Needed!
CoCo Cafe Volunteer (Setup & serve lunch)

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Lunch Menu ($3 Donation ages 60+)
To Make your reservation, call (510) 559-7677
before 12pm the day prior.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

4 Stuffed Bell Pepper

5 Ham & Swiss
Sandwich

6 Potato Crusted Fish

7 Turkey Lasagna
w/ Parmesan Cheese

1 Cheese Tortellini
w/ Pesto
8 Apricot Chicken
Breast

11 Center Closed

12 Swedish Meatballs

13 Chicken Salad
Sandwich

14 Cheese Omelet
w/ Salsa

15 Turkey Divan
over Brown Rice

18 BBQ Chicken
on a Bun

19 Tuna Salad
Sandwich on
French Bread

20 Sweet & Sour Pork
over Steamed Rice

21 Vegetarian Bean
Burrito w/ Red
Sauce

22 Pot Roast w/ Gravy

25 Hot Meatball
Sandwich w/
Cheese

26 Traditional Old
Fashioned Turkey
Dinner w/ Gravy

27 Chicken Waldorf
Salad on Mixed
Greens

28

29

Center Closed

Holiday
Center Closed

CITY OF EL CERRITO
SENIOR SERVICES DIVISION
10890 San Pablo Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530

PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
CONCORD CA 94520
PERMIT 346

MIDTOWN ACTIVITY CENTER SCHEDULE
Registration is available online at www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg and in the Midtown Activity Center at
10940 San Pablo Ave. For more information call (510)559-7677 or email midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

Mon
9:30am-11:30am
Artisan Bread
Distribution (FREE)

Tue

Wed

9am-10:30am
Spanish Intermediate
(#355506)

10-11am
Feldenkrais
Chair work
(#355503)

Thu

Fri

9:30am-10:30am
Fitness/Mat Workout
(#355504)
$5 RES/$6 NRES

9am-11am
World Folk Dance
(#355508)
$5 RES/$6 NRES

9:30am-12pm
Mahjong w/
Instruction
*$2

10am-11am
Guitar Lessons
(#355509)
$5 RES/$6 NRES

$5 RES/$6 NRES

$5 RES/$6 NRES

10am-11am
Feldenkrais
-Floor Work(#355503)
$5 RES/$6 NRES

9:30am-10:30am
Fitness/Mat Workout
(#355504)
$5 RES/$6 NRES

10:30am-3:30pm
Mahjong
*$2

10am-12pm
Canasta
*$2

10am-3pm
Alzheimer Respite
Program
Note: Pre-approval
required.

12pm-1pm
Non-Fiction Book
Club Mtg: 11/13
(#355513) *$2

9:30am-12pm
Memoir Writing
(#355512)
$5 RES/$6 NRES

10am-11am
Qi Gong
(#355511)
$5 RES/$6 NRES

10am-12pm
iPhone/iPad Class
(#355308)
Pre-registration
Required $20

1pm-3pm
HICAP Counseling
1st, 3rd & 4th Tu
*By Appointment

1pm-4pm
Open Paint Studio
*$2

1:30pm-3pm
Senior Women’s
Support Group
Pre-Approval
Required

11am-3:30pm
Mahjong
*$2

12:30pm-4pm
Mahjong
*$2

1pm-2:30pm
Visually Impaired
Support Group (FREE)
2nd Tue of each month

1:30pm-3:30pm
Bridge Beginner
Lessons (#355100)
$25 RES/$30 NRES

2pm-2:45pm
Balance Training &
Fall Prevention
(#355502) $5/$6

2pm-4pm
Ikebana (2nd & 4th Tu)
(#344565-01)
$11 RES/$13.50 NRES

1:30pm-3:30pm
*Bridge
Experienced
Players

3pm-5pm
Drawing Class
*Donations
Accepted

2pm-4pm
Elder Tech Tutoring
Smartphone/Tablet
(#355307)
By Appointment

Office Hours:
M-Th 8:30am-5pm
Fri 8:30am-4pm

MON-FRI

11:15am-12:15pm
Sing-A-Long
*$2
First class is Free!
Registration is
available on-line
www.el-cerrito.org and
in the Midtown
Activity Center office.
Pre-registration is
strongly encouraged.
*Drop-in FEE is paid
onsite at time of activity

