MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

`
Mayor and City Council
Karen Pinkos, City Manager
December 5, 2019
City Manager’s Update

On December 3, 2019, the El Cerrito City Council completed their annual reorganization.
Congratulations to newly appointed Mayor Greg Lyman and Mayor Pro Tem Paul Fadelli.
While this will be the third time I’ve worked with Councilmember Lyman in his service as
Mayor, it will be the first time in my role as City Manager, and I very much look forward to
his leadership. I am also pleased to continue working with Mayor Pro Tem Fadelli in this
new role. I’d like to recognize Councilmember Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto’s excellent service
as Mayor, I was extremely proud to work with her especially in my first year in this
position. Of course, I’m also grateful to Councilmembers Janet Abelson and Gabe Quinto
for their dedication and efforts this year as well.
As I reflect on my first year as City Manager—yes, time certainly flies!—I remain extremely
proud to work for this esteemed City Council. They work hard, they always seek to do the
right thing, and they care deeply about El
Cerrito. We have a challenging year
ahead of us as we work on improving our
financial health and sustainability. I am
determined to roll up my sleeves with
this Council, our staff, and our community
as we ask hard questions and set clear
priorities. I appreciate the opportunity to
serve this City Council and look forward
to the work we will be doing in our
community together.
Karen Pinkos, ICMA-CM
Karen Pinkos
City Manager
City of El Cerrito
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CITY MANAGEMENT
Holiday Closure for City Offices
City Hall and Fire Administration will be closed Monday, December 23 through Wednesday,
January 1. Offices will re-open on Thursday, January 2, 2020.
Community Orchestra Recital
The Beginning Orchestra class, sponsored by the El Cerrito Arts & Culture Commission, is
having their Winter Recital at the Community Center on Saturday, December 14 at 7 p.m.
They are celebrating 100 years of women’s suffrage with works by composers that are
women. You are invited to celebrate community music-making. This event is free.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The City is pleased to offer the following employment opportunities:
Childcare Aide (Part-Time Summer and School Year)
Childcare Teacher (Part-Time Summer and School Year)
Facility Attendant (Senior Recreation Leader)
Police Cadet (Part-Time)
Police Officer - Lateral and Academy Graduate
Police Officer – Recruit
Police Officer – Reserve
Water Fitness Instructor (Aquatics Specialist II)
Apply today at www.el-cerrito.org/jobs

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Planning Commission Recap
On November 20, the Planning Commission recommended approval of a Tentative Parcel
Map at 7952 Terrace Drive. This Tentative Parcel Map requires an exception to the City’s
Subdivision Ordinance because one of the proposed lots does not have frontage on a public
street. The exception to the Subdivision Ordinance requires City Council approval and is
scheduled to be reviewed by the City Council on January 21, 2020. For more information,

CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
contact planning@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
The Planning Commission also continued a Tier IV Design Review application for 921 Kearney
Street and requested the applicant to revise the project. This application is scheduled for the
December 18 Planning Commission meeting.
El Cerrito Restaurant Week – Save the Date
The next El Cerrito Restaurant Week will be held January 16 through January 26, 2020.
More details to come. For more information about the event, visit elcerrito.org/restaurantweek.

FIRE
Annual Toys for Tots
We have begun our Annual Toys for Tots campaign with the United States Marine Corps. The
program will run through December 21. Toy collection barrels/boxes are located at City Hall,
the Public Safety Building (Station 71), Fire Station 72, and the Public Safety Building in
Kensington (Station 65). We will also have Toy collection barrels/boxes for our Annual
Pancake Breakfast at the Community Center on December 7. Please donate new and
unwrapped toys only. Contact Captain Damien Carrion at (510) 215-4457 or dcarrion@ci.elcerrito.ca.us with any questions.

POLICE
Car Burglary Awareness
During the holidays, many El Cerritans spend time shopping for gifts for friends and relatives.
Unfortunately, thieves are on the prowl. Please use care when leaving your vehicle in
shopping centers, throughout the Bay Area.
Make sure to:
• Be aware of your surroundings.
• Secure your car.
• Hide valuables and purchases from sight, before arriving at the shopping center.
• Park in well-lit areas.
• Do not leave items visible in vehicles (we can’t say this enough!).
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
Police Retirement
Detective Jeff Albrandt is retiring after serving over 25 years
with the El Cerrito Police Department. Detective Albrandt was
an exceptional patrol officer and has also held multiple specialty
assignments in the department. Detective Albrandt has received
several awards, including El Cerrito Police Department Officer of
the Year in 1994 and 2006. Detective Albrandt was honored for
his service to the community at the El Cerrito City Council
meeting on Tuesday evening. Please join us in wishing Detective
Albrandt well in his retirement!

