AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF THE
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Interim Staff Liaison
Alexandra Orologas |
510-215-4302
aorologas@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

VIA TELECONFERENCE
https://zoom.us/j/98234357100?pwd=aGxBWE5pZzhzN0hhaTNoQ
0plTTJOZz09
Join by Phone: 1-213-338-8477 or 1-408-638-0968
Event ID: 982 3435 7100
Event Password: 319391

Pursuant to Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20, and in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic Teleconference
Restrictions of the Brown Act Have Been Suspended, as Well as the Requirement to Provide a Physical Location for
Members of the Public to Participate in the Meeting.
Any person wishing to speak to the Human Relations Commission on any of these matters is invited to participate via
teleconference as described above.
The City encourages submission of written comments in advance to the Human Relations Commission via email to
aorologas@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us prior to the meeting or by contacting the staff liaison listed above.

7:00 p.m. CONVENE MEETING
1.

ROLL CALL – Chair Walter Williams Members: Buddy Akacić, Julia Conant, Alice Morris,
Mina Wilson

2.

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS, COUNCIL LIAISON AND STAFF LIAISON
REPORTS

3.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
Comments are typically limited to three minutes per person and are limited to
items not on the meeting agenda. Comments can also be heard at the time the
item is discussed.

4.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Consider approval of the minutes of the March 3, 2021 meeting.

5.

ELECTION OF THE CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR
Discussion and possible action regarding election of the Chair and Vice Chair.

6.

OHLONE GREENWAY DISCUSSION
Discussion and possible action regarding the Ohlone Greenway presentation by Sherry
Drobner.

7.

COMMUNITY LISTENING FORUM SERIES
Discussion and possible action regarding 2020 and 2021 Listening Forums.

8.

LOVING DAY
Discussion and Possible action regarding Loving Day Event in June.

9.

FORMER TRADEWAY STORE HISTORY
Discussion and possible action regarding the history of the former Tradeway Furniture
Store, now the site of Hana Gardens Senior Apartments. Tom Panas invited to the meeting
to speak further on the topic.

10.

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

11.

ADJOURNMENT

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this
meeting, please contact the Staff Liaison, (510) 215-4302. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will
enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. (28 CFR 35.10235.104 ADA Title I).
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the members regarding any item on this agenda will be
made available for public inspection at www.el-cerrito.org/106/Human-Relations-Commission.

MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING OF THE
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

k

Staff Liaison
Alexandra Orologas | 510.215.4315
aorologas@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

VIA TELECONFERENCE

CONVENE REGULAR MEETING: Chair Williams called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
1. ROLL CALL – Present: Chair Walter Williams (arrived at 7:00 pm), Buddy Akacić, Julia Conant,
Mina Wilson. Absent: Alice Morris
2. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS, COUNCIL LIAISON AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS
Staff Liaison Alexandra Orologas shared an update from March 2, 2021 City Council meeting to
report there was a poet presentation on behalf of the Arts and Culture Commission. In the same
Council Meeting, Alexandra shared two proclamations were conducted: Women’s History Month
and the 62nd Anniversary of the Tibetan National Uprising and Affirm Support to the People of
Tibet. Lastly, Alexandra formally welcomed Lucy Sterba, Student Commissioner, to the meeting.
New Council Member Lisa Motoyama introduced herself.
3. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
Comments are typically limited to three minutes per person and are limited to items not on the
meeting agenda. Comments can also be heard at the time the item is discussed.
No members of the public present.
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes from the February 3, 2021 meeting were approved.
5. APPROVAL THE 2021 REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE FOR HUMAN RELATIONS
COMMISSION
The 2021 Regular Meeting Schedule was approved. It was agreed to continue to take the July
and August meeting off for Summer break.

6. OHLONE GREEWAY DISCUSSION
Informational presentation by Sherry Drobner. Commission agreed to take action in the next
council meeting. Requested by Commissioner Mina Wilson that Sherry Drobner send the
presentation to Staff Liaison Alexandra Orologas to be shared with the Commission.
7. ANTI-ASIAN RACISM DISCUSSION
Commission discussed the recent Asian racism events that have been on the uprise recently
and throughout the pandemic. Council Member Motoyama shared resources from her local
community groups to aide in further action to end the racist and violent acts against Asians in
the community. Commission agreed to make a firm statement that the activities are not
tolerated. Chair Williams and Commissioner Wilson volunteered to attend the March 16, 2021

City Council Meeting to speak on behalf of the HRC regarding the topic. Council Member
Motoyama will reach out to Vincent Chen to possibly speak a future HRC meeting.
8. BLACK LIVES MATTER FLAG
Discussion regarding Black Lives Matter Flag at City Hall. Commission reviewed several
flag designs and voted on a flag design. Staff Liaison Alexandra Orologas will order the flag
on behalf of the Commission.
9. LISTENING SESSION SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT
Further discussion regarding the November/December 2020 community listening forums.
Subcommittee reported on the progress and the commission agreed to continue the Listening
Sessions each month.
10. LOVING DAY
Discussion regarding Loving Day Event in June 2021. Discussion included the following
talking points: virtual event more appropriate with Shelter in Place, Asian inclusion theme, an
outdoor event would pose too much risk and involve manpower the Commission does not
have due to the S.I.P. Commission agreed to add to the agenda for the next meeting and
possibly form a subcommittee.
11. FORMER TRADEWAY STORE HISTORY
Discussion and possible action postponed to next meeting regarding the history of the
former Tradeway Furniture Store, now the site of Hana Gardens Senior Apartments.
12. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
• Former Tradeway Store History
• BLM Flag update
• Ohlone Greenway
• Listening Session Update
• Tom Panas- Historical Society
13. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:52 p.m.

