AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF THE
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Staff Liaison
Christopher Jones | (510) 559-7005
cjones@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Wednesday, October 27, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

JOIN VIA ZOOM:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83945311364?pwd=eG
puVEhoTGgxc0U3T2IyNDhTWVBWQT09
Event ID: 839 4531 1364 Password: 835098
or Dial in: 1-408-638 0968

Pursuant to Executive Order N-29-20, teleconference restrictions of the Brown Act have been suspended,
as well as the requirement to provide a physical location for members of the public to participate in the
meeting.
Members of the public can watch or listen to Park and Recreation meeting via Zoom using the meeting
information listed above.
Public comments may be submitted one of two ways:
1. Via Zoom using the “Raise Hand” icon to request to speak. If joining by phone, dial *9 to “raise your
hand”, and when prompted *6 to unmute/mute.
2. Via email to cjones@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us. Email must contain in the subject line Public Comments –
Not on the Agenda or Public Comments – Agenda Item # .
To ensure that the Park and Recreation Commission receives your written comments prior to taking action,
they must be received by 4:00 p.m. the day of the meeting. All written comments received by this deadline
will be provided to the Park and Recreation Commission and posted online in advance of the meeting.
Comments received after the deadline will be provided to the Park and Recreation Commission and included
with supplemental materials after the meeting. No written comments will be read into the record.

7:00 P.M. CONVENE REGULAR PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING
1. ROLL CALL – Chair Ben Chuaqui; Vice-Chair Avis Codron; Members, Kathy
Fleming, Jennifer Kaczor, Norman La Force, Art Machado, Megan Wier
2. COMMISSION/STAFF COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUCEMENTS
Informal reports on matters of general interest which are announced by the Park
and Recreation Commissioners and City Staff.
3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
Remarks are typically limited to three minutes per person and may be on anything
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the body. Remarks on non-agenda items
will be heard first, remarks on agenda items will be heard at the time the item is
discussed.
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4. COUNCIL/STAFF LIAISON ANNOUCEMENTS AND REPORTS
Staff and/or Mayor Paul Fadelli may report on matters of general interest to the
Park and Recreation Commission, Council policies, priorities and significant
actions taken by the City Council.
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Consider a motion adopting the minutes of the Park and Recreation Commission
meeting on August 25, 2021.
6. CASTRO PARK PICKLEBALL PROJECT CONDITIONS & CONSIDERATIONS
Discussion and possible action on considerations and conditions regarding the
proposed project at Castro Park to install permanent pickleball courts in place of
the existing tennis courts to recommend to the City Council when they consider
project approval.
7. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF PARKS AND RECREATION RELATED
PROJECTS
Review Parks Projects Status Sheet of funded and unfunded capital
improvement program projects related to Parks and Recreation.
8. RECREATION DEPARTMENT UPDATE
Update on items of interest in the Recreation Department.
9. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS
• Next Regular Meeting: Wednesday, December 1, 2021 at 7 p.m.
• Parks and Recreation Facilities Projects Update – Ongoing
• WCCUSD Facility Use Discussion – December
• Measure H Budget Discussion – December
10. ADJOURN PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this
meeting, please contact the Staff Liaison, (510) 559-7005. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will
enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. (28 CFR 35.10235.104 ADA Title I).
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the members regarding any item on this agenda will be
made available for public inspection at the El Cerrito Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane, El Cerrito, CA
94530 during normal business hours.
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SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA MATERIALS
PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
October 27, 2021
(Revised 10-27-21 at 4pm)
PUBLIC COMMENT INDEX
1. Public Comments received by agenda posting
2. Public Comments received by 10-27-21 at 4pm

AGENDA ITEM 5 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. Draft Meeting Minutes – August 25, 2021

AGENDA ITEM 6 – CASTRO PARK PICKLEBALL PROJECT CONDITIONS
CONSIDERATIONS
1. Staff Report on Environmental Considerations
2. Presentation (Added Slide 7)
AGENDA ITEM 7 – REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF PARKS AND
RECREATION RELATED PROJECTS
1. Project Status Sheet
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SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA MATERIALS
PUBLIC COMMENT INDEX
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
October 27, 2021 at 7pm
(Revised with Comments Received by 10/27/21 at 4pm)
The following Public Comments were provided directly to Park and Recreation
Commissioners in advance of the meeting, and were posted online as supplemental
materials at:
https://www.el-cerrito.org/Archive.aspx?ADID=5690

Public Comments – Items Not on the Agenda
1. David Weinstein

Agenda Item 6 – CASTRO PARK PICKLEBALL PROJECT CONDITIONS AND
CONSIDERATIONS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Roy Harkow and Marilyn Ashlin
Cathy Taruskin
Lorena Ellenberger
Thea Kelley
Ken Salonen
Pat Herr
Flo Hodes
Katherine Logan
Marguerite Lee
Leigh Gronet
Lorraine and Mike Sommers
Susan and Linda Fraimow-Wong
Alan Kaplan
Tiger Whittemore
Dori Maxon
David Wolden
Angelo Del Priore

18. Maureen Bormolini
19. Bill Powning

10-27-21 Agenda Packet Page 4 of 64

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

David Weinstein

; Chris Jones
Trail improvements and signs
Monday, October 25, 2021 1:14:35 PM
Potential Trail Work for Park and Recreation Work Plan Oct. 2021.pdf

Hello Ben and Chris
Thanks again for giving Trail Trekkers the opportunity to discuss trail improvements
with the Park and Recreation Commission, and for including this goal as part of the
work plan.
At August's commission meeting, the commission asked that Trekkers provide more
detail about potential trail projects. Please see the attached. While it doesn't cost out
each project, it gives a good idea, we think, of the challenges (and opportunities)
these projects present.
We believe this information should be useful in prioritizing things. We hope this is
helpful.
I would like to attend the meeting Wednesday to briefly present this document,
probably during public comments, unless you think it fits under item 7.
We are also of course disappointed to read in the CIP status report that Hillside signs
are being delayed again. It looks like the deadline for spending WW funds got
extended, if I am reading this correctly. We are looking forward to helping the city
install these signs whenever it happens.
Dave
Dave Weinstein
President
El Cerrito Trail Trekkers

10-27-21 Agenda Packet Page 5 of 64

Report to Park and Recreation Commission on
potential trail work for commission’s work plan
October 27, 2021, Presented by El Cerrito Trail Trekkers

Lower segment of the Knott Trail
Level of work needed: Much. Concrete (or other) stairs and handrail
required for bottom of trail, which has a steep descent. This requires
professional work. Volunteers could do the upper portion. The trail sees
much use.

Lower segment of Knott Trail, seen from Knott Avenue where it dead-ends at Hagen
Blvd. Note that trail is in use today though deemed “impassable” on Trekkers map.
Steps would need to be built to reach the street.
Where? The Knott Trail is a two-segment vertical path in the north end of town, linking
Prospect Sierra School and surrounding neighborhood with Del Norte BART and shopping. The
upper segment is already complete with concrete steps, from Harper Street to Tapscott Avenue
on the Trail Trekker map.
The lower leg is a steep pedestrian-only continuation of Knott Avenue, which runs east,
heading uphill from the BART station. Where Knott dead-ends at Hagen Blvd. is where the
trail begins. The lower leg climbs for about 150 feet to Harper Street.