PUBLIC WORKS
Update on the City’s Glyphosate Moratorium
After hearing concerns from community members about the City’s use of glyphosate (the
active ingredient in Roundup® and other herbicides), the City Manager instituted a one-year
moratorium on the City’s use of the chemical in all landscapes starting in June 2019. Since the
beginning of the moratorium, City staff has been seeking effective glyphosate alternatives
with reduced toxicity levels and are collecting information to document the results, as well as
any financial and labor impacts. This information will better inform the City as it considers
further discontinuation of glyphosate products. Please contact the Maintenance Division at
(510) 215-4369 or maintenance@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us for more information.
Recycling Center’s ReUse Station Provides Convenient Location to Support ReUse and
Reduce Illegal Dumping
The City of El Cerrito continues to host a ReUse Station at the Recycling Center, offering
residents and community members a convenient location for donating used clothes and
household items to support reuse. With materials now going to Eco Salvage, a company that
works directly with non-profit partners in the thrift industry, the on-site staffed trailer tucked
behind the Exchange Zone accepts many reusable household items, as long as they are clean,
intact, and in good working condition. Accepted materials include: clothing, accessories,
belts, shoes; small working appliances; small furniture (no particle board); dishes, kitchen
accessories; collectibles; musical instruments; and other housewares. The program gives new
life to used items and helps to address the persistent issue of illegal dumping.
Revenue generated from the program helps to support the overall operations at the
Recycling + Environmental Resource Center. Moreover, any revenue has become increasingly
important during the unprecedented downturn in the global recycling markets, as the City is
now receiving much less revenue, or in many cases is paying, to process other materials
collected at curbside or the Recycling Center. In the past, the City has hosted non-profit
“Donation Stations,” with partners including Goodwill and St. Vincent de Paul. However, for
various staffing and economic reasons, these non-profits found that operating the Station
was unsustainable. By developing an agreement directly with Eco Salvage, the City has been
able to continue offering this service to the community, while using it to help offset other
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
costs associated with operating the Recycling Center.
For community members still interested in donating clothes and household items directly to
a non-profit, Goodwill offers donation centers at stores in Albany (505 San Pablo Ave) and
Richmond (12341 San Pablo Ave). Members of the public can support reuse and the Recycling
Center by discarding household items using the Recycling Center’s ReUse Station. For more
information, please visit el-cerrito.org/955/Programs or contact green@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

RECREATION
Hot Off the Press! The El Cerrito Recreation
Department Winter/Spring rECguide is now
available for viewing online. Don’t miss out on
your favorite classes! Registration for classes,
activities and various programs opens online
12/3/19 and in-office 12/10/19.
Holiday Camp: December 23 – January 3 (7 am
– 6 pm)
Location: El Cerrito Community Center, 7007
Moeser Lane
Contact: Recreation Department Staff,
recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, (510) 559-7000,

www.el-cerrito.org/recreation.
Holiday Camp is offered for children in grades Kindergarten through 6th grade on December
23, 26, 27, 30 and January 2 and 3. Registration for this program is by-the-day. Each day will
include arts & crafts, sports & outdoor games (indoor physical games in the Main Hall if
weather determines), special events, non-denominational holiday themed enrichment
activities, and more! Registration is now open in person at the Community Center or online
at www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg.
Monthly 50+ Bulletin
Check out the monthly 50+ Bulletin for ongoing and upcoming activities and programs for
adults that take place at the Midtown Activity Center and Hana Gardens Senior Center.
Available online at www.el-cerrito.org/281/50-Plus-Bulletin or at the Midtown Activity Center
(10940 San Pablo Ave).
Subscribe & Follow
For up to date information on all the happenings brought to you by the El Cerrito Recreation
Department, please subscribe to our email newsletter rECnews at www.elcerrito.org/recreation. Follow us: Instagram - @ecrecreation | Facebook - @ecrecreation |
Twitter - @ElCerritoREC
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)

UPCOMING EVENTS
 December 7 (Saturday) – Pancake Breakfast & Toy Drive, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Location: El Cerrito Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane
Contact: Recreation Department Staff, recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, (510) 559-7000, elcerrito.org/recreation
Enjoy food, fun, and festivities at the Annual Holiday Pancake Breakfast. Doors open at 9 a.m. for
hot cocoa, warm and toasty pancakes, and breakfast meats. Breakfast will be followed by a visit
from the North Pole by none other than Santa himself! City of El Cerrito preschool and childcare
students will car2ol for us. The grand finale for an already fun event will be an engaging and
interactive puppet show of The Three Little Pigs performed by The Puppet Art Theater Co. Tickets
go on sale this November and can be purchased at the El Cerrito Community Center during office
hours, or online at el-cerrito.org/onlinereg. Tickets are $5 per child and $10 per adult (all
proceeds benefit the David Hunter Memorial Scholarship). Children under 12 must be
accompanied by an adult. Please support the Marine’s Toy Drive by bringing a toy for a child in
need.
 December 12 (Thursday) – Holiday Nutcracker Performance, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: City Hall Council Chambers, 10890 San Pablo Ave
Contact: (510) 559-7677, midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, el-cerrito.org/recreation
Dancers from the El Cerrito Ballet Center will be performing their version of the Nutcracker
Ballet. Seniors and their families are invited to join us for this special performance. Easy Ride
Paratransit service is available to eligible senior residents. Space is limited, RSVP required. To
RSVP or request more information, contact (510) 559-7677 or midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
 December 13 (Friday) - CoCo Café Holiday Lunch & Musical Performance, 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.
Location: Midtown Activity Center, 10940 San Pablo Ave
Contact: (510) 559-7677, midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, el-cerrito.org/recreation
December 5, 2019
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
The Coco Café Nutrition program provides hot, nutritious meals to adults ages 60 and older for a
suggested donation of $3 per meal. Join us for a special musical performance by the Senior SingAlong Group followed by a holiday meal of pot roast with gravy, mashed potatoes, peas with
pearl onions, tossed salad and banana pudding. 24-hour advance reservation required. First-time
attendees, please arrive a few minutes early to complete required NAPIS form. Please RSVP.
 December 14 (Saturday) – Community Orchestra Recital, 7 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane
Contact: (510) 215-4318, mwilliams@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
The Beginning Orchestra class is having their Winter Recital at the Community Center on
Saturday, December 14 at 7 p.m. They are celebrating 100 years of women’s suffrage with works
by female composers. This event is free. Sponsored by the El Cerrito Arts & Culture Commission.
 December 19 (Thursday) – Community Blood Drive, 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Community Center (Garden Room), 7007 Moeser Lane
Contact: (800) RED CROSS
Be the lifeline patients need. Give Blood. Schedule your appointment at redcrosblood.org and
enter sponsor code: ELCERRITO or call the Red Cross directly. Flyer below.
 December 30 (Monday) - Mystery Book Club, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton Ave
Contact: Alison Peters, apeters@ccclib.org, (510) 526-7512
Join us to talk about all things mystery! We're a fun group and welcome newcomers, and often
have special mystery author guests. December’s book pick is Murder in Bel-Air, by Cara Black.

January 24 (Friday) – Crab Feed, Doors Open at 6 p.m. Dinner Served at 7 p.m.
Location: El Cerrito Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane
Contact: recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us, 510-559-7000, el-cerrito.org/crabfeed
Purchase tickets now through December 20 to take advantage of our early bird price of $50
per ticket! Tickets go up to $60 per ticket on December 21.
Ticket proceeds benefit the David Hunter Youth Memorial Scholarship which provides
scholarships for invaluable programs and experiences like swim lessons, summer camp,
enrichment classes
and more. Join us
for a fun night of
community while
enjoying generous
servings of crab
along with garlic
bread, salad,
pasta, and dessert.
There will also be
a no-host bar and
raffle. Kids Club
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
available ($15 per kid, includes pasta dinner) so parents and guardians can enjoy the night
while their children are supervised nearby. Tickets can be purchased at the El Cerrito
Community Center (7007 Lane).

PERSONNEL UPDATES
Retirement
Detective Jeff Albrandt, Police Department

ATTACHMENTS
•
•
•
•

City Holiday Closures Notice
Blood Drive
Toys for Tots Drive
Community Orchestra Recital

hh
h
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SPONSORED BY EL CERRITO ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION

COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA
RECITAL
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE IN THE
U.S. THROUGH WOMEN'S MUSIC

WORKS BY CASULANA,
SCHUMANN, SMYTH, BEACH,
& CHAMINADE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 - 7PM
EL CERRITO COMMUNITY CENTER
7007 MOESER LANE, EL CERRITO
FREE

Be the lifeline patients need.
Give blood.

Blood Drive
City of El Cerrito

Thursday, December 19, 2019
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
To schedule your appointment
or for more information visit redcrossblood.org
and enter sponsor code: ELCERRITO
or call 1-800 RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
APPOINTMENTS REQUESTED.
If you have questions regarding your eligibility to donate blood, please call 1-866-236-3276.

Give a gift, get a gift. Come to give Dec. 19-Jan. 5 for an
exclusive Red Cross long-sleeved T-shirt, while supplies
last!

Scan to schedule
an appointment.

Give Something that Means Something® | RedCrossBlood.org | 1-800-RED CROSS
© 2019 The American National Red Cross | 262701
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Garden Room/ El Cerrito Community Center
7007 Moeser Lane
El Cerrito, CA 94530

El Cerrito Fire Department and
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve
present

Annual Toys for
Tots Drive
Please donate new
and unwrapped toys.
Collection barrels are at
City Hall (10890 San Pablo Ave)
Fire Station 71 (10900 San Pablo Ave)
Fire Station 72 (1520 Arlin gton Blvd)

K e n s i n g t o n F i r e S t a t i o n (2 1 7 A r l i n g t o n A v e)
Pancake Breakfast at Community Ctr, (December 7)

THROUGH DECEMBER 21, 2019