OTHER SERVICES

Coco Café Lunch Program: 12pm Lunch served.
($3 donation Age 60+, $5 fee under 60yrs)

Blood Pressure Check: First Thursday of each Month
from 11am-12pm (FREE)

Easy Ride Paratransit Shuttle Service ($2/ride)
9am-4pm (EC residents only) *Note: Free rides given
for Coco Café Lunch Program. Call for more info.

*Hairdresser: Fridays 9:30am-1pm
*Podiatrist: One Friday each month

Cyber Café Computers FREE, 8:30am-4pm

*Massage: Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30am-12pm
*By Appointment Only

Senior Peer Counseling (Referral Service)

1st, 2nd & 4th Saturday Bridge Game ($5 fee)

SENIOR CENTER AT HANA GARDENS SCHEDULE
10870 San Pablo Ave. El Cerrito, CA 94530 ~ (510)559-7677 ~ midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Mon

Tue

10am-11am
T’ai Chi Chih
(#355501)
$5 RES/$6 NRES

Wed

Thu

9am-10:15am
Hatha Yoga
(#344528)
$11 RES/$13.50 NRES

10am-11:30am
Senior Ensemble
*$2 Drop-in

2pm-4pm
Current Events
*$2

12pm-1pm
Hatha Yoga
(#344528)
$11 RES/$13.50

Fri

*Drop-in FEE is paid
onsite at time of
activity.

Registration is available on-line www.el-cerrito.org and at the
Midtown Activity Center office, 10940 San Pablo Ave. Pre-registration is strongly encouraged.

DAY TRIPS (#355801)
November 7

Wells Fargo Museum & Cable Car Museum (waitlist only)

$45

Moderate Walking

November 21

Vacaville Premium Outlets

$30

Moderate Walking

November 13

Claim Jumper Restaurant (waitlist Only)

December 4

Pier 39 & Ghirardelli Square, SF (waitlist only)

$35

Heavy Walking

December 11

Holiday Golden Tea Garden, Hayward (waitlist only)

$55

Light Walking

$30

Light Walking

UPCOMING 2020 DAY TRIPS (#455801)
Registration opens on Dec. 3 (online only) and Dec. 10 (walk-in)
January 30: Old Spaghetti Factory

April 9: Subpar Miniature Golf & Ghirardelli Square

February 13: Semifreddi’s Bakery Tour

April 16: King Valley Tea House Dim Sum

February 20 or 27 (TBD): Amazon Fulfillment Center Tour

April 23: Bay Model Museum

March 5: Faculty Club Restaurant, UC Berkeley

April 30: San Francisco Symphony Open Rehearsal -Beethoven’s 5th
Symphony

March 12: Treasure Island Culinary Restaurant

May 7: Ferry Building Farmers Market

March 26: Filoli Historic House & Gardens

May 14: Marine Mammal Center
May 21: Sailor Jack’s Waterfront Dining

EASY RIDE: Shuttle Service

EASY RIDE: Shopping Trips

$2 per ride (M-Th: 9am-4pm & F: 9am-3:30pm) $5 Roundtrip (Wednesdays)
Easy Ride Shuttle Service provides transportation to
El Cerrito residents 65 & older or 18 & older with a
disability. Program registration is required for this
service. Registration forms available at the Midtown
Activity Center. Email midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
or call (510) 559-7677 for more information.

Upcoming Dates: 11/6 , 12/4, 1/15, 2/5
Choose your location from Lucky, Trader Joes, Pacific
East Mall, Albany Target or Costco. Registration is
required. To sign up call (510)559-7677 or email
midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us .