1
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At Harper, walkers hang a left and pass two or three houses, then head uphill between houses
2052 and 2056 Harper, on a set of well maintained concrete steps to the end of the Knott Trail,
which emerges besides 2063 Tapscott St., facing Prospect Sierra School.
It is notable that, while Trekkers lists the lower Knott segment as “impassable” on our trail
map, it is in regular use, as seen by the well worn footpath its entire length.
Why? The bottom leg of the Knott Trail would provide increased access to BART and to bus
lines, an important way to ease access to transit. The route would also provide a rapid evacuation
route from the school and houses along these limited access streets in case of fire and/or
earthquake.
Residential streets in this area generally run along topo lines, and blocks are long. Pedestrians
seeking to evacuate (or just head downhill to BART) have a lot of walking along curving streets
before coming to cross streets that head down. Use of the Knott Trail would accelerate pedestrian
access.
The route would continue on Knott Avenue to Key Route, BART, restaurants, shopping and
meeting places for evacuees. It also connects to the bike and walking path of Ohlone Greenway,
and as part of the city’s recreational trail network.
In addition, improvements to the Knott Trail would add to the existing network of trails and
sidewalk connectors weaving through this attractive neighborhood, and leading to nearby natural
area parks, including Poinsett and Canyon Trail parks and the Hillside Natural Area.
How? Steps of concrete or wooden treads backfilled with dirt (like the Motorcycle Hill
stairs) would be required for the bottom segment of this trail, along with handrails. The rest
could get by with a few treads. The lower portion rises at an angle of about 45 degrees and
stretches for about 25 to 30 feet.
The rest of the path rises at about a 10-20 percent grade. If this path were in the Hillside
Natural Area we would probably just leave it alone as a dirt path. But since the lower Knott
would serve for evacuation, we should consider putting in some treads.

Looking down of bottom of trail where it hits Hagen.
This is where steps would be built.

2
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Not steep after the first climb, but treads would be useful considering the use of this
path for potential evacuation.

The Knott trail walks between a couple of houses before
opening onto Harper St.

3
10-27-21 Agenda Packet Page 8 of 64

Centennial Path/Liberty to Ohlone Path
Level of work needed: Easy to moderate, and fun. Several treads
could be installed by volunteers. Could be Eagle Scout project.
Opportunity to create mural on wall.

The Liberty-Ohlone (Centennial?) Path goes
through a beautiful stand of live oaks,
and abuts wetlands and Centennial Park.
Where? One of the shortest paths in the city, the Liberty Ohlone is about 70 linear feet that
descends in a curve from Liberty Street, near its intersection with Eureka Avenue, in central El
Cerrito, to the Ohlone Greenway. The trail in effect is an extension of Eureka Avenue to the
greenway.
Why? Currently this is an informal, much used “social” trail. It’s a path people have created
through use/need. By improving it and defining it, we could make it safer and prevent erosion. In
addition, it is part of a pedestrian route to shops on Stockton Avenue, the library, and other
nearby locations.
Importantly, this now neglected and occasionally trashed site could become a major amenity.
The path wanders through a healthy stand of native coast live oak trees and leads to two small
wetlands that run alongside the Ohlone Greenway, one along a steep retaining wall, and the other
within the greenway itself. This is habitat for Pacific chorus frogs.
4
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The path also connects to Centennial Park, hence Trekkers’ idea of renaming it Centennial
Path. It is close to the library and to Fairmount School.
Interpretive signage about oaks, frogs, wetlands etc would turn this forgotten site into a place
worth visiting, an extension of Centennial Park.
How: A handful of treads would be required plus signage and perhaps a mural.

How about a mural here, as once there was, and interpretive signage
about Pacific chorus frogs and live oaks?

Terrace Cutoff
Level of work needed: Moderate to Major. Stairs will probably be
needed for one short section; treads elsewhere

Much of the Terrace Cutoff is easygoing; some clearing is needed.

5
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Where? The cutoff is in the southern end of town, in the hills south of Moeser Lane nnear
(the future) Dorothy Rosenberg Park. It starts on a curve on Terrace Drive between house
numbers 8231 and 8239.
Why? There is a surging demand for safe accessible outdoor trails since COVID hit. It is a
miniature nature preserve and connects to already trails already maintained by the City of El
Cerrito. It would add to a burgeoning web of paths in this residential neighborhood and create an
easily accessible natural place for neighbors and for hikers coming from other trails. The trail
goes through open areas, with berry bushes providing home to deer, a tangle of tree cover, and
variety of habitat, including flocks of birds in the mature trees.
The Terrace Cutoff would also form the only T-shaped trail grouping, along with the
Stockton-King Trail, outside of the Hillside Natural Area. The Cutoff links Terrace Drive to the
Stockton- King Trail, and allows walkers on that trail to cut off to make their way to Terrace.
Once on Terrace they can walk a charming public stairway and to a “creek view” mini-trail, and
to Huber Park with its several trails.
How. The descent from Terrace drive is steep and will require stairs or treads. The trail then
becomes relatively level, and requires a little work to clear blackberries, etc. as it descends and
and swings up to the Stockton-King Trail through the described habitat.
History: Trekkers over the years have cleared truckloads of debris and made it fairly
passable (vegetation has partially taken over again). The Trekkers have made contact with
neighbors. Some neighbors are willing to pitch in and enhance their neighborhood by helping to
complete this trail.
(A resident installed a chain-link fence that overlaps with the official route of the trail,
forcing the trail to use land owned by a neighbor to get around the blockage. Years ago, when
Jerry Bradshaw ran public works, he got permission to do this. We would need to revisit the
issue. Currently people do use this route.)

The Cutoff Trail descends steeply for its first 10 feet from Terrace Drive.
6
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It was almost 10 years ago that Trekkers first hauled debris away
from the Cutoff. Neighbors appreciated that we were making things
safer from fire.

Betty Lane Path
Level of work needed: Major. About 30 treads will be needed for
upper section, plus concrete stairs-handrails for steep, short bottom
section

Betty Lane Path would be a useful and pleasant connector
to the Hillside Natural Area.
7
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Where? Betty Lane Path is in the central section of town just above the southern end of the
Hillside Natural Area. It is a one-leg trail that starts at the end of Betty Lane, where tat street
dead-ends at Contra Costa Drive. Betty Lane Path serves as a pedestrian-only extension of Betty
Lane, a two block-long street.
The path extends from between 1141 and 1145 Contra Costa Avenue, downhill to King
Drive between 1140 and 1146. It is one block long, a moderate grade most of the length, with a
steep section as it opens onto King.
Why? Betty Lane Path would be a useful evacuation route for residents of Contra Costa and
Brewster Drives, adding to egress provided by the Shevlin-Arlington Park Path, which parallels
Betty Path a block or so away.
An important value would be as part of a network of city trails linking neighborhoods to the
Hillside Natural Area, Arlington park, Camp Herms, thus integrating neighborhoods with open
and natural areas. Betty Path for example is a great route to use when heading downhill into the
Hillside Natural Area.
How: Stairs are needed at the base on King Street, with treads installed bby volunteers on the
upper section.

The Betty Lane path hits King Drive as a steep slope of soft dirt.
Stairs with a handrail are needed.

8
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Tassajara Park Trail
Level of work needed: Easy to moderate. Could be Eagle Scout
project. Improve safety of an heavily used trail that peters out at the end.

Until it approaches the community center area, the Tassajara Park Trail
is easy and safe.
Where? Tassajara Park Trail runs through Tassajara Park in the northern part of town, from
Tassajara Avenue near Alva Ave downhill, ending by the recreational center
Why: This is a popular park, much used for its playground, tennis courts, ball field, and
ceramics classes at community center. Most of the trail is fine, dirt and grass surfaced, gentle
decline which becomes slippery when wet. Also, as it drops down to the community center and
playground, the trail dissolves into three “social” trails, all bad, and one must step over small
rock outcrops and exposed tree roots. Additionally, this can be dangerous.
How: Choose one of the three current informal paths to improve; the one furthest to the left
as you look at the hill from the paved area by the pottery studio seems best. Hire a stump
removal person/company/machine to remove the stump. Install a few treads, and a single step at
the low wall at the very end.

