CITY OF EL CERRITO
Utility Box Public Art Pilot Program
CALL FOR ARTISTS
Project Description
The City of El Cerrito Utility Box Public Art Pilot Program is a beautification initiative designed to
add to the vibrancy of the San Pablo Avenue corridor. We invite community artists to
participate in this program to help our community transform drab and unsightly utility boxes
into attractive and captivating works of art that will enhance the beauty of the City’s streets
and sidewalks for years to come. This first Call for Artists is a pilot program that will include
three utility boxes (see locations and photos in Attachments A and B). If the pilot program is
well-received by the community, a subsequent Call for Artists may include a larger number of
utility boxes.
The program is sponsored by the El Cerrito Arts & Culture Commission (ACC).
Application Deadline
The application is due by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, October 28, 2020. If mailed, the application
must be postmarked by Wednesday, October 28, 2020 and received no later than Saturday,
October 31, 2020.
Application Guidelines
• If submitted by mail, application materials must be on 8.5” x 11” paper.
•

Artists may submit a single application for one or multiple utility boxes. The City reserves
the right to select a single artist for all three boxes or may select different artists for
different boxes.

•

All components of the application must be submitted at one time as a single package.

•

All entries must be the original design and artwork of the applicant(s); artwork must not be
plagiarized, stolen, or copied.

•

Entries that use copyrighted or trademarked images are not eligible unless legal permission
has been granted.

•

Entries must not defame or invade the rights of any person, living or dead.

•

The artist(s) name and a photo of the artwork may be featured on the City of El Cerrito
website and other promotional materials.

•

Make sure to include all items listed in the Application Checklist below (see Attachment C).

CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
CALL FOR ARTISTS
Applications can be submitted online at www.el-cerrito.org/publicartbox or mailed to:

City of El Cerrito
Attention: Maya Williams
Utility Box Public Art Pilot Program
10890 San Pablo Ave
El Cerrito, CA 94530
For questions, contact Maya Williams at (510) 215-4318 or mwilliams@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Project Schedule
Monday, September 14, 2020

Call for Artists released

Wednesday, October 28, 2020

The application is due 4 p.m. on Wednesday, October 28,
2020. If mailed, the application must be postmarked by
Wednesday, October 28, 2020 and received no later than
Saturday, October 31, 2020.

Week of November 23, 2020

Interviews with Selected Applicants

Monday, December 7, 2020

Artist(s) Selected

Monday, January 4, 2021

Final designs are submitted by the artist(s) and work begins

Friday, February 26, 2021

Boxes complete!

Theme
Artwork that embraces local social justice movements and/or the Black Lives Matter movement
is preferred. El Cerrito residents have historically supported working towards a diverse,
inclusive, and welcoming community for people of all racial and socioeconomic backgrounds,
including all those who live, work, attend school and visit El Cerrito. Additionally, the City
Council has committed to encourage community action towards eliminating racial disparities.
Art Installation Process
City Staff will coordinate with the artist, other City departments, and neighboring businesses or
homeowners to select a mutually agreeable painting period between January 1, 2021 and
Friday, February 26, 2021.
Artists are responsible for prepping the utility box, painting the design with appropriate paint,
and sealing it with a clear anti-graffiti coating. Artists are responsible for purchasing their own
painting, prepping, and sealing supplies.
Artists are expected to paint the entire utility box including the side boxes and pipes. The
cement base is optional. Artists may not paint over key holes, meters or numbers.
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CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
CALL FOR ARTISTS
Artists may enlist painting assistants. All painting assistants must sign a liability waiver and
release. Underage painting assistants must have a parent sign the liability waiver and release.
All painters and artists MUST adhere to state, local, and CDC guidelines and maintain social
distance of 6 feet, wear a mask, and clean hands often.
Upon completion of the box(es), City Staff will meet with the artist at the site to
inspect/approve the artwork and take a publicity photo of the artist with their completed utility
box.
Compensation
The artist or artist groups will receive a $2,000 award for the creation of the final design for
each utility box. 50% (or $1,000) of the payment will be issued prior to the start of the painting
and 50% (or $1,000) will be issued upon satisfactory completion of the project.
Artists are not employees of City and shall not be eligible for any benefits, entitlements, or
incidents of City employment, including but not limited to, eligibility to enroll in the California
Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) as an employee of the City and entitlement to any
contribution to be paid by City for employer contributions and/or employee contributions for
PERS benefits.
Eligibility
1. This program is open to individual artists, teams of artists, or community groups with a
designated lead artist. (The compensation for each utility box is $2,000 regardless of the
number of artists or individuals who work on the visioning and creation of the design.)
2. Preference will be given to applicants residing or working in or near El Cerrito, with the next
level of preference given to applicants living in Contra Costa and Alameda Counties.
3. Selected artists will be required to sign a liability waiver/consent form in order to
participate in the project.
Program & Design Requirements
• The design must be suitable for viewing by all ages in a public space. Generally, this rule
means that the art may not contain advertising, religious art, violence, sexual content, or
political partisanship. Designs that do not comply with these standards will not be approved
by the City and/or eligible for the award.
•

