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ART IN PUBLIC PLACES PROGRAM 

 
 
Date:   July 15, 2009 
To:   Arts and Culture Commission 
From:   Karen Pinkos, Assistant City Manager 
Subject: Art in Public Places Program Application –  

Contra Costa Civic Theatre Public Art Project 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Project Location:   Contra Costa Civic Theatre  
Project Address:  951 Pomona Avenue 
APN:    503-280-010 
Proposed Project: A 9-foot by 20-foot mural is proposed to be placed on 

the northern exterior wall of the Contra Costa Civic 
Theatre.   

 
This application (attached) was received on June 10, 2009 in the City Manager’s office.   
A copy of the proposed mural, a multi-colored design, is included with the application. 
 
The building is a City-owned facility that is leased to the Contra Costa Civic Theatre, a 
non-profit corporation.  Per El Cerrito Municipal Code (ECMC) Chapter 2.04.310, the 
Arts and Culture Commission shall “review and make recommendations to the City 
Council upon all works of art to be acquired by the City, either by purchase, gift or 
otherwise and exterior works of art installed in the City on public property”.  To meet this 
requirement, the Arts and Culture Commission is conducting this public hearing in 
accordance with the Art in Public Places program as defined in ECMC Chapter 13.50 
and set forth by City Council resolution. 
 
A public hearing notice was mailed to all properties within 300 feet of the Theatre and 
was published in the West County Times on July 6, 2009.  Staff has not received any 
comments from the public on this proposed project. 
 
Staff has reviewed the application and feels that the submission requirements have 
been met, including the proposal, site plan, and artist’s statement.  The mural is a 
donation to the Theatre by the artist, Dug Waggoner.  The Theatre has indicated that 
this may not be a permanent fixture to the building and so has not submitted a long-term 
maintenance plan, however, they have agreed to maintain the mural as necessary while 
it is affixed to the building and per the lease agreement already in place with the City.  
The Theatre will also need to comply with any applicable building code requirements. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the Arts and Culture Commission approve the application for the 
proposed public art project with the following findings made pursuant to Chapter 13.50 
of the El Cerrito Municipal Code: 
 

• The proposed public art project complies with guidelines as adopted by City 
Council ordinance or resolution. 

 
• The public art project is designed and constructed by a visual art professional. 

 
• The public art project requires a low level of maintenance, and the applicant has 

agreed to appropriate maintenance. 
 

• The public art project relates in terms of scale, material, form and content to the 
immediate surroundings. 

 
• The public art project may be a fixed asset to the property and will meet all 

applicable building code requirements. 