9
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Currently there is no safe way to reach the pottery studio
or playground from the trail when it is wet;
it was slippery when this photo was shot, a day after light rain.

This is probably the best trail route, not as steep as the others.
The stump root would have to go – or the entire stump.
10
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Live Oak Trail needs a bridge/boardwalk
Level of work needed: Moderate to major; volunteers with
professional assistance.

Notice the washed out creek bank a few feet past the wooden planks.
(Note: This is the only Hillside Natural Area trail included in this report, whose goal was to
focus on the “urban,” non-Hillside trails. But we have included it because the need is so great.)
Where? About midway along the Live Oak Trail, one of the main trails in the Hillside
Natural Area, erosion caused by a creek has washed away the creek banks. This is the first creek
you come to along this trail if coming in from the south. It is by the “Power of small creeks”
Rotary interpretive sign, and the washout clearly demonstrates that power.
Why: There is no problem during dry weather, but when the creek is flowing a bridge or
boardwalk will be needed to cross. We envision a wooden bridge supported on low piles. The
bridge would be about two feet over the surface of the ground and would stretch about 20-25
feet. There would be two segments, as the bridge would be shaped like a broad V.
How. We believe this could be installed by volunteers, likely with professional engineering
assistance.

11
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A low wooden boardwalk on short piers could bridge this area and provide year
round use.

Lagunitas to Edwards Path
Level of work needed: Moderate to major; steps may be needed for
bottom section (as seen in photo).

To get onto Mira Vista Street on leg one of the Lagunitas to Edwards path would
require a strategy for getting over – or around – this rock face.
12
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Where? In the north of our city, this pedestrian trail has two legs: 1) Carquinez Avenue to
Mira Vista Drive, 2) Mira Vista Drive downhill to Tulare where it intersects Edwards Avenue.
Leg one starts at 2367 Carquinez and emerges between 2444 and 2502 Mira Vista. Leg two
starts between 2445 and 2501 Mira Vista and emerges between 2448 and 2500 Tulare.
Why? This could be another life-saving evacuation route for fire/earthquake. The area is
similar to the Oakland Hills. Streets in this area run parallel to the slope for several city blocks
without any downhill cross streets. Pedestrians could evacuate quickly to meeting areas lower on
the hill from this two-block path.
There is also something charming, poetic, mysterious about this path, starting as it does on
Carquinez, past a charming Storybook house on a passable path that looks like it belong to the
home, though it is city property.
Currently, the top leg of the trail is passable now – but only if you avoid the steep drop off at
a rock that is at the end of the path (in the photo). This requires walking on a stairway owned by
the neighboring house.
How? Leg 1. Build stairs into the rock, or reach agreement reached with the
neighbor/homeowner for use of their private stairs. Leg 2. Intense vegetation clearance may be
all that’s necessary.

Here is the top leg again, showing that until the trail reaches the rocky ledge it is
quite passable.

13
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Here’s the bottom leg of the Laguntas to Edwards Trail, as seen
from Mira Vista. You can’t see much but the slope is not great,
so some vegetation management might do it.

14
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Chris Jones
To P & R Commission Members
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 10:12:24 PM
Letter to Members of EC Park and Recreation Commission 10-20-21.pdf
Pickleball Letter.pdf

We attended the El Cerrito Park and Recreation Commission meeting on April 28, 2021 where conversion of the
Castro Park tennis courts to permanent pickleball courts was recommended. Taken at face value, the pickleball
conversion request and many arguments in favor of it seem quite reasonable. It’s easy to see why it made sense for
the Commission to recommend that the project proceed.
Since then we have done a lot of investigation and have come to the realization that many points were either
misrepresented by EBPA or not considered by the Commission. Also, repercussions of this decision go far beyond
the simple conversion of tennis courts to pickleball courts
We would greatly appreciate it if you would read the attached “Letter to EC P&R”, noting that it also references the
attached “Pickleball Letter”. We thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
Roy Harkow and Marilyn Ashlin
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To Members of the El Cerrito Park and Recreation Commission:
We attended the El Cerrito Park and Recreation Commission meeting on April 28, 2021 where conversion
of the Castro Park tennis courts to permanent pickleball courts was recommended. This was originally
proposed by the East Bay Pickleball Association (EBPA) which is the local arm of USA Pickleball.
To reiterate, taken at face value the pickleball conversion request and many of EBPA’s arguments seem
quite reasonable, and it’s easy to see why it made sense for the Commission to recommend that the
project proceed.
Since then we have done a lot of investigation and have come to the realization that many points were
either misrepresented by EBPA or not considered by the Commission. We feel that the repercussions of
this decision go far beyond the simple conversion of tennis courts to pickleball courts.
We refer in this letter to two documents, which depict different aspects of what has been happening. The
first is the “Pickleball Letter” (attached to the email) that EBPA sent to its membership after the 4/28 Park
and Recreation Commission meeting. Please open and pay particular attention to the “rebuttal” link at
the end of this letter. The other document is an article in Berkeleyside that illuminates serious problems in
a neighborhood where pickleball courts were installed: https://www.berkeleyside.org/2020/11/13/northberkeley-neighbors-complain-noisy-pickleball-games
To emphasize this point, sentiments expressed in the Berkeleyside article are echoed in an article in
Mercury News: https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/11/23/berkeley-residents-in-a-pickle-over-popularpickleball-game/
In fact, Mercury News also reported the same problem in Pacific Grove:
https://www.mercurynews.com/2019/09/19/pickleball-noise-controversy-goes-before-city-leaders/
We apologize in advance for the length of this document. You can imagine the time and effort it took us
to research and compile it all. We would so appreciate it if you took the time to read it through and that
one of you would enter a motion to reconsider this recommendation, and that the Commission would
ultimately reverse the recommendation.
The first thing we discovered is that conversion of tennis courts to pickleball courts is a highly organized,
ongoing national effort, led by USA Pickleball. The plan to convert the Castro Courts has been underway
since 2014 (as expressed by EBPA in the March 24 Park and Recreation Commission Agenda) with
virtually no awareness on the part of the tennis community or area residents who do not have a similar
organization to support their interests. Thus, Park and Recreation Commission members have received
only one side of the picture as you can see by the vast number of pro-pickleball comments in that Agenda.
USA Pickleball follows a set plan to convert tennis courts to pickleball courts rather than locating and
developing more appropriate spaces. They have done so throughout the East Bay and indeed all over the
United States. “Pickleball Ambassadors,” recruited and trained by USA Pickleball, follow specific steps
and make claims, many of which are untrue. To wit:
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Claim #1: There are many tennis courts and very few pickleball courts.
Truth: According to EBPA’s own presentation at the March 2021 Park and Recreation Commission
meeting, as of that date there were 19 pickleball sites that, to our count, comprise more than 78 courts in
the East Bay. Since then, several additional courts in Richmond and Montclair have been converted for
pickleball use and more are being targeted (see “Pickleball Letter”).
There are currently 13 tennis courts in El Cerrito, not including the ones at EC High School, which are
off-limits to the public. The courts at Cerrito Vista and Harding (as well as Kensington) were reserved for
kids’ camps for much of the past summer, and the Arlington courts are frequently used for league
matches. This often leaves only nine tennis courts for public use in the entire city, so the tennis
community can ill afford to lose two. Furthermore, Castro Park has one of only three practice backboards
in the entire city, one of which is in poor condition.
Claim #2: The Castro courts aren’t being used much and are not useable for competitive league tennis
play.
Truth: During the heart of the pandemic the courts were highly used, both by neighborhood kids and by
people taking lessons. Tennis usage seems to have dropped off since the April 28 Park and Recreation
Commission meeting because people correctly assume that there will be pickleballers on the courts and
head elsewhere. Pickleball use has in fact increased ever since Castro was designated for conversion and
EBPA announced it as a destination for its members throughout East Bay, even picking up the slack for
the Cedar Rose courts when closed (see “Pickleball Letter”).
As for the EBPA claim that the courts are “unusable for competitive league tennis play,” what their letter
omits is that the courts are unusable for league play because there are pickleball lines on them!
Claim #3: The pickleball community will fully fund the conversion by raising $42,000 from their
members. Also, this is the maximum they can raise, as their members are mostly senior citizens on
limited incomes.
Truth: This cost of conversion is based on an informal contractor estimate obtained months ago, before
the recent escalation of construction and materials costs. If this is the max EBPA can raise, who will be
responsible for cost overruns and maintenance?
Here’s an even more critical question: If in the future the city of El Cerrito or the West Contra Costa
Unified School District decide to repurpose the courts, will the city or school district be vulnerable to
lawsuits by USA Pickleball, claiming that they paid for the conversion and are entitled to keep the
courts? In other words, by accepting payment for the conversion, are El Cerrito and the school district
ceding control of these courts to USA Pickleball?
Claim #4: Pickleball is open to everybody and the courts will remain open to the public. Pickleball
members will offer to teach pickleball to middle school students.
Truth: The “Pickleball Letter” specifically addresses this conversion as an opportunity for SENIORS (as
they emphasized in Claim #3). While there is some diversity and a fair number of women, one can simply
go to the courts on an open pickleball day and observe that the players are predominantly white, male
seniors. In contrast, the tennis courts are used by kids, families, and people of color.
Principal Burnham has expressed an intention to incorporate tennis into the physical education program at
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Korematsu Middle School. They have no interest in, or intention to teach, pickleball. Furthermore,
Principal Burnham explained to us that having volunteers teach pickleball to students would not be
feasible for safety reasons.
A school board member pointed out to us that tennis courts in El Cerrito are spaced such that kids in the
neighborhood have easy access to at least one set of courts. This will be lost if the courts are converted.
Furthermore, whereas you and I can afford to reserve a court, kids cannot be expected to plan their
activity and reserve a court. That’s why a drop-in facility is so important to our neighborhood.
Additionally, at least two neighborhood facilities that have been
converted for pickleball, Cedar Rose and Alameda’s Lincoln Park,
currently have key-code locks on their gates (photo shows the locked
gate at Cedar Rose). Thus they are only open to “members” who have
the key codes and not the general public. You might think that this
won’t happen in El Cerrito. However, Pickleball USA has shown that
their modus operandi is to get their foot in the door (e.g., “temporary”
pickleball lines), then expand their reach over time.
Claim #5: Since two tennis courts will be replaced by six pickleball
courts, El Cerrito will receive more money in reservation fees.
Truth: In the “Pickleball Letter” Ambassador Cathy Taruskin states,
“We agree that a new protocol would be needed, since the city can now
profit from 6 pickleball court reservations instead of just 2 tennis court
reservations”. In other words, once the conversion is complete, East Bay Pickleball intends to petition for
lower court reservation fees. This is another example of their “foot in the door” policy, which will NOT
benefit El Cerrito in the long run.
Beyond these false claims, there are additional important factors to consider:
1. Noise and how it affects the community and the school(s).
Pickleball on six courts creates a relentless, irritating “thwack” sound; this has been a major
complaint of residents near the Cedar Rose pickleball courts. For an illustration, please listen to
this short video Marilyn took while biking by one day (and, as you watch, please notice the lack
of youths or people of color): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ps7gYsw3gNg
In an email to the Park and Recreation Commission dated 4/27/2021, Principal Burnham
explained that sounds created by pickleball players are “distracting and rather loud,” impacting
students in the English Language learner classroom located directly above the courts. Principal
Burnham also explained to us that the school lacks a climate control system and is therefore
unable to close the windows to mitigate the sound. This also impacts the second floor teachers’
lounge.
Based on these factors, the WCCUSD told us that they will not permit pickleball play during
school hours. If converted, the courts will not be available for use during school hours, leaving
them fallow for over half of every day.

10-27-21 Agenda Packet Page 23 of 64

2. Noise abatement.
Noise abatement measures that have been used in other
locations are not effective. They are bad for pickleball—
creating an echo-chamber effect within the courts—and don’t
block noise from school and residential facilities, especially
those that are located on upper floors.
Noise-abatement materials are unsightly. They obstruct views
and provide a convenient gathering and hiding place for
anyone with evil intentions (photo of Cedar Rose sound
abatement screen, right).
The grassy area between the Castro tennis courts and
Lawrence Street is used for a variety of family activities. Kids
play on the lawn. Families gather for group meals at the
picnic tables. There’s even a woman who plays children’s
songs for families with young kids every Sunday morning. All of these events are impacted by
the noise created by pickleball.
Evidence of impact is readily available from our neighbors to the south. We encourage you to
read the aforementioned Berkeleyside article that shows the real-world impact of the pickleball
courts in the Cedar Rose community and the anger they have fostered in its neighbors.
3. Traffic and parking
Parking on the streets surrounding the Korematsu School is already pretty limited, and at the start
and end of each school day the streets become a parking lot. Six pickleball courts add way more
than 24 cars to the mix since there is often a gathering of people waiting to play. The surrounding
neighborhood has begun to have a feel of a thoroughfare and parking lot rather than the
wonderful community it has been in the past.
Conclusion
We have nothing against pickleball; it’s a fine game. We would be happy to continue to share the courts
as we have been doing since 2018 by setting up specific times (e.g. Saturdays and after school hours on
certain days) when they could set up their nets, although we believe they should be searching for a
location that wouldn’t impact others. However, we ardently oppose the permanent conversion. We hope
that one of the commissioners who voted for the original recommendation will enter a motion to
reconsider it, and that the Commission will ultimately reverse its decision. Absenting that, we hope that
this decision will be actively disseminated to the El Cerrito area tennis community and local residents
who will be impacted by the conversion so that they can weigh in with their views.
Sincerely,
Roy Harkow and Marilyn Ashlin
On behalf of El Cerrito Tennis and the Castro Park neighborhood
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Chris Jones
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cathy Taruskin
Saturday, October 23, 2021 3:26 PM
Chris Jones
Public Comment: Agenda Item #6