For thousands of years, hundreds of
generations, the Lisjan Ohlone people have
lived on the land that is now known as the
East Bay in the San Francisco Bay Area.
We did not own the land, we belonged to
it.
Generation after generation, we cultivated
reciprocal relationships with the plants and
animals we shared this place with and
developed beautiful and powerful cultural
practices that kept us in balance.

Lisjan History and Territory

Our homes, our parks and our roadways
occupy the land of the Lisjan/Ohlone people

A Brief History of How the United States Stole the Land
●

The colonization of this land began with
the reign of terror inﬂicted by Spanish
soldiers and missionaries who sought to
convert all Indigenous people into
Catholic subjects of Spain and steal their
land.

●

The Missions were plantations, built by
slave labor and sustained through brutal
physical violence and extractive land
practices.

“All of these things that
the United States tries
to do to squash us
have not worked. It’s
failed. We still know who
we are. We still know
how to pray in our own
way. We still know where
our sacred sites are.
And we know how to
bring back our
language.”—Corrina
Gould, Spokesperson of
the Confederated
Villages of Lisjan

Chochenyo is the language of this
region
The Confederated Villages of Lisjan
is one of many Ohlone tribes, each
with its own geography and history.

There are 8 different bands of
Ohlone people, with connected but
different territories and languages.
The Lisjan speak the language
Chochenyo.

Sogorea Te’ is centered in
Huchuin, the ancestral
homeland of
Chochenyo-speaking Lisjan
Ohlone people, now known
as the East Bay.
Established in 2015, the land trust
will allow Ohlone people for
generations to come to re-engage
the land in the way that it was and
has been done traditionally. That
looks like bringing back traditional
songs, dances, and ceremonies back
to the land “and to try to create a
balance.”

The name of our Land Trust is
inspired by a sacred place and a
sacred struggle to protect that
place from desecration. In 1999,
a campaign started in Vallejo to
stop plans for a construction
project that threatened Sogorea
Te’, a 3,500 year old Karkin
Ohlone village and burial site
located at Glen Cove.

The space that was created was deeply healing and the ancestors’ voices were listened to. “We
went to save the land at Sogorea Te’, but really, the land saved us,” camp organizer Johnella
LaRose reﬂected. “We didn’t truly understand we needed the land so much until then.”

“My ancestors have always been here.
That’s my blessing, my grandchildren’s
blessing, that they were born on the
land that their ancestors have always
been on. And maybe my great
grandchildren will be born here, too.
Our umbilical cords are buried in this
land. Our ancestors’ DNA is in this
land. And we continue to stand our
ground.”

Corrina Gould, Co-Founder/Director
of Sogorea Te’ Land Trust

We envision a Bay Area in which Ohlone
language and ceremony are an active,
thriving part of the cultural landscape, where
Ohlone place names and history is known and
recognized and where intertribal Indigneous
communities have affordable housing, social
services, cultural centers and land to live, work
and pray on.

“Sogorea Te’ Land Trust makes it
possible for us to relearn our traditional
methods of taking care of the land. We
can begin bringing back some of our
traditional foods, like acorns. With that
comes ways of taking care of the land
such as prescribed burning. Burning also
helps to bring back some of the native
plants that were here before, so that we
can bring back the basket weaving, we
can bring back the medicines that were
always here, we can begin to teach
ourselves how it is that we are supposed
to live on this land again.”

Corrina Gould, Co-Founder/Director of
Sogorea Te’ Land Trust

Named with the Chochenyo word for
“in one place, together,” our Lisjan
Himmetka includes a ceremonial
space, food and medicine gardens,
water catchment, ﬁltration, and storage,
ﬁrst-aid supplies, tools, and a seed
saving library.

Based on rematriated land in
deep East Oakland, and with
three more planned throughout
the East Bay, these hubs will
provide essential, culturally
relevant, resilience and survival
support in some of the most
marginalized parts of our city.

Why and How El Cerritans Can Support the Sogorea Te’ Land Trust

The Shuumi Land Tax is a voluntary
annual contribution that
non-Indigenous people living on
traditional Lisjan Ohlone territory
make to support the critical work of
the Sogorea Te’ Land Trust.

The Shuumi Land Tax directly supports Sogorea Te’s work of rematriation, returning
Indigenous land to Indigenous people, establishing a cemetery to stolen Ohlone ancestral
remains and building urban gardens, community centers, and ceremonial spaces so current
and future generations of Indigenous people can thrive in the Bay Area. Shuumi means gift
in the Ohlone language Chochenyo.

Why I pay
Shuumi

How Can the HRC Support Sogorea Te’ Land Trust
Establish a relationship with the Sogorea Te’ Land Trust
leaders to create a community awareness campaign
First Step: Pass a motion at your meeting to request that the City
Council conduct a study session on the Sogorea Te’ Land Trust.
Request a member of their tribal leadership to meet with the City
Council.
Why is this important:
A true partnership of collaboration will begin with a real
understanding.
Future projects can include: the Ohlone Greenway historical walk,
Institutional Shuumi Tax, Cultural land easements, collaborative
cultural celebrations, all in an effort to support the rematriation of
the land that we occupy.

Reference Links to Learn More
●
●

Sogorea Te’ Land Trust Website
Article with an excellent background on the development of the Land Trust- YES