Dark colors over large areas should be avoided, as this may cause the utility box to absorb
heat and damage equipment.

•

All entries must be the original design and artwork of the applicant(s); artwork must not be
plagiarized, stolen, or copied.

•

Artwork created under this program will be considered temporary artwork and the sole
Page 3 of 16

CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
CALL FOR ARTISTS
property of the City of El Cerrito. As such, the City retains the right and sole discretion to
remove, modify, or replace the artwork. Situations in which the City may exercise this right
include, but are not limited to, those in which the image or utility box is damaged, or the
box needs to be accessed by an authorized agency, organization, or individual.
•

Artwork may include the artist’s signature, no larger than 5” x 7.”

•

Artwork must be an original design and the artwork of the applicant.

•

Artwork must be painted in fade-resistant acrylic paint.

•

Artwork must be suitable for all ages and in keeping with community values.

•

Artwork must reflect the City’s diversity, historic heritage, or show a connection to El
Cerrito in some way.

•

Entries must not defame or invade the rights of any person, living or dead.

•

Entries that use copyrighted or trademarked images are not eligible unless legal permission
has been granted.

•

The Artist must include “Sponsored by the City of El Cerrito Arts & Culture Commission” on
the finished work.

•

The artist(s) name and a photo of the artwork may be featured on the City of El Cerrito
website and other promotional materials.

Evaluation Criteria (not in order of importance)
• Residency
•

Applicant examples of previous work

•

Creativity and originality

•

Compatibility of the design with the immediate location of the utility box as well as the
general scenery and urban design of the vicinity

•

Adherence to the project theme of social justice, as described above

•

The relationship of the proposed artwork to the social and cultural identity of the El Cerrito
community

•

Bold and bright colors and graphics tend to work well on utility boxes so they can be seen
from a distance
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CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
CALL FOR ARTISTS
Review and Selection Process
City Staff will review applications for completeness. The ACC's Utility Box Public Art Pilot
Program Selection Panel will review submissions and recommend to the ACC an artist or artists
based on the eligibility standards and evaluation criteria listed above. Following the ACC’s
approval of the design concepts and selected artists, staff will work with the artist(s) to execute
any and all contracts and agreements. Then artist(s) will transition the approved design
concepts into final artwork.
Applicants may be invited to present their conceptual designs to the ACC and the City Council
and, if selected for this project, invited again to present their final designs.
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CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
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Attachment A

Three Utility Box Locations
Utility box #1 (12)
San Pablo Ave./Ohlone Greenway
(Near Baxter Creek Gateway Park)

Utility box #2 (7)
San Pablo Ave./Conlon Ave.