MIDTOWN ACTIVITY CENTER (510) 559-7677 MIDTOWN@CI.EL-CERRITO.CA.US
Register online at www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg or in the Midtown Activity Center, 10940 San Pablo Ave

HIKING & WALKING TRIPS
8:30am-2:30pm (Fee: $12/Trip)
Nov 1: Jack London Square (1-mile WALK, Level 1)
Nov 15: Redwood Regional Park (2.5-mile HIKE, Level 3/4)
Dec 6: Crown Memorial Beach (2-mile WALK, Level 1)
Dec 20: Ferry Building-Union Square (3-mile WALK, Level 1/2)
Trail Terrain Levels
Level 1: Paved flat
Level 2: Paved, some inclines
Level 3: Unpaved, flat
Level 4: Unpaved, some inclines

EL CERRITO BALLET CENTER
NUTCRACKER PERFORMANCE
Thursday, December 12th, 1PM

El Cerrito City Hall Council Chambers
10890 San Pablo Ave
(RSVP 510-559-7677)
All Are welcome! Free Event!

SENIOR PRESENTATIONS

Senior Center at Hana Garden, 10870 San Pablo Ave

BIRDING TRIPS

RSVP (510)559-7677 or midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

8am-2pm (Fee: $12/Trip)
Nov 8: Starkweather Shoreline Park
Nov 22: Bedwell Bayfront Park
Dec 13: Crissy Fields

Meditative Tea Tasting Workshop
Wednesday, November 6th, 1PM-2PM
Universal Chan, a non-profit organization, combines
meditation and tea tasting to promote health and wellness. Through guided meditation in the workshop, participants will experience the calm sense of the mind
and body, enhancing the awareness and sensitivity to
the aroma and taste of premium teas. Space is limited.
RSVP by calling (510)559-7677.

Please note: All Birding, Hiking, Walking, Luncheon & Day Trips
depart from the Contra Costa Civic Theater
parking lot located at 951 Pomona Ave in El Cerrito.

SENIOR SNIPPETS

OFF-SITE ADULT PROGRAMS

Note: Full articles are available online at
www.el cerrito.org/98/Committee-on-Aging or visit the
Midtown Activity Center.
Medical: Remember to get your inﬂuenza vaccination by
the end of October. Many places have run out of the senior
dose, so the regular dose vaccine is being given instead to
all.
Resource Fair: A huge success in every way! More than 200
seniors and over 40 vendors participated this year. Thank
you to all of you who made this event a success.

COMMITTEE ON AGING
Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 20th at 3pm.
Meetings are held at El Cerrito City Hall Council Chambers
located at 10890 San Pablo Ave.

Zumba Gold, Lap Swim, Water Walking, Water
Aerobics, Swim Lessons, Acrylic & Watercolor Arts,
Pottery, Pickleball, Taiji Quan, Yoga, Polynesian Dance,
Aikido, Tennis and more! Details available in the rEC
guide and online www.el-cerrito.org/recreation.

Midtown Activity Center OFFICE CLOSED:
M, 11/11—Veteran’s Day
Th, 11/28 & Fri, 11/29—Thanksgiving
Tu-W, 12/24/19-1/1/20—Winter Holidays

New Office Hours Beginning January 2020

M-Th: 8:30am-4:30pm & Fri: 8:30am-4pm
El Cerrito Midtown Activity Center: Senior Services Annual Giving Campaign

The Senior Services Division raises funds to off-set the cost of many of our senior programs and services. Your generous
Donations help keep program costs down and allows us to continue to expand and improve program offerings.
Donations may be tax deductible. For more information, call (510) 559-7677 or email midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Cut Here. Mail the lower portion with your Donation)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution:

My gift:

$10

$25

$50

$100 $150 $250 $500 $1,000

other: $_________________ I

Cash, Check, Visa, Master Card, American Express accepted. Make checks payable to: CITY OF EL CERRITO
Name:_________________________________________ Street:_______________________________________
City:___________________________________________ State:_________ Zip Code:____________
 I authorize the City of El Cerrito to charge my credit card on file ending in ___ ___ ___ ___

Exp __ __ / __ __

Signature:_____________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

CALIFORNIA HOUSING LAW UPDATE
20+ New Housing Laws in 2019: Governor Newsom signed
more than 20 bills into law during the 2019 legislative
session that address different components of California’s
housing crisis. Together, the laws create new, complex and
sometimes vague and conflicting requirements for public
agencies, municipalities, businesses, and non-profit
organizations involved in the state’s housing sector.

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT 2019 HOUSING LEGISLATION
This document summarizes the most important of the new laws divided into five categories:
I.
Municipal control over housing development
II.
Availability of housing sites
III.
Homeless issues
IV.
Finance and development of affordable housing
V.
Tenant rights
The summary was prepared by Meyers Nave housing law experts John Bakker, Jon Goetz
and Alex Mog. They are available by email or phone (800.464.3559) to answer questions.

I.

New Laws Affecting Municipal Control Over Housing Development
A. SB 330 [Housing Crisis Act of 2019]
Until January 1, 2025, the Housing Crisis Act of 2019 suspends certain restrictions on the
development of new housing and expedites the permitting of housing in urbanized areas
of the state. SB 330 prohibits an “affected” city or county from enacting or enforcing
moratoria on housing development or certain growth-control ordinances and prohibits
changes to a “less intensive use,” including “anything that would lessen the intensity of
housing.”
The law also strengthens the Housing Accountability Act by prohibiting an agency from
disapproving a housing project or approving the project at a lower density if it complies
with the applicable, objective standards in place when a project submits a complete
“preliminary application” containing certain required information.
In addition, the Act contains other provisions designed to eliminate delays in the
production of housing, such as prohibiting a jurisdiction from holding more than five
hearings of any kind for projects that meet all applicable, objective standards. In order
to implement SB 330, jurisdictions are required to develop checklists identifying information
required for a project to be considered complete and for a “preliminary application.”
the various provisions remain operative only until January 1, 2025.
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I.

New Laws Affecting Municipal Control Over Housing Development (continued)
B. AB 68, AB 587, AB 670, 671, AB 881, SB 13 [Accessory Dwelling Units]
The Governor signed a series of bills that significantly limit local jurisdictions’ ability
to restrict the development of accessory dwelling units (“ADUs”). Under the new law,
a jurisdiction must ministerially approve a detached ADU that is less than 800 square feet,
is shorter than 16 feet, and has at least four foot rear and side-yard setbacks, as well as
a second “junior” ADU meeting certain requirements constructed within a single-family
dwelling on the same parcel.
The legislation includes numerous other restrictions, such as prohibitions on lot coverage
restrictions, lot size restrictions, and owner-occupancy requirements. Jurisdictions must
generally review and approve compliant ADUs within 60 days, and are prohibited from
imposing development impact fees, excluding connect fee or capacity charges, on ADUs
smaller than 750 square feet. A jurisdiction may now choose to allow the sale of an ADU
in certain circumstances.
In addition, AB 670 prohibits homeowners associations and other common interest
developments from prohibiting or unreasonably restricting the development of ADUs.
The laws remain in effect until January 1, 2025.

C. AB 1485, SB 235 [SB 35 Expansion]
SB 35 (Government Code section 65913.4) allows for streamlined ministerial approvals
of multifamily residential projects that meet certain criteria. Where a jurisdiction has
produced less than its share of the above-moderate RHNA during the reporting period,
a developer is eligible for the streamlined process if, among other requirements, 10%
of the units in the development are affordable to households making at or below 80%
of the area median income.
In those circumstances, AB 1485 and SB 235 will allow developments in the nine-county
San Francisco Bay region the option of instead producing 20% of the units affordable to
households making at or below 120% of the area median income, with an average income
of 100% of area median income. Households in these units may not spend more than 30%
of their incomes on housing. The bills make various other minor changes to SB 35.
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I.

New Laws Affecting Municipal Control Over Housing Development (continued)
D. SB 450, SB 744 [CEQA Exemption for Transitional or Supportive Housing]
SB 450 provides that the conversion of a structure certified for occupancy as a motel,
hotel, residential hotel, or hostel into a supportive or transitional housing facility is exempt
from CEQA. In order for this exception to apply, the conversion may not result in more
than a 10% expansion of the floor area in any living unit within the structure, or result
in any significant effects relating to traffic, noise, air quality, or water quality.
SB 744 adopts changes to the circumstances under which a supportive housing project
must be treated as a permitted use, and provides that applying for funding for supportive
housing projects under California’s No Place Like Home Program is not a project under CEQA.

II.

New Laws Enhancing Availability of Housing Sites
A. AB 1486, AB 1255 [Strengthening Surplus Lands Act]
The Surplus Land Act requires local agencies to notify other public agencies and certain
non-profit housing developers and engage in good faith negotiations with them prior
to disposing of surplus property. The purpose of these requirements is to make land available
for open space, recreation, and affordable housing. AB 1486 continues the Legislature’s
recent tightening of those requirements. Among other things, it requires an agency, prior
to disposing property, to either declare it surplus or exempt surplus property; expands
the definition of exempt surplus property; prohibits negotiations prior to the notification;
requires notification of HCD of compliance with the Surplus Lands Act’s requirements;
and establishes a penalty of 30% of sales price.
Additionally, AB 1255 also requires cities to create a “central inventory” of its surplus lands
and report the following information to HCD as part of its annual progress report: address,
parcel numbers, existing use, and size. HCD is required to make the information available
in an existing publicly available database of state-owned surplus land.
B. SB 6 [Inventories of Land Suitable for Residential Development]
Cities and counties are required to identify land suitable for residential development
in their housing elements. SB 6 requires local agencies to submit an electronic copy of
“inventories of land suitable residential development” included in their housing elements
that are adopted on or after January 1, 2021. The submittal must be made using standards,
forms, and definitions adopted by HCD. HCD in turn will make this information available
to the Department of General Services, which is required to include the information
in an internet-accessible database.
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II.

New Laws Enhancing Availability of Housing Sites (continued)
C. AB 1483 [Housing Data and Collection]
AB 1483 adds Government Code section 65940.1 to require cities, counties and special
districts to put various housing development-related information on their websites and
update it within 30 days of any changes. The reported information includes a schedule
of fees, exactions, and affordability requirements; zoning ordinances and development
standards; the list of information required of applicants for development projects under
Government Code section 65940; financial reports on fees required by the Mitigation Fee
Act; and an archive of impacts fee studies prepared on or after January 1, 2018.
The Legislature asserts that the foregoing are not unfunded mandates because local
agencies have the authority to levy fees to pay for the effort. AB 1483 also requires HCD
to develop a housing data strategy that identifies the date useful to enforce existing
housing laws and inform state housing policy making.