Dear EC Parks and Rec Commissioners,
Below is my response to the October 20 letter submitted to the EC Parks and Rec Commission by Roy Harkow and
Marilyn Ashlin in opposition to permanent pickleball courts at Castro Park.
Before itemizing each claim, the letter states: “The plan to convert the Castro Courts has been underway since 2014
(as expressed by EBPA in the March 24 Park and Recreation Commission Agenda) with virtually no awareness on
the part of the tennis community…”. I can only assume that the authors are unaware that an ECTC board
member (the current ECTC City of EL Cerrito Liaison) attended the initial 2014 meeting with EC Rec and Senior
Services when a pickleball program was proposed; additionally, she attended the 2018 Master Plan Workshops where
permanent pickleball courts were requested multiple times in various focus groups; she also represented the ECTC
Board in email and phone discussions with me earlier this year when our original proposal (determined to be
unfeasible due to the non-standard width of the Castro courts) was to convert 1 Castro court to 4 pickleball courts.
Presumably ECTC was aware that the final Master Plan approved in 2019 included permanent pickleball courts at
Castro. In other words, ECTC has known this was coming for years.
Claim #1: There are many tennis courts and very few pickleball courts.
This argument leaves out the word that is the foundation of our request: PERMANENT. We know there are pickleball
lines at various locations, and all of them are more visible than the black lines at Castro. But having lines without
permanent nets requires players to set up the nets (30 lbs and 15 pieces each) and then break them down at the end
of play. So, to restate the numbers of PERMANENT pickleball courts vs. PERMANENT tennis courts in El Cerrito,
there are currently 13 tennis courts (15 if you include the Kensington courts that ECTC lists on its website) versus
ZERO PERMANENT pickleball courts.
From Berkeley all the way up to Vallejo there are only 5 PERMANENT pickleball courts (in Berkeley) versus 81 or
more tennis courts.
Claim #2: The Castro courts aren’t being used much and are not useable to competitive league tennis
play.
We agree that usage of the Castro courts has changed radically since April. According to the Harkow/Ashlin letter
“Tennis usage seems to have dropped off since the April 28 Park and Recreation Commission meeting because people
correctly assume that there will be pickleballers on the courts and head elsewhere.” I would add that evidence
suggests that tennis players have been SUCCESSFUL in heading elsewhere; I drive by Cerrito Vista Courts on my
way to Castro pickleball sessions, and there is frequently one, sometimes two courts available. I have NEVER seen a
line there, as is common in pickleball courts. This morning (10/23) on my way to Castro there were 2 people on one
Cerrito Vista court, the other was empty; in contrast, when I arrived at Castro there were 40 pickleball players playing
and waiting for courts.
This increased usage of the courts was driven by our fundraising needs, and the Ladder League and Round Robins we
held to raise money. We expect usage to level out more evenly when the permanent courts are available all day
without needing setup.
Claim #3: The pickleball community will fully fund the conversion by raising $42,000 from their members.
Also, this is the maximum they can raise, as their members are mostly senior citizens on limited incomes.
We have never cited $42,000 as the maximum we can raise. The ‘senior citizens on limited incomes’ was mentioned
only in argument against ECTC’s earlier suggestion that we pay the cost to excavate and widen the courts, or even
purchase our own property to build courts on.
We have raised $37,000 to date, and are simply waiting for a target number from the EC Rec Department for an
actual cost. We are confident we will be able to raise the balance. WHY? Because since the April meeting our
mailing list has expanded from 555 people to 725! Compare this 6-month increase in numbers (170 new
players) with the current total membership of ECTC (147 members). Our new players are excited about the prospects
of permanent courts and committed to helping the cause. We will prove it as soon as EC Rec provides us with a
1
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target fundraising goal.
Incidentally, much of the fundraising has been done thru a Ladder League (116 players age 13-81), which netted
$8,200, and Round Robin sessions (102 players), which raise $2,700. These are both programs that EC Rec could
continue to offer to increase its revenue when permanent courts are in place.
The Harkow/Ashlin letter implies that there is a nationwide strategy led by USA Pickleball to take over tennis courts.
USA Pickleball’s involvement in the Castro effort consists of a $250 grant in 2014 to pay for our first portable net and
balls. One of the conditions of this grant was that the pickleball courts would be publicly available. My involvement as
a USA Pickleball ambassador began in 2019, 5 years into my personal efforts to get permanent pickleball courts at
Castro. USA Pickleball offers all members assistance in the form of national statistics and sample presentations, but
all of our data has been gathered locally and our presentations are home-grown.
The letter asks: “will the city or school district be vulnerable to lawsuits by USA Pickleball, claiming that they paid for
the conversion and are entitled to keep the courts?” The answer is NO. And I would be curious to know if the same
question was raised in the early 2000s, when the ECTC formed the El Cerrito Tennis Improvement Association, which
raised $150,000, enabling construction of the third court at Arlington Park, as well as lighting at Cerrito Vista courts
and the new touchless bottle filling/drinking fountain at Arlington.
USA Pickleball is NOT INVOLVED in this campaign. The East Bay Pickleball Association is not even registered as a Club
within USA Pickleball.
With the exception of a $575 grant from Google, all of our funding comes from local players and the donation will be
given to the city in good faith, free and clear of strings attached.
Claim #4: Pickleball is open to everybody and the courts will remain open to the public. Pickleball
members will offer to teach pickleball to middle school students.
Their sentence: “While there is some diversity and a fair number of women, one can simply go to the courts on an
open pickleball day and observe that the players are predominantly white, male seniors.” Which is it? The first half of
the sentence is accurate, the 2nd is not. Especially with the 170+ players who have come aboard since April, our
average age is trending downward and we are thrilled to see even more diversity in age and ethnicity each
week. Today’s session was only about 50% retirees and 40% female.
Their sentence: “In contrast, the tennis courts are used by kids, families, and people of color.” Did the kids and
families have to set up the tennis nets and take them down when they were done? Did they need to know a
combination to get to the nets? Did they need training on how to set up a net? When this situation changes and kids
and families can simply walk on to permanent pickleball courts with the nets ready for use, I guarantee you will see
many more kids and families playing pickleball.
As far as Korematsu’s usage of the tennis courts, the courts have been available for the school to use since the school
opened yet nothing has happened. To my knowledge, the PE instructors occasionally used the tennis courts for soccer
before COVID, but not for tennis. Using the tennis courts for PE would only accommodate a small number of
students. With pickleball, 24 kids could be playing simultaneously, and those kids could be klutzy, unathletic, even
obese, and have a TERRIFIC time moving around and playing pickleball. Our volunteers would gladly train the PE staff
in lieu of working directly with the kids.
The Harkow/Ashlin letter shows a photo of the key-code locks on the pickleball gate at Cedar Rose Pickleball Courts in
Berkeley, and falsely assumes that “they are only open to ‘members’ who have the key codes and not the general
public.” In fact, NO PICKLEBALL PLAYERS know the key code – it is used by parks maintenance staff. The box
contains a timing device that locks and unlocks the gates to enforce the posted court hours. All members of the
public have access to the courts during the open hours. Our group will remain a free, loosely organized entity with no
benefits other than receiving occasional newsletters with pickleball updates. There is nothing exclusive about it.
It is ironic that the letter rails against a ‘members-only’ model, when their recommendation of keeping things as is
would force us to stay in that undesirable model. Since our portable nets must be stored in a lockbox with a
combination; only those players ‘in the know’ have the combination. Even though we share the combination with
ANYONE who is trained in how to assemble a net, most people interested in trying pickleball don’t know that. This is
the arrangement we are trying to move away from, so that kids, families new players and strangers can just walk on
to the court and play. No insider knowledge is needed.
Claim #5: Since two tennis courts will be replaced by six pickleball courts, El Cerrito will receive more
money in reservation fees.
We have not proposed any specific suggestions about pickleball court rental fees. However, as a hypothetical
example, if El Cerrito patterns itself after Berkeley, a Castro pickleball court rental fee of $6/hr (resident) and $8/hr
2
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(non-resident) could generate up to $36-48 per hour for the city. Compare this to the current $10 res/$12 non-res
tennis rental, which brings in a maximum of $24 per hour.
The letter accuses USA Pickleball of having "a 'foot in the door' policy, which will NOT benefit El Cerrito in the long
run”. In fact, our group has paid Castro court reservation fees amounting to $4395 in the last 6 months. Have any
other EC tennis courts shown similar revenue during this time period?
NOISE
The letter includes a YouTube video of the sound of pickleball at Castro. The video was taken from the path just a few
feet away from the court fencing. We don’t dispute that the sound is loud when you stand right outside the courts. If
I submitted a video of the sound made by one tennis player practicing against the backboard, the volume would be
considerably louder than pickleball, yet this has never been raised as an issue. It is, after all, a public park.
Harkin and Ashlin attempt to put the Castro Tennis Courts in the same category as the Cedar Rose Pickleball Courts
when in fact they are dramatically different. The need for noise abatement mentioned at Cedar Rose in Berkeley was
clear – here is a photo of how close the homes are to the Berkeley courts.

In contrast, according to Google Earth the distance from the edge of the Castro court to the closest house on
Lawrence is 260+ feet, giving the decibel level considerable space to decrease.
NOISE AND THE SCHOOL
We would welcome an opportunity to work with the English Language learner teacher and the teachers’ lounge users
to see if we can come up with some creative noise abatement solutions, and we would happily raise funds for
them. Perhaps white noise devices? A stereo system for the teachers? Any other suggestions would be appreciated.
TRAFFIC AND PARKING
Our weekday organized play sessions begin at 9 am or after. All of the school drop-off traffic is gone by the time we
arrive, and there is parking available.
CONCLUSION
The Harkin/Ashlin letter concludes by saying “we hope that this decision will be actively disseminated to the El Cerrito
area tennis community and local residents who will be impacted by the conversion so that they can weigh in with their
views.” That opportunity presented itself in the spring. ECTC sent multiple mailings to all of its members encouraging
them to speak up, and you Commissioners have already heard from those who are opposed to the court conversion (a
fairly low percentage of the membership wrote letters). Likewise, Public Hearing notices were posted at the courts,
neighbors had the opportunity to speak up, and the Commission has already read and listened to their comments.
Not everyone can be happy with your decision. We hope you will hold to your original vote, continue to heed the
overwhelming support for pickleball, and move this resolution forward to the City Council.
Sincerely,
Cathy Taruskin, volunteer USA Pickleball Ambassador for El Cerrito

3
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lorena Ellenberger
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Saturday, October 23, 2021 3:58:01 PM

I have loved learning PB at the courts and have made new friends. Let’s make some permanent PB courts !
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thea Kelley
Chris Jones
Public comments on permanent pickleball courts at Castro Park
Saturday, October 23, 2021 4:21:49 PM

Greetings, commissioners:
Thank you for considering permanent pickleball courts at Castro Park as proposed by the East Bay Pickleball
Association.
I am a woman who has been playing pickleball at Castro Park for several years. Currently I play there nearly every
Saturday morning and Monday morning. I ride a bicycle to get there (from Albany), so I don’t even take up a
parking space!
On Monday mornings I’m guessing there are typically somewhere between 12-24 players, and on Saturday
mornings far more, such that there’s usually a line of people waiting to play. If there were permanent courts, there
would probably be large numbers at other times of day as well.
Please support permanent pickleball courts at Castro Park. Thank you.
Thea Kelley
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ken Salonen
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Saturday, October 23, 2021 5:56:11 PM

Hello again.
I am again writing in support of Pickleball at the Castro Park location.
Since I have written before I will keep this short.
I am 67, retired, an El Cerrito resident of 40 years, and a happy Pickleball player. I have been playing Pickleball at
Castro for a number of years. Since COVID Castro has been my go to location to play as my “pod” plays there two
days a week.
Now as Pickleball play has opened up, the Castro courts have grown in the number of players.
I have recently participated in round robins and have been amazed as to how many new players I am encountering.
The numbers are astounding.
I played this Saturday morning from 9 to 12 noon. There were between 40 - 50 players there all having a great time,
from beginners to advanced.
I mentioned before that Pickleball is the future but now I have to say that Pickleball is here and now.
Heck, even Leonardo DiCaprio is a Pickleball player (see latest issue of Vanity Fair).
Tennis players have plenty of courts in which to play.
Please allow Pickleball to get a small share of that public space.
Thank you again.
Ken Salonen
El Cerrito

Sent from my iPad
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

pat herr
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Saturday, October 23, 2021 7:23:44 PM

I am a friend of an EC resident.
She has introduced me to pickleball at Castro
I cannot believe how many friendships have been formed by the PB community
I encourage the build of permanent courts…this group is willing to pay for the courts and I
think it’s a win win for all.
Being an avid tennis player..at first I thought this was nuts…but I am now convinced things
should move forward
I support the use of the courts to go to pickleball
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Flo Hodes
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Saturday, October 23, 2021 8:52:47 PM

Hello.
I am writing in full support of permanent pickleball courts at Castro Park.
I’m 71 years old and have been enjoying the game of pickleball for the past three years. I began playing in Alameda
which seemed to be the first permanent pickleball court in the area. After several months playing there, I corralled a
group of players who live in Oakland (as I do) to establish a place to play. We had great - and rapid - success getting
the tennis courts at Bushrod Park to be shared with pickleball. Of the three tennis courts at that Park, one court is
multi-striped to accommodate four pickleball courts. Those pb courts are heavily used! The tennis courts are rarely
in full use.
There is a steadily growing desire for - need for - permanent pickleball courts in the East Bay. This is a sport that is
not merely a fad; it is here to stay. The benefit to players of all ages cannot be overstated.
We hope to have permanent courts at Castro Park!
Thank you .
Flo Hodes
Oakland resident
Avid pickleball player
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kaki Logan
Chris Jones
Please Establish Permanent Pickleball Courts at Castro
Saturday, October 23, 2021 9:29:19 PM

I am an El Cerrito resident and I play pickleball every Wednesday at Castro. Pickleball is a great
solution to my search for healthy exercise that I can enjoy enough to do consistently. It is not
only good exercise, it is also an important part of my social life and general well-being. And
though it is a fast and exciting game, it is also very safe. Pickleball has been a delightful
addition to my life in the past few years. I sincerely hope that we will have permanent
pickleball courts at Castro.
Frankly, though we were grateful to have lines painted at Castro to enable pickleball, the black
lines there are difficult to see. And setting up and taking down the portable nets each day is
time I would prefer to use playing.
I wholeheartedly encourage you to establish permanent pickleball courts at Castro. As the
game gathers more players of various ages, you will be glad you have provided a place for
many residents to enjoy great recreation.
Thank you,
Katherine Logan
El Cerrito, CA. 04530
[LK1]
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kaki Logan
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6"
Saturday, October 23, 2021 9:34:37 PM

I am resending this email since I had neglected to direct it to the correct Agenda Item in the
subject line. This is the same letter I wrote under the subject line: "Please establish permanent
pickleball courts at Castro"

I am an El Cerrito resident, and I play pickleball every Wednesday at Castro. Pickleball is a
great solution to my search for healthy exercise that I can enjoy enough to do consistently. It
is not only good exercise, it is also an important part of my social life and general well-being.
Pickleball has been a delightful addition to my life in the past few years. I sincerely hope that
we will have permanent pickleball courts in El Cerrito.
Frankly, though we were grateful to have lines painted at Castro to enable pickleball, the black
lines there are difficult to see. And setting up and taking down the portable nets each day is
time I would prefer to use playing.
I wholeheartedly encourage you to establish permanent pickleball courts at Castro.
Thank you,
Katherine Logan
El Cerrito, CA. 04530
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Marguerite Lee
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Saturday, October 23, 2021 9:50:22 PM

Dear El Cerrito Parks and Recreation Commissioners,
I am writing in support of permanent courts at Castro Park. I play there a couple of
times a week on Thursday afternoons and Saturday mornings. I have enjoyed the
open play there as well as the ladder league. I just learned to play pickleball this past
summer and it has markedly improved the quality of my life. Instant fun! Exercise!
Social connections!
I played tennis in my youth. I still love tennis. But my body can't play tennis
anymore.
Sincerely,
Marguerite Lee
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Leigh Gronet
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Sunday, October 24, 2021 9:48:15 AM

Dear Parks and Rec Commission,
I am a 60 year old working female who has benefited highly from the the pickleball community for the past 3 years.
It has brought me new skills, created new friends and community, has gotten me regular exercise (I play 3-4 times a
week), and most of all, brings fun into my life! I mostly play at Castro Park as it is near where I live. It has become
so popular at Castro Park, that there is often a line to play and I don’t get to play as often as I’d like.
I have currently donated $200 to the fund to create permanent Picklball courts at Castro. I am a dedicated player
who sincerely hopes you will create permanent courts at Castro Park.
Thank you for your consideration!
Leigh Gronet
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lorraine Sommers
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Sunday, October 24, 2021 11:52:16 AM

I am both a tennis player, and more recently a Pickleball player at Castro. I have come to love PB. I still play tennis,
but not as much since I learned PB in April of this year. I have donated money so there can be permanent PB courts
at Castro. I am a 65 year-old female, and find PB to be much more inclusive than tennis. The City can make lots
more money on PB, than they do on tennis from what I have witnessed over the last six months. PLEASE consider
making permanent courts at Castro - thank you!
Lorraine and Mike Sommers
(Former 20 year resident of EC, recently moved to Richmond)
Sent from my iPhone

10-27-21 Agenda Packet Page 42 of 64

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

susan fraimow-wong
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Sunday, October 24, 2021 5:53:51 PM

Hello,
We are El Cerrito residents (Ramona Ave) and fully support the conversion of the Castro Courts to 6 pickleball
courts. We are relatively new pickle ball players. We have learned the basics from Bell, have met many new people
and are just having a great time playing this sport. We are in our early sixties. One of us played tennis and is very
athletic, one of us is not really athletic at all. We both love how easy it is to learn, how welcoming the community
is, and we love playing both with each and with new friends. The ladder league and organized open play times are
an ingenious way to make the
El Cerrito pickleball community inviting and accessible to all people of all ages. We’ve never seen any activity be
so open to new people and as inviting as the East Bay Pickleball Community. Please convert these courts to
permanent pickleball courts.   They will surely be much used and much loved.
Thank you very much.
Susan and Linda Fraimow-Wong
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Alan Kaplan
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Monday, October 25, 2021 8:55:09 AM

Having played pickleball at the Castro courts hundreds of times over the past year and a half (I
typically play three times a week), I’d like to offer some observations in support of your
agreeing to the installation of six permanent pickleball courts there. Over these many
occasions, it has virtually never happened, I only remember one time, that both tennis courts
were occupied simultaneously. In fact it has been fairly rare for even one court to be in use for
tennis. It has not been rare, though, for two or more sets of pickleball players to be playing.
Reading over the Harkow/Ashlin letter, I am struck by it’s distortions. They make no
distinction between lined pickleball courts requiring temporary nets to be set up and
disassembled, and permanent courts, so their claims are misleading. But just using common
sense: if the situation were so unbalanced against tennis, wouldn’t I have witnessed more
demand from tennis players over my hundreds of visits? On the other hand, would we be
seeing upwards of 50 pickleball players showing up there on Saturday mornings if we had a
glut of pickleball courts in the East Bay?
Their noise concerns are similarly distorted. The Cedar Rose courts are jammed up against a
number of apartments, a real problem. The nearest houses to the Castro courts are much
further away. Since noise dissipates with distance it’s likely to be a far smaller issue, but one
that we will always take seriously.
I could go on, but I’ll simply say that the exploding popularity of pickleball is a reality. And
never enough pickleball courts has been the reality for the six plus years I’ve been playing.
Re-purposing two under-used tennis courts would be a big step to help rebalance these two
realities.
Thank you
Alan Kaplan
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tiger Whittemore
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Monday, October 25, 2021 9:31:52 AM

Dear Chris,
I'm writing to express my concerns with the recent tennis association letter recommending
against converting the 2 Castro Park tennis courts to 6 Pickleball courts. It is reasonable that
they are not happy with the inconvenience of going to a different El Cerrito tennis court, but
it's very clear that the entire El Cerrito community will be better served by the new Pickleball
courts.
Since we have had a lock box with nets at Castro Park, I have usually played Pickleball here 3
days every week.
Our community is very friendly, diverse and inclusive. There are many Black, Latinx, Asian
and LGBTQ men, women and kids having great fun together while getting the exercise we all
need.
As approval is complete and we have a more accurate cost estimate for the conversion, the
Pickleball community will continue to raise funds as needed. I will certainly plan to help with
this and am confident we will be able to cover the full cost.
Please don't be persuaded by a very small number of tennis players. Their arguments are both
ill informed and disingenuous.
Thanks very much for your continued support on this critical project!
Sincerely,
--Tiger Whittemore
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dori Maxon
Chris Jones
"Public Comments – Agenda Item #6" Pickleball courts
Monday, October 25, 2021 10:35:37 AM

Dear Council,
I"m writing in support of pickleball courts at Castro Courts. I started playing in June with an organized ladder
program and have loved it since. I play at Castro Courts 2-3 times a week now. It's great exercise and very social.
I'm in awe of how many people come out to play. For example last week there were 24 people playing on 6 courts
and another 20 or so waiting to play. It seems there are new players every week. Pickelball can accommodate so
many people of all age groups, I play with high school students and senior citizens - it's a welcoming sport. The
fundraising for the Castro Courts has been impressive and clearly shows that the community is in support of this. I
hope that you will keep these courts of pickleball, it's a great location and so close to home - I also worked at Castro
school for years, so it's an extra treat.
Respectfully,
Dori Maxon

Dori Maxon PT, MEd
Founder, Director
SNAPkids - Special Needs Aquatic Program
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dave Wolden
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Monday, October 25, 2021 1:48:37 PM

Dear Madame/Sir, I'm a member of the East Bay Pickleball Association . I'm writing this letter
to ask that the city of El Cerrito continues to proceed with the conversation of the tennis courts
at Castro park to permanent Pickleball courts. I been playing Pickleball at Castro for 7 years, I
currently play there 3 days a week. I arrive early to set up nets and stay late to take them
down.
I participated in the Ladder League and the Round Robin fund raisers , I
enjoyed them tremendously. I have introduced around 30 people of all ages to pickleball at
Castro with many more at Booker T Anderson, Ocean View and Rudger. I've enjoyed playing
with old friends and meeting new ones.
The Pickleball community is
committed to getting permanent courts locally, nationally and world wide. The game is easy to
learn and can be played by people ages 7 to 90 plus. There is a demonstrated need for
Pickleball dedicated courts in El Cerrito , Castro is the best option in El Cerrito. Thanks for
your consideration, David Wolden.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Angelo Del Priore
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6"
Monday, October 25, 2021 2:31:35 PM

Hi
I'd like to express my support for permanent courts at Casto park. I
play there 1 - 2 week for the last ~9 months and it has been good, but
would be great if we didn't have to deal with tennis court lines, taking
nets up/down, and chase after balls. I've met a ton of people in the
near East Bay who'd I'd never have met otherwise and I love it. great
exercise, social and fun. Thank you.
Angelo
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Maureen Bormolini
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 2:14:38 PM

Hello - Just a note to say that permanent pickleball courts will change the usage in an
extremely positive way, i.e. families with children can just show up & play. Most of us
pickleball fanatics have had to put up nets, store nets & equipment, maintain the equipment,
etc., for years. As far as I know, tennis players have never had to deal with this at all. Also, I
read Cathy Taruskin's rebuttal letter to the "opponents" & agree with every single word.
Thanks for your consideration, Maureen Bormolini
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bill Powning
Chris Jones
Public Comments – Agenda Item #6
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 11:59:26 AM

Hello Park Commissioners,
Please keep moving ahead with permitting the conversion of the courts at Castro Park into 6 dedicated pickleball
courts.
There are many reasons for doing so but I believe the most compelling one is that there are many more people who
will benefit from the social and exercise benefits of pickleball compared to the number of tennis players who will be
inconvenienced. I play there two morning a week and rarely see any tennis players except for the occasional lesson.
On Saturdays mornings now there are routinely 24 people playing simultaneously with as many as 20 others waiting
to play.
This is an investment in public health. Furthermore, it will not cost the City since it will be user funded.
Thank you,
Bill Powning
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DRAFT MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING OF THE
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Staff Liaison
Christopher Jones | (510) 559-7005
cjones@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