Utility box #3 (10)
Knott Ave./San Pablo
Ave.
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Attachment B
Utility Box Photos

Utility box #1 (12)
San Pablo Avenue/Ohlone Greenway (Near Baxter Creek Gateway Park)
About 65" height x 30" width x 35"
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Utility box #1 (12)
San Pablo Avenue/Ohlone Greenway (Near Baxter Creek Gateway Park)
About 65" height x 30" width x 35"

Page 8 of 16
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Utility box #2 (7)
San Pablo Ave./Conlon Ave.
About 65" height x 30" width x 35"
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CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
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Utility box #3 (10)
Knott Ave./San Pablo Ave.
About 65" height x 30" width x 35"
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CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
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Utility box #3 (10)
Knott Ave./San Pablo Ave.
About 65" height x 30" width x 35"
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CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
CALL FOR ARTISTS

Attachment C
Project Guidelines and Application Form
Application Deadline
The application is due by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, October 28, 2020. If mailed, the application must be
postmarked by Wednesday, October 28, 2020 and received no later than Saturday, October 31, 2020.
Application Guidelines
• If submitted by mail, application materials must be on 8.5” x 11” paper.
•

Artists may submit a single application for one or multiple utility boxes. The City reserves the right
to select a single artist for all three boxes or may select different artists for different boxes.

•

All components of the application must be submitted at one time as a single package.

•

All entries must be the original design and artwork of the applicant(s); artwork must not be
plagiarized, stolen, or copied.

•

Entries that use copyrighted or trademarked images are not eligible unless legal permission has
been granted.

•

Entries must not defame or invade the rights of any person, living or dead.

•

The artist(s) name and a photo of the artwork may be featured on the City of El Cerrito website and
other promotional materials.

•

Make sure to include all items listed in the Application Checklist below.

Applications can be submitted online at www.el-cerrito.org/publicartbox or mailed to:
City of El Cerrito
Attention: Maya Williams
Utility Box Public Art Pilot Program
10890 San Pablo Ave
El Cerrito, CA 94530
For questions, contact Maya Williams at (510) 215-4318 or mwilliams@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Costs Incurred in Responding to the Call for Artists:
The City of El Cerrito shall not be liable for any costs incurred by the artist(s) in responding to this
request for a design.
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CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
CALL FOR ARTISTS
Application Checklist

Application Coversheet


Lead Artist Biography/Qualifications



Examples of previous work that are relevant to this Call for Artists:
 No more than five examples of previous work should be included. Artists need not have painted
utility or signal boxes before.
 Each example should include information such as descriptions of the work, location, type of
surface, materials used, and who the work was commissioned by or created for.
 Examples can be provided in hard copy format (on 8.5” x 11” paper) or as attachments to the
online form. Electronic files should be at a resolution appropriate for viewing.



Design Rendering(s) — Provide color renderings of your proposed design(s) for the box(es),
showing all four sides and the top of each box. Artists may submit up to three designs. However,
each proposed design must have its own separate page. If you wish to be considered for a
specific box location or locations, please label the rendering with the utility box number. If you
have no preference, label the rendering “Any.” Label each rendering with your name.
Renderings can be provided in hard copy format (on 8.5” x 11” paper) or as attachments to the
online form. Electronic files should be at a resolution appropriate for viewing



Design Description(s) — up to 300 words for each utility box. This is an opportunity to explain
your design and indicate how it is related to the preferred theme and/or its connection to El
Cerrito.
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CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
CALL FOR ARTISTS
Application Coversheet
(must be filled out by the Lead Artist)
Lead Artist First Name and Last Name

Date

Mailing Address (Street #, Street Name)

City

Home Phone

Email

Cell Phone

Assistant Artist(s) First Name(s) and Last Name(s) - Artists may enlist assistants, but all assistants must
be named here. Use additional pages if necessary
1.
5.
2.
6.
3.
7.
4.
8.
Title of Artwork (if submitting designs for more than one utility box, include all the artwork titles here
and list the utility box # that corresponds to each artwork title)

Name of community group or organization - if applicable
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CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
CALL FOR ARTISTS
Lead Artist Biography/Qualifications (up to 300 words):
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CITY OF EL CERRITO
UTILITY BOX PUBLIC ART PILOT PROGRAM
CALL FOR ARTISTS
Design Description(s) - up to 300 words for each utility box:

Lead Artist Printed Name

Date

Lead Artist Signature

Date
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