III. New Laws Targeting Homeless Issues
A. AB 101 [Budget Trailer Bill]
The Attorney General is authorized to enforce the Housing Element Law and various
related provisions. AB 101 establishes a process that HCD must follow prior to the Attorney
General doing so. It goes on to require fines of at least $10,000, and up to $100,000, per
month for a jurisdiction’s failure to comply with a court order to bring its housing element
into compliance with state law.
AB 101 also makes “Low Barrier Navigation Centers” a “by right use” in areas “zoned
for mixed use and nonresidential zones permitting multifamily uses.” Finally, AB 101
directs HCD to “develop a recommended improved regional housing need allocation process
and methodology that promotes and streamlines housing development and substantially
addresses California’s housing shortage.” HCD must submit its report to the Legislature
by December 31, 2022.
B. AB 761 [Use of State Armories as Homeless Shelters]
Currently, state owned armories in certain counties are available to the city or county
in which the armory is located for use as a temporary homeless shelter during the winter
months. AB 761 would authorize, at the sole discretion of the Adjutant General, the head
of the California National Guard, any vacant armory to be used throughout the year as a
shelter from hazardous weather for homeless individuals.
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IV. New Laws Assisting in the Finance and Development of Affordable Housing
A. AB 1763 [Density Bonus for 100% Affordable Housing Projects]
AB 1763 provides an 80% density bonus and four incentives or concessions for housing
projects that contain 100% affordable units (including the density bonus units but excluding
manager’s units) for low and very low income households. If the project is located within
a half mile of a major transit stop, the bill goes even further by eliminating all restrictions
on density, and allowing a height increase of up to three stories or 33 feet. For housing
projects that qualify as a special needs or supportive housing development, the legislation
eliminates all local parking requirements.
The legislation is particularly suited to projects obtaining low income housing tax credits,
as it adopts rent affordability standards from the low income housing tax credit program.
It is also designed to be compatible with the state’s Mixed Income Loan Program, which
provides financing for projects restricting units up to 120% of area median income.
B. AB 1487 [Bay Area Housing Finance Authority]
AB 1487 creates the Bay Area Housing Finance Authority within the nine-county San
Francisco Bay Area. The Authority is jointly governed by the Board of MTC and ABAG’s
executive board. The Authority is authorized, subject to voter approval where required,
to levy parcel taxes, business license taxes, special business taxes based on number of
employees, and commercial linkage fees. It can also issue general obligation bonds. Any
ballot measure authorizing one of the levies can be placed on the ballot of as few as four
of the Bay Area counties.
Authority revenue must be used for construction of new affordable housing, affordable
housing preservation, tenant protection programs, planning and technical assistance
related to affordable housing, and for infrastructure to support housing. The law also
contains guidelines for how the revenue will be distributed across the region.
C. AB 1743 [Affordable Housing Project Exemption from Mello-Roos Taxes; Housing
Accountability Act]
AB 1743 (Bloom) provides that affordable housing properties receiving a welfare exemption
from property taxes are exempt from Mello-Roos district special taxes adopted after
January 1, 2020. This bill further provides that under the Housing Accountability Act,
obtaining a welfare exemption is not considered an “adverse impact” on public health
or safety allowing a local government to disapprove a proposed housing project.

5

Summary of Significant 2019 Housing Legislation
IV. New Laws Assisting in the Finance and Development of Affordable Housing (cont.)
D. SB 196 [Property Tax Exemption for Community Land Trust Property]
SB 196 (Beall) provides a “welfare exemption” from property taxes for property owned
by a community land trust that will be developed or rehabilitated for an affordable
ownership or rental housing development. The exemption remains in effect from the
time of the community land trust’s acquisition of the property until the completion and
sale of the affordable homes. For completed homes located on 99 year community land
trust leases, the bill establishes a rebuttable presumption that the sales price of the
home is the value of the property for property tax assessment purposes.
This bill is an important protection for community land trusts, which are nonprofit
organizations that promote affordable housing by retaining permanent ownership
of land underlying affordable for sale and rental housing.
E. AB 101 [Budget Trailer Bill]
The Governor’s proposed Budget hinted at the possibility of withholding state funds
for jurisdictions that failed to meet state housing requirements. Ultimately, the Legislature
took a carrot rather than a stick approach in the final budget. Jurisdictions will be given
additional points in competitive grant programs for jurisdictions designated by HCD as
“prohousing.” The legislation defines “prohousing local policies” as “policies that facilitate
the planning, approval, or construction of housing.”
Such bonus points will be awarded in the following grant programs: (1) Affordable
Housing and Sustainable Communities Program; (2) The Transformative Climate
Communities Program; (3) The Infill Incentive Grant Program of 2007; and “other state
grant programs where already allowable by state law.”

V.

New Laws Adding Tenants’ Rights
A. SB 329 [Prohibition on Discrimination against Section 8 Participants]
SB 329 (Mitchell) prohibits landlords from discriminating against tenants or applicants
for tenancy on the basis of their use of Section 8 or other housing vouchers. State law
has long prohibited housing discrimination on the basis of a tenant’s source of income,
but this is the first time that the law has specifically prohibited landlords from refusing
to rent to holders of housing vouchers. Many landlords dislike the burdensome
administrative requirements of the Section 8 program, and widespread refusal to honor
vouchers has made it difficult for voucher holders to secure rental housing.
While this new law will prevent landlords from barring voucher holders, it does not impact
a landlord’s right to disapprove applicants for other reasons.
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V.

New Laws Adding Tenants’ Rights (continued)
B. AB 1482 [Tenant Protection Act of 2019]
AB 1482 (Chiu) aims to protect tenants from “rent gouging” and evictions by adopting
a cap on annual rent increases and “just cause eviction” requirements.
Beginning January 1, 2020, landlords may not increase rents more than the increase
in the consumer price index plus five percent, up to ten percent per twelve month period.
In recent years, the increase in the consumer price index has typically been in the range
of two to three percent, so this would translate to typical rent increase caps of seven to
eight percent per year. Rents which increased after March 15, 2019 in amounts higher
than the cap must be rolled back on January 1 to the capped amount. The limits apply
to existing tenants only, and landlords are not restricted in the initial amounts they can
charge to new tenants.
There are a number of exceptions to the rent cap requirement, including housing less
than fifteen years old, deed-restricted affordable housing, single family homes and
condominiums (except those owned by REITs and corporations), and duplexes where
the owner occupies one of the units. The AB 1482 rent cap does not preempt local
rent control ordinances, which remain in effect.
AB 1482’s “just cause” limits on evictions may prove to have even more impact than
the rent cap.
The legislation eliminates landlords’ ability to evict long-term tenants for no reason,
something that is currently permitted primarily for month-to-month tenants. Tenants
who have lived in the property for more than a year can only be evicted for specified
“at-fault” or “no-fault” reasons. At-fault events include typical lease defaults such as
nonpayment of rent, breach of other lease terms, or criminal activity, nuisance or waste.
Landlords can terminate leases for at-fault reasons after providing tenants written notice
and an opportunity to cure the default. No-fault events include things such as owners
and their family members moving into the unit, removal of the unit from the rental
market, or substantial remodels (not mere cosmetic changes) that require the tenants
to vacate the unit for more than thirty days.
Landlords must pay tenants or waive one month of rent as a relocation payment for
no-fault evictions. The exceptions from the just cause eviction rules are similar to the
exemptions from the rent cap requirements. The legislation’s “just cause” provisions do
not apply in jurisdictions that had just cause ordinances in effect prior to September 1, 2019.

7

El Cerrito Police Department
Public Forum on
Kensington Request for Proposal (RFP)
The El Cerrito Police Department will be hosting a public forum on the Kensington Police

Services RFP to solicit feedback from El Cerrito residents and businessowners.

Date: Friday, November 8, 2019
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Location: City Hall Council Chambers
10890 San Pablo Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530
For additional information or if you would like to send feedback electronically, contact Elizabeth
Vera at (510) 215-4410 and evera@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Be the lifeline patients need.
Give blood.

Blood Drive
City of El Cerrito

Thursday, December 19, 2019
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
To schedule your appointment
or for more information visit redcrossblood.org
and enter sponsor code: ELCERRITO
or call 1-800 RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
APPOINTMENTS REQUESTED.
If you have questions regarding your eligibility to donate blood, please call 1-866-236-3276.

Give a gift, get a gift. Come to give Dec. 19-Jan. 5 for an
exclusive Red Cross long-sleeved T-shirt, while supplies
last!

Scan to schedule
an appointment.

Give Something that Means Something® | RedCrossBlood.org | 1-800-RED CROSS
© 2019 The American National Red Cross | 262701
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Garden Room/ El Cerrito Community Center
7007 Moeser Lane
El Cerrito, CA 94530