Wednesday, August 25, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

JOIN VIA ZOOM:
https://zoom.us/j/94266126668?pwd=Y0k5QUNWMjJKenNl
dy9YVmFHWUxWQT09
Event ID: 942 6612 6668 Password: 552174
or Dial in: 1-408-638 0968

7:00 P.M. CONVENE REGULAR PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING
1. ROLL CALL – Chair Ben Chuaqui; Vice-Chair Avis Codron; Members, Jennifer
Kaczor, Norman La Force, Art Machado, Megan Wier
Absent: Kathy Fleming
2. COMMISSION/STAFF COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUCEMENTS
Commissioner Codron spoke with a Park and Recreation Commissioner from
Santa Monica who said Santa Monica did not have to do a sound study for their
new pickleball courts because they are located in an industrial area. Santa
Monica is planning to convert four more tennis courts into pickleball courts
despite some public pushback.
Director Jones announced that more than likely September’s meeting will take
place one Zoom. He said that the suspension of the Brown Act Provisions to
allow virtual meetings is set to expire by September 30, 2021 and as of now
there are no indications that the deadline will be extended but it is still a
possibility.
3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
Dave Weinstein – Reported on vandalism and theft in the Hillside Natural Area of
some interpretive signs the were installed by the Trail Trekkers in partnership with
the El Cerrito Rotary Club.
4. COUNCIL/STAFF LIAISON ANNOUCEMENTS AND REPORTS
Mayor Fadelli, spoke about the recent City Council meeting that was a virtual and
in-person hybrid meeting. He said there were some technical issues to still work
out. He also stated that there seemed to be a lot of support amongst the various
City Commissions and Committees to continue with the virtual meeting format due
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to the COVID-19 Delta Variant. In regard to the City’s budget, Mayor Fadelli stated
that El Cerrito ended the year in a better position than anticipated with around a
$2.4 million surplus at the end of Fiscal Year 2021. He spoke about how changes
are still needed to keep El Cerrito’s budget sustainable, but he felt we are on the
right track. He noted that the City’s Real Property Transfer Tax brought in more
revenue than anticipated due to home sales. He also announced a City Council
Budget Workshop for Tuesday, August 31st at 4pm.
Commissioner La Force commented about the delay of building permits being
processed by the City and a concern about raising prices too high for Recreation
programs.
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Moved/Seconded: Members Machado/La Force. Pass a motion to approve the
minutes of the Park and Recreation Commission meeting on July 28, 2021.
Ayes: Chair Ben Chuaqui; Vice-Chair Avis Codron, Members Jennifer Kaczor,
Norman La Force, Art Machado, Megan Wier.
Noes: None
Abstain: None
6. PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION: URBAN TRAILS AND OPEN SPACE
David Weinstein of the El Cerrito Trail Trekkers will provide a presentation,
followed by discussion, about Trail Trekker activities, accomplishments, and
recommendations relating to El Cerrito trails and open space.
Presentation received followed by Commissioner questions and discussion.
Commissioners agreed that they would like to form a recommendation on this
topic at a future meeting.
Melissa Hobbs spoke in support of the presentation. She says that opening up
inaccessible trails should be a priority to give people more access to their
homes, especially during emergencies.
Barbara Lass spoke in support of the presentation and said that even though the
City may not have the budget to clear inaccessible trails and easements, just
getting the support to do so would enable volunteers to do some of the work.
She said that trails add to the progressive quality of El Cerrito.
7. 2021-22 PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION WORKPLAN
Discussion, brainstorming and possible action to adopt the Park and Recreation
Commission’s 2021-22 Work Plan.
Director Jones gave an overview of the Park and Recreation Commission Draft
Work Plan and pointed out areas that had been changed due to the previous
month’s discussion and direction.
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Commission discussion focused on the Hillside Natural Area, developing urban
trails and trail maintenance. Additional details were added to the Work Plan for
budget review and monitoring for the Recreation Department and Measure H,
recreational program evaluations, facility usage by City and WCCUSD of each
other’s facilities, and which meeting topics will be discussed at particular future
meetings.
David Weinstein expressed his appreciation for the Commission’s interest in urban
trails and open space and said the support will make a difference.
Moved/Seconded: Vice-Chair Codron/Member Wier. Pass a motion to approve
the 2021-2022 Park and Recreation Commission Work Plan.
Ayes: Chair Ben Chuaqui; Vice-Chair Avis Codron, Members Jennifer Kaczor,
Norman La Force, Art Machado, Megan Wier.
Noes: None
Abstain: None

8. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF PARKS AND RECREATION RELATED
PROJECTS
Review Parks Projects Status Sheet of funded and unfunded capital
improvement program projects related to Parks and Recreation.
Director Jones presented the parks status sheet and noted that the only change
from the previous month was that finalized design for bidding the Hillside Natural
Area Signage Improvements project was anticipated to occur in September 2021.
Discussion was also had about the Immediate Work Priority projects from the
Master Plan that are to be funded by Measure H including electrical work.
9. RECREATION DEPARTMENT UPDATE
Director Jones spoke about the first week of childcare with the new school year,
senior programs moving from the Midtown Activity Center to the Community
Center, and the upcoming Fall Programs Guide for Recreation Department
programs that will be mailed to all El Cerrito households in the September East
Bay Sanitary bill.
10. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS
• Next Regular Meeting: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 at 7 p.m.
• Parks and Recreation Facilities Projects Update – Ongoing
• Permanent Pickleball Courts Considerations – September
• WCCUSD Facility Use Discussion – TBD
11. ADJOURN PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING – 9:23 p.m.
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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Date:
To:
From:
Subject:

STAFF REPORT
Agenda Item No. 6

October 27, 2021
Members of the Park and Recreation Commission
Jordyn Bishop, Assistant City Attorney, City Attorney’s Office
Environmental Considerations for Proposed Pickleball Project at Castro Park

BACKGROUND & ANALYSIS
The El Cerrito Parks and Recreation Facilities Master Plan (“Master Plan”) program implements
the Master Plan adopted by City Council in April 2019. The Master Plan identifies nearly 200
projects, including the following for Castro Park: “Add pickleball amenities at existing tennis
court – court striping, nets, and storage” (the “Project”). Pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND)
was prepared for the Master Plan.
While this Commission has take action to recommend approval of the Project, final approval
authority rests with the El Cerrito City Council. As such, the City Council will also take the
necessary CEQA actions. This Commission will not make any CEQA determinations regarding
the Project; however, staff understands that Commissioners and members of the public may still
have questions about the necessary CEQA analysis.
The CEQA process begins with a preliminary review to determine whether CEQA applies. Staff
determined the Project would be subject to review under CEQA. As part of the review, the City
must determine whether a project is exempt from CEQA. A project is exempt if it qualifies for a
statutory exemption or a categorical exemption set forth in the CEQA Guidelines.
ENVIRONMENTAL & LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS
The Project would qualify for a Class 1 categorical exemption from CEQA, under State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15301, because the Project would involve “minor alteration of existing public
or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving
negligible or no expansion of existing or former use.” In addition, the Project would qualify for
a Class 11 categorical exemption from CEQA, under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15311,
because the Project would involve “construction, or placement of minor structures accessory to
(appurtenant to) existing commercial, industrial, or institutional facilities.” Finally, the Project
would require no further environmental review, under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15162,
because the Project would be within the scope of development analyzed by the IS/MND prepared
for the Master Plan.
Therefore, if City Council were to take action to approve the Project, staff would recommend
that City Council first find the Project exempt, as described above, and then staff would file a
Notice of Exemption in accordance with CEQA. No further environmental review would be
required.
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Pickleball Project
Considerations
EL CERRITO PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
OCTