MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Mayor and City Council
Karen Pinkos, City Manager
May 28, 2020
City Manager’s Update

As we enter week 12 of this emergency, the work of the City keeps moving along. Once again, I would
like to thank our outstanding City employee team for all that they do, both what the public sees and
everything behind the scenes. We are constantly adjusting and planning, based on the County health
order and State recommendations, for providing public services in this rapidly changing environment.
The health and safety of our residents, customers, and employees is of course the highest priority as
we consider reopening our buildings, programs, and services.
As of this update, we do not have confirmation from the County as to when we can expect to hear
changes to the health order. However, I do anticipate that in the next week or two we will learn of
further easing of restrictions. Once again, I ask that our residents, businesses, and customers continue
to have patience and compassion as our City team is working on how best to serve all of you at this
time and in the future.
Some of the services we have continued to provide have had to be modified. In many circumstances
we are working through a backlog of work because of the lockdown, as well as a reduced level of
service in some areas because of the implementation of staff furloughs as a result of the economic
challenges the City is facing. Because of this, I again ask your patience as customers should expect
delays in our services for the foreseeable future. Please know that we still have the goal of providing
our services in a professional, courteous, and safe manner despite the challenges before us. I
appreciate everyone’s understanding and I invite anyone to contact our team with questions.
This week has been difficult in many ways. I am thankful for our El Cerrito community that cares about
each other and celebrates our core values of inclusiveness and respect for diversity. As we go into the
month of June, we celebrate Pride Month by flying the rainbow flag at City Hall as well as Loving Day by
honoring racial equality, marriage equality, and human equality. Let us all come together as neighbors
to look out for each other, to always seek to do the right thing, and to stand united against hate.
And of course, next week we celebrate the El Cerrito High School Class of 2020 as they graduate! On
June 1 and 2, El Cerrito High School will host a drive-through style graduation for Seniors and their
families. While we know we aren’t able to celebrate the Class of 2020 in the traditional way, the
achievements and accomplishments of these remarkable students shine just as bright as ever. All of El
Cerrito is extremely proud of this special Senior Class, and we wish each and every Gaucho the very
best of luck and happiness in their futures. Congratulations Class of 2020...this is just the beginning,
and we cannot wait to see what you will do next!
As always, please stay safe and healthy, and be good to one another and to yourselves.
Karen Pinkos
City Manager
City of El Cerrito
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CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES
el-cerrito.org/COVID19 Please see website for citywide
updates.
COVID-19 tests are available to
all Contra Costa County
residents — with or without
symptoms. Schedule your
appointment today:
https://lhi.care/covidtesting
Retail operations have
resumed with limitations;
curbside pickup/online
ordering only
The Count Health Officer has
issued a new Health Order
allowing some retail operations
to resume with guidelines in place to ensure safe operations. View the details and associated
guidance on the Health Departments' coronavirus website.
Graduations, Farmers' Markets, Religious Services - thinking about programs and events in a time
of COVID-19
Contra Costa County's Health Officer has issued several new Health Orders recently, among them
one that will allow for a new type of graduation ceremony or religious service based on gatherings in
vehicles. The Health Officer is relying upon data from 5 indicators to show progress in flattening the
coronavirus curve, and as more success is seen, restrictions are slowly eased back. Find out more
about the vehicle gatherings at the County's website.

CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
CITY MANAGEMENT
Census 2020
You can respond to Census 2020 at home (online, by phone, or by mail). We know that this is a
stressful time, but how we respond to this census will literally impact how we respond to future
public health crises like the one we are facing now. Please help our community, our county, our
state, and our country achieve a complete count during this census. Respond to census 2020 by
visiting my2020census.gov.
Regular City Council Meeting on Tuesday, June 2 at 7:00 p.m.
The City Council will hold a regular meeting on Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at 7 p.m. During the COVID19 State of Emergency, and suspension of certain provisions of the Brown Act (Pursuant to
Executive Order N-25-20 and N-29-20), City Council meetings will be held remotely, with no
physical location for public participation. The public will still have the same ability to listen and
view from home.
Public comments can be submitted in one of two ways:
1. Via email to cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
2. Via voicemail at (510) 306-2558
For complete and up-to-date details on how to submit public comments during the COVID-19
State of Emergency, please visit el-cerrito.org/CouncilMeetingMaterials.
Special City Council Budget Meeting on Tuesday June 9, 2020 at 1:00 p.m.
The City Council will hold a Budget Workshop at a Special City Council meeting scheduled for
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. Please visit Council Meeting Videos & Materials for more
information.
Public Record Requests Now Online
Requests for public records can now be submitted online. While certain records are exempt by
statute, records of the City are public, and the goal of the City Clerk’s Department is to provide quick
and easy access to public records. The City encourages requests to be submitted in writing to assist
in providing the requestor with an accurate and timely response. For more information, please visit
el-cerrito.org/records. For questions, please contact the City Clerk at cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
New Guidelines as Businesses Re-Open
As our businesses re-open, new guidelines will continue to evolve to protect the health and safety
of employees and the public. Staff will continue to update our webpages to provide a variety of
resources at el-cerrito.org/COVID19 to help both businesses and residents understand postpandemic processes and practices. Other resources can also be accessed at covid19.ca.gov and
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
business.ca.gov/coronavirus-2019. We encourage you to support El Cerrito businesses by shopping
locally.
The City of El Cerrito’s Community Development, Public Works, and Police departments are also
meeting to identify and develop guidelines and policies to support businesses to be able to utilize
outdoor areas and reconfigure their indoor areas to adjust to the new guidelines and requirements.
Building and Inspection Services Update
As of June 1, 2020, and due to increased inspection demand, there will be some procedural changes
for building inspections in the City of El Cerrito.
•

Please make requests at least two (2) business days prior to being needed. Due to current
increased volume and limited staff time due to the Covid-19 pandemic, it may not be
possible to meet the 48-hour timeline. A Permit Technician will inform the requestor by
email of the scheduled inspection day after processing the request. Inspectors will not
schedule inspections.

•

The cut-off time for scheduling inspections is 4 p.m. each day. Requests made after 4 p.m.
will be processed after the end of the next business day.

•

When scheduling inspections, you are required to request either an AM or PM time. Exact
times will not be offered.

•

Inspectors will no longer contact those who have requested an inspection on the morning of
the inspection, to allow them to leave the office sooner to accommodate greater numbers of
inspections. Instead, their order of inspections will be posted on the Building Division
website by 9 a.m. each inspection day.

•

Inspections will be offered on:
Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

CLOSED

Closed from 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.

CLOSED

1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 1 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
•

Wednesday

CLOSED

1 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

CLOSED

If you need to contact your inspector for matters other than the inspection for your project,
they will be available by phone from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. Monday through Thursday, except for
holidays. The inspectors’ office numbers are listed on the Building website at elcerrito.org/Building.

Eviction Moratorium
The Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors passed a County Urgency Ordinance on May 26, 2020
that continues an eviction moratorium for residential properties and small businesses through July
15, 2020. The County urgency ordinance also continues a temporary rent freeze for certain
residential properties through July 15, 2020. Please visit the County’s website here for additional
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
information.
The City Council also adopted an El Cerrito Urgency Ordinance on March 25, 2020 enacting a
temporary moratorium to halt evictions for residential and commercial tenants financially impacted
by COVID-19. The El Cerrito ordinance does not establish rent forgiveness but provides temporary
rent forbearance (for qualified tenants) by 1) providing 6-months to catch up on unpaid rent and 2)
preventing late fees from being charged (for qualified tenants) who can demonstrate loss of income
or revenue due to COVID-19. The 6-month timeline starts at the expiration of the ordinance.
To learn more, please see the City's website here where you can also find the Frequently Asked
Questions.

FIRE
Fire Alert Cameras Viewable by the Public
With peak fire season upon us, there is an increasing need to utilize technology to detect, notify and
confirm potential wildland fires in our parks. “ALERTWildfire”, a consortium of three universities,
the University of Nevada, Reno, University of California San Diego, and the University of Oregon, has
been working with PG&E and other entities to install and provide access to state-of-the-art Pan-TiltZoom fire cameras throughout the state. The cameras that are providing the best views for El
Cerrito are located on Nichol Knob, two on Volmer Peak, and one on the Cummings Skyway.
The Fire Department has access to control these cameras when needed to help discover, locate, and
confirm fire ignitions and quickly scale fire resources up or down appropriately, depending on what
can be seen on the cameras. These three locations provide almost complete coverage of the Wildcat
Canyon as well as most of El Cerrito. Anyone can look at the views of these cameras by access this
link: alertwildfire.org/southeastbay/index.html?v=81e002f
PG&E Community Wildfire Safety Program Updates
PG&E has been hosting virtual meetings about the 2020 Community Wildfire Safety Program. The
meetings covered their progress in improving wildfire prevention, including their plans for any
upcoming Public Safety Power Shutoffs (PSPS). PG&E has stressed that PSPS will not be their first
option as it was last year. They have taken many steps to lower the numbers of customers that will
be impacted if they must shut off power.
PG&E’s main goals this year regarding PSPS are to:
1) Reduce the areas affected by one-third (1/3);
2) Restore service faster; and
3) Provide assistance before, during, and after events.
To accomplish these goals, PG&E has installed 35 sectioning devices which will allow to decrease the
area subjected to shutoffs. They have doubled their helicopter fleet to 65 aircrafts to assist with
inspections of their infrastructure after the PSPS and to work with communities with better
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
communications. They have also updated their maps so that this year the PSPS zones will be
detailed to parcel levels and more accurate than before.
PG&E has also installed numerous weather stations in the County with more in progress and
planned. The closest weather station for El Cerrito is at the top of Terrance Drive on one of their
towers. All of these can be accessed at the following link:
https://pgewam.lovelytics.info/pge_weather_app/. Please see more information in the attachments
below.

POLICE
Online Reporting and Health Order Violations
To report suspected violations of Contra Costa County Health Department orders, the community is
encouraged to use this link to report and reduce the amount of in-person exposures. elcerrito.org/985/Online-Police-Reporting

PUBLIC WORKS
Fire Fuel Reduction and Weed Abatement on City Property
In conjunction with the Fire Department, Public Works Maintenance crews have nearly completed
the annual weed-abatement mowing on public lands throughout El Cerrito. City staff used linetrimmers, mowers, and
hand tools to clear fuels
along City easements,
paths, and stairways
around the City. A
contractor was hired to
mow more than an acre
of the Madera property,
which connects the
Hillside Natural Area
with an easement to
the Julian steps and on
to Motorcycle Hill.
Additionally, PG&E
contractors have
performed their annual
weed abatement and
fuel reduction work
along the Moeser Lane
power transmission corridor. For more information contact Public Works Maintenance at
maintenance@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4369.
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
Organic Waste Methane Emissions Reductions (State Law)
Senate Bill 1383 (SB 1383) became state law in 2016 to establish statewide methane emissions
reduction targets. Since organic waste disposal in landfills is a primary generator of methane
emissions, the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) is charged
with significantly reducing landfill disposal of organics. The City actively responds to state
requirements to reduce organic waste generated by businesses under Assembly Bill 1826; however,
SB 1383 requirements expand organic waste mandates and will cover all forms of organic waste
within the entire waste stream.
Using 2014 as a benchmark, SB 1383 aims to achieve a 75% reduction goal by year 2025. It also
establishes a target of recovering 20% of currently disposed edible food for human consumption by
2025. SB 1383 becomes effective January 1, 2022 and will phase in various enforcement deadlines
as the requirements progress. Regulatory language (that is currently in its draft stages) involves
jurisdictions adopting ways to enforce residential organic waste collection, reporting requirements,
and edible food recovery efforts.
On May 20, City staff submitted a comment letter to CalRecycle in response to the updated SB 1383
regulations released on April 20, 2020. City staff are concerned that there may be insufficient time
to design, fund, and implement a program that is fully compliant with SB 1383, due to the delays in
finalizing regulatory language, the unpredictability of the COVID-19 impacts (both economic and
related to changing solid waste generation patterns), and the challenges that local governments will
face in funding and staffing the required programs.
We are also coordinating with RecycleMore on its concurrent planning efforts for SB 1383
implementation. Unless the implementation deadline is extended, CalRecycle is scheduled to begin
enforcement actions on jurisdictions and other entities for lack of compliance with SB 1383 starting
on January 1, 2022. As such, the City must begin implementing various programs prior to 2022 to
avoid potential penalties.
City Reviewing and Issuing Encroachment Permits
Since the County’s Executive Orders allowing all construction projects to resume in early May, Public
Works (PW) staff has worked continuously on reviewing and issuing an increasing number of
encroachment permits. Part of this work includes conducting pre-construction meetings with utility
companies in preparation for several large projects to be constructed in the public right of way. PW
staff has seen an increase in permits from the utilities such as PG&E, EBMUD, and AT&T, as well as
private sewer contractors.
Regarding large utility projects in your neighborhood, residents affected will receive notices directly
from the utility company about a week in advance of the start of that work, and such notices will
contain the utility’s contact information. Notices regarding “NO PARKING” and streets to be
temporarily closed will be posted on barricade signs typically 72-hours in advance of any closure.
Below is a list of several of the upcoming projects. Residents and the traveling public should expect
some parking and traffic disruptions.
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
•

EBMUD to replace main pipeline in the next few weeks at:






•

Lexington Avenue between Moeser Lane and Eureka Avenue
Stockton Avenue between Kearney Street and Lexington Avenue
Kearney Street between Moeser Lane and Eureka Ave
Waldo Avenue between Kearney Street and Lexington Avenue
Moeser Lane between San Pablo Ave and Liberty Street

PG&E will modernize their electrical poles and lines by upgrading overhead electrical
equipment at:
 Lincoln Avenue between San Pablo Avenue and Elm Street
 Betty Lane at Brewster Drive

•

PG&E will install new poles for new underground service for the West Contra Costa County
Unified District at:
 The southwest corner of Stockton Avenue and Lexington Avenue
 Along Lexington Avenue and south of Stockton Ave to the end of the street

•

PG&E will replace a gas main on:
 Contra Costa Drive between Terrace Drive and the Southern City Boundary
 Franciscan Way between Contra Costa Drive and the Southern City Boundary

•

AT&T will:
 Remove three poles along the 5800 block of Avila Street and El Dorado south of Santa
Clara Ave
 Install new cables on San Pablo Avenue between Schmidt Lane and Potrero Avenue;
 Place and splice new cables in manholes at Central Avenue between Yosemite and
San Pablo Avenue
 Perform cable restoration work on the 1700 block of Arlington Boulevard

Please contact the Public Works Engineering office at (510) 215-4382 or street@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us if
you have any questions.

RECREATION
Special 3-Week Summer Camp
Final preparations are under way for the Recreation Department’s first special summer camp
session that will run from Monday, June 8 through Friday, June 26. Camp staff will return to work
(virtually) on Monday June 1 to start a week of training. With around 180 campers spread
throughout the City, staff is looking forward to getting up and running in a safe and fun way.
Planning for future camp sessions is nearly complete and information on the rest of the summer’s
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CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE (CONT’D)
programming will be available next week. As the County’s Health Order has not changed, we are
planning to continue with the 3-week camp session format with 12 camper pods. Information is
available at el-cerrito.org/summercamp and below with updates to follow.
El Cerrito Camp Ravencliff Cancelled for 2020
Unfortunately, staff has had to make the tough, but we believe correct, decision to cancel the City’s
overnight camp, El Cerrito Camp Ravencliff this summer. Overnight camps, by design, make social
and physical distancing nearly impossible. The restrictions placed on simply transporting kids to
camp, let alone the many concerns once they arrive, are not feasible to overcome. Staff is planning
a “Ravencliff-at-Home” program where participants will receive a camp t-shirt, arts and craft
supplies, and other materials in a box. Campers will then be able to access either live or recorded
sessions with many of our most popular counselors to help keep the camp spirit alive. More
information about this program is online at el-cerrito.org/eccampravencliff.
#RecreateResponsibly
While the shelter-in-place
order requires everyone to
stay home whenever possible,
we are still allowed (and
encouraged) to get outside for
recreation and exercise in our
parks and open spaces. Next
week the Recreation
Department is joining the
#RecreateReponsibly
movement as our social media
theme. Let’s all do our parts
to keep ourselves and others
safe when out in public
spaces.
Subscribe & Follow
It is important to stay
connected during this difficult
time. For up-to-date
information in the El Cerrito
Recreation Department,
please subscribe to our email newsletter rECnews at el-cerrito.org/recreation
Follow us: Instagram - @ecrecreation | Facebook - @ecrecreation | Twitter - @ElCerritoREC
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ATTACHMENTS/FLYERS
•
•
•
•

El Cerrito Open Restaurant List
PG&E Public Safety Power Shutoff Fact Sheet April 2020
PG&E Community Wildfire Safety Program Fact Sheet April 2020
Special Camp Session FAQ 5/20/2020
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Dine Out
El Cerrito
All Star Donuts

3070 El Cerrito Plaza

Bánh Mi Sandwich Deli
10174 San Pablo Ave.

Banana Leaf Thai

11880 San Pablo Ave.
bananaleafelcerrito.com

Baskin Robbins

10598 San Pablo Ave.
baskinrobbins.com

Brasil Bistro

11866 San Pablo Ave.

Burger IM

El Cerrito Plaza
burgerim.com
Burger King
6021 Central Ave.
bk.com

Chef’s Chinese

El Cerrito Plaza

Chipotle

Carlson & San Pablo
chipotle.com

Church’s Chicken

11575 San Pablo Ave.
churchs.com

Donut Time

10740 San Pablo Ave.

El Cerrito Natural Grocery
Annex — wine & beer only
Stockton & San Pablo
naturalgrocery.com

Elevation 66 Brewing Co.
10082 San Pablo Ave.
elevation66.com

El Mono Fresh Flavors of Peru
11720 San Pablo Ave.
elmonofresh.com

These restaurants offer take out food during the COVID-19 lockdown.
List subject to change. El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce members shown in red.
Check restaurant websites as many provide online ordering and
delivery to maintain social distancing.

Frannie Express
Hawaiian Barbecue

11775 San Pablo Ave.
frannieexpresshawaiian.com

Gangam Tofu Korean Cuisine
11740 San Pablo Ave.

Himalayan Grocery

10340 San Pablo Ave.

Mr. Pickle’s Sandwich Shop

Sasa Kitchen

New India Supermarket

Starbucks Coffee

10810 San Pablo Ave.
mrpickles.com

10289 San Pablo Ave.

Nation’s Giant Hamburgers
Central & San Pablo
nationsrestaurants.com

10350 San Pablo Ave.
sasakitchenca.com
3000 El Cerrito Plaza
11861 San Pablo Ave.
starbucks.com

Subway

10398 San Pablo Ave.
11430 San Pablo Ave.
subway.com

HK Home Kitchen

New Dumpling

Jack in the Box

Noodles Fresh

Jamba Juice

Nori Roll

Tashi Delek Cuisine

Larb Thai & Tapas

Papi’s Pizza Roma

The Junket

Little Caesar’s Pizza

Panda Express

Uncle Wong’s

Little Hong Kong

Peet’s Coffee

Well Grounded Tea & Coffee Bar

Popeye’s Louisiana Kitchen

Wienerschnitzel

Quickly

Wingstop

10140 San Pablo Ave.
5920 Cutting Blvd.
jackinthebox.com
El Cerrito Plaza
jamba.com
10166 San Pablo Ave.
larbthaitapas.com
11299 San Pablo Ave.
littlecaesars.com
10443 San Pablo Ave.

Los Moles Beer Garden
6120 Potrero Ave.
losmoles.com

Lucky Store

El Cerrito Plaza
luckysupermarkets.com

10064 San Pablo Ave.
10042 San Pablo Ave.
noodlesfresh.com
10178 San Pablo Ave.
noriroll.com
10616 San Pablo Ave.
papispizzaroma.com
El Cerrito Plaza
pandaexpress.com
Carlson & San Pablo
peets.com
10125 San Pablo Ave.
popeyes.com
El Cerrito Plaza

McBears Social Club taco truck

Red Onion

McDonalds

Romano’s Macaroni Grill

Mountain Mike’s Pizza

Safeway

10458 San Pablo Ave.
11821 San Pablo Ave.
mcdonalds.com

10750 San Pablo Ave.
mountainmikespizza.com

11900 San Pablo Ave.
El Cerrito Plaza
macaronigrill.com

11450 San Pablo Ave.
local.safeway.com

Taqueria El Salva

11252 San Pablo Ave.
11224 San Pablo Ave.
tashidelekcuisine.com
El Cerrito Plaza
thejunket.com
11760 San Pablo Ave.
unclewongselcerrito.com
6925 Stockton Ave.
well-grounded.com

11101 San Pablo Ave.
wienerschnitzel.com
El Cerrito Plaza
wingstop.com

Yammi Sushi

El Cerrito Plaza

Yoshio Sushi

10889 San Pablo Ave.
yoshiosushielcerrito.com

Community Wildfire Safety Program
Public Safety Power Shutoffs

April 2020

If severe weather threatens a portion of the electric system serving a community, it may be necessary
for PG&E to turn off electricity in the interest of public safety. This is known as a Public Safety Power
Shutoff (PSPS).
With more than half of the area where our customers live and work now at high risk for wildfires, PSPS is an
important tool for keeping customers and communities safe. We continue to learn from past events and we
are working to reduce the length of outages and number of people impacted, without compromising safety.

This year, PG&E is improving our PSPS program by making events:

SMALLER
IN SIZE

Reducing the number of customers impacted by PSPS events by
one-third compared to 2019.

• Adding switches and sectionalizing devices that limit the
size of outages

• Developing microgrids that use temporary generators to
•

SHORTER

IN DURATION

Restoring power to customers twice as fast after severe weather
has passed.

• Adding more field crews to speed inspection of lines
• Using two airplanes with infrared cameras capable of inspecting
•
•

SMARTER

FOR CUSTOMERS

keep the lights on
Conducting targeted undergrounding as part of
system hardening

transmission lines at night
Expanding helicopter fleet from 35 to 65 for aerial
line inspections
Utilizing infrared equipment to inspect at night

Providing more accurate and timely communications, additional
resources and assistance before, during and after a PSPS event.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Enhancing meteorology technology to pinpoint severe weather
Bolstering website capacity
Improving customer alerts and notifications
Upgrading Community Resource Centers
Improving coordination with local agencies and critical
service providers
Working with community-based organizations to support
vulnerable customers

Some of the measures included in this document are contemplated as additional precautionary measures intended to further reduce the risk of wildfires. “PG&E” refers to Pacific Gas and Electric
Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation. ©2020 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved. CCC-0320-2121. 04/27/2020

What weather could lead to a PSPS?
PG&E monitors conditions across our system and evaluates whether to proactively turn off power for safety.
Note that PSPS events are more likely to occur in the historically drier and windier months of late summer/early fall.

While no single factor will drive a PSPS, some factors include:
A Red Flag Warning

declared by the National
Weather Service

Low humidity levels

generally 20% and below

Forecasted sustained winds generally above 25 mph and wind gusts in excess
of approximately 45 mph, depending on location and site-specific conditions such as

temperature, terrain and local climate

Condition of dry fuel

on the ground and live vegetation
moisture content

On-the-ground, real-time
observations from PG&E’s Wildfire
Safety Operations Center and field
observations from PG&E crews

Advance PSPS alerts for customers
Our goal, dependent on weather, is to provide notifications about PSPS events two days ahead, one
day ahead and just prior to shutting off power through calls, texts and emails. We will also use
pge.com and social media channels, and we will inform local news and radio outlets to ensure that
customers can stay updated.

Steps you can take to prepare
We all rely on electricity for everyday life. To help
prepare for public safety outages, here are some
things you may want to consider:
Updating your contact information at
pge.com/mywildfirealerts or by calling
1-866-743-6589.
Planning for medical needs like medications that
require refrigeration or devices that need power.
Building or restocking your emergency kit with
flashlights, batteries, first aid supplies and cash.
Will you need extra help during a power shutoff?
If you or someone you know has a disability
or additional special needs, the California
Foundation for Independent Living Centers can
help you during a PSPS. For more information,
please visit disabilitydisasteraccess.org.

ONLINE CUSTOMER RESOURCES
Weather and PSPS Forecasting

Live weather information, including a
7-day PSPS potential lookahead.

pge.com/weather
Backup Power

Backup power options, safety tips,
financing and retailer information.

pge.com/backuppower
Safety Action Center

Information about wildfire risks and
emergency preparedness.

safetyactioncenter.pge.com
ZIP Code Alerts

Sign up for notifications without a
PG&E account.

pge.com/pspszipcodealerts

Learn More | For the latest on PG&E’s wildfire safety efforts, please visit pge.com/wildfiresafety.
PG&E crews remain in the field performing necessary work to maintain gas and electric service and to reduce the threat of wildfires while taking the steps necessary
to keep communities safe during the COVID-19 shelter-in-place.

Community Wildfire Safety Program
Visit pge.com/wildfiresafety for more information

With the increased wildfire threat our state faces, PG&E is enhancing and expanding our efforts to
reduce wildfire risks and keep our customers and communities safe.

50%

of PG&E’s service
territory is in high
fire-threat areas

High temperatures, extreme dryness and
record-high winds have created conditions in
our state where any spark at the wrong time
and place can lead to a major wildfire.

Our Community Wildfire Safety Program includes short-, medium- and long-term plans to make
our system safer. Steps we are taking this year include:

Reducing Wildfire
Risks

Improving Situational
Awareness

Hardening our infrastructure
with stronger poles, covered
power lines and targeted
undergrounding

Installing additional weather
stations to more precisely
predict the need for and end
of Public Safety Power Shutoff
(PSPS) events

Meeting and exceeding state
vegetation and fire safety
standards
Speeding up inspections of
our electric infrastructure in
high fire-risk areas

Installing more highdefinition cameras in high
fire-threat areas to identify
potential wildfires
Coordinating prevention and
response efforts by monitoring
wildfire risks in real time
from our 24/7 Wildfire Safety
Operations Center

Reducing the Impact
of PSPS Events
Reducing the number of
customers affected by a PSPS
event by nearly one-third as
compared to last year
Cutting restoration times in
half compared to 2019 so that
we restore power within 12
daylight hours after severe
weather has passed
Providing better information
and resources to customers
and communities before,
during and after a PSPS event

Some of the measures included in this document are contemplated as additional precautionary measures intended to further reduce the risk of wildfires. “PG&E” refers to Pacific Gas and Electric
Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation. ©2020 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved. CCC-0320-2115. 04/27/2020

Do you have a plan to stay safe during wildfires?
The threat of extreme weather and wildfires continues to grow. Below are some steps to help keep you,
your family and your home safe.

Prepare & practice a plan to make

Update your contact
information by visiting

sure everyone in your home knows what
to do during an emergency.

pge.com/mywildfirealerts.

Maintain defensible space around
your home by regularly trimming bushes
and trees. Visit readyforwildfire.org for
more tips and information.

Build or restock your emergency kit
with supplies to last a week and plan for
medications that need refrigeration or
medical devices that require power.

COMMUNITY WILDFIRE SAFETY PROGRAM BY THE NUMBERS
PG&E's 2019 advancements and 2020 targets for additional enhancements

System Hardening
Installing stronger poles, covered lines
and/or targeted undergrounding

Enhanced Vegetation
Management
Inspecting, pruning and removing vegetation

High-Definition Cameras
Improving real-time monitoring of high-risk
areas and conditions

Weather Stations
Providing more precise weather forecasts

Sectionalizing Devices
Separating the distribution grid into
smaller parts

2019 COMPLETE

2020 TARGET

171 LINE MILES

241 LINE MILES

2019/2020 TOTAL:

412 LINE MILES

2019 COMPLETE

2020 TARGET

2,498 LINE MILES

1,800 LINE MILES*
2019/2020 TOTAL: 4,298 LINE MILES

2019 COMPLETE

2020 TARGET

133 CAMERAS

200 CAMERAS

2019/2020 TOTAL:

333 CAMERAS

2019 COMPLETE

2020 TARGET

426 STATIONS

400 STATIONS

2019/2020 TOTAL:

826 STATIONS

2019 COMPLETE

2020 TARGET

287 DEVICES

592 DEVICES

2019/2020 TOTAL:

879 DEVICES

*Does not include expanded vegetation work near lower voltage transmission lines intended to both reduce wildfire risk and the footprint of future PSPS events.

Learn More
For the latest on PG&E’s wildfire safety efforts, please visit pge.com/wildfiresafety.
To learn more about how you and your family can prepare for a PSPS event, please visit
safetyactioncenter.pge.com.
PG&E crews remain in the field performing necessary work to maintain gas and electric service and to reduce the threat of wildfires while taking the steps necessary
to keep communities safe during the COVID-19 shelter-in-place.

Updated 5/20/2020

Special Camp Session: June 8-26
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
How will the new camp session be structured?
This special camp session will run from June 8-26. Families are required to commit to the entire
three-weeks of the session, and campers will remain in the same pod of children with the same
staff throughout the entire session. We are offering an array of options in hopes of meeting the
varying needs of our community, including full-day and half-day City-Run and Specialty options
for all grades.
What is a "Pod"?
A pod refers to a group of 12 or less campers who will remain together for the entire threeweek session, and do not intermix with other pods of campers. Each pod will be led by staff or
instructors dedicated specifically to that group. Pods can be thought of as your camp
“household.” Children should only participate in one pod during this time including non-El
Cerrito programs.
Who is eligible to register for the special camp session?
The County has clarified that in a household where at least one parent/guardian is allowed to
work, including from home, the child is eligible to attend camp.
I want my child and their friend/sibling to be in the same camp. How do I do that?
For siblings or friends to be together, they must be enrolled in the same pod, for the same time
slot. Please coordinate directly with family/friends to ensure you are enrolling in the same pod.
We will not be able to accommodate transfer or special requests. A mixed age K-6 camp that
will keep siblings together is offered and highly recommended where feasible to keep
households contained as much as possible. Keep in mind that space in pods is limited due to
the 12-camper allowed maximum.
I don’t want to register for the special session, I just want to cancel my camp registration.
No problem! Administrative staff have credited everyone’s household for weeks 1-3 this week.
You do not have to register for the special summer camp session, just leave the credit on your
account to use for any other program the Recreation Department offers. If this presents a
financial hardship, please contact us for a refund.
When can I register for these camps?
Registration for this special camp session opens Tuesday, May 19, 2020 at 5pm. This program is
currently intended for families who were previously enrolled for a City of El Cerrito camp during
weeks 1-3, and we ask that on the honor system, the general public refrain from enrolling until
Thursday, May 21, 2020. Prior to registration, please carefully review the Parent Handbook.

Where will camp be offered?
Camps will be offered at different locations throughout the City to maximize physical
distancing. Most camps will spend the majority of time outside in nature with the same group
of friends and staff that will be both physically and socially distant and enable greater building
of friendships. Locations will be assigned based on enrollment.
How do I register for the special summer camp session?
Registration will be available online at el-cerrito.org/onlinereg beginning Tuesday May 19, 2020
at 5pm. Camp names and activity numbers are in the attached schedule.
What if I register then need to cancel?
Because of the strict guidelines with the County and State health orders, once you register for
camp, we will not allow any cancellations or transfers except for medical reasons.
How much will this new camp cost?
City run camps are $705 for Residents and $881 for Non-Residents for the special 3-week
session. The partial days for the age groups are $450 for Residents and $506 for Non-Residents
for all three weeks. Specialty Camp prices vary and can be found listed with the camp
description on the camp schedule. These prices generally reflect the 10% discount that was
offered in February.
Can I register for more than one camp?
Current health directives and programming guidelines, along with County and State orders,
require that children be in the same camp (with the same fixed pod of 12 children or less) and
not switch camps every week. Therefore, each child will only be allowed to register for one
camp, even if it is a partial day camp.
I had extended care for my child, which I still need. What can I do?
Everything that you originally registered for during weeks 1-3, including extended care, has
been cancelled and credited back to your account. Because of County and State orders, all
camps will have to adhere to strict drop-off and pick-up times to stagger congregation and
maintain physical distance. Unfortunately, Early Bird and Late Bird options are no longer
available.
What will my kid do if they aren’t able to swim or go on field trips during camp? Won’t they
be bored?
Don’t worry, we are still making camp F.U.N.! Each day will be filled with physically distanced
games, crafts and projects, plus there will be time for learning camp-style! It is sad that the
pool will not be open during the special camp session, and field trips not offered, but your kids
will still get a great camp experience!

What if the guidelines and orders change between now and June 8th?
While we are very hopeful that restrictions and limitations will ease over time, we had to make
an official decision about camps. The safest decision we could make was to proceed based on
current guidelines (as of May 11, 2020). If the guidelines or orders do change, we will still run
the special camp session as planned and described, but we will evaluate our July and August
programs to accommodate any changes that can be made.
What about the rest of the summer?
Because this crisis is ever changing, we are not able to predict what the remainder of the
summer will look like. We are only making decisions about June 8th-26th at this time. We will be
continually evaluating if later weeks will be able to run as originally scheduled or if they will
need to be modified into special sessions.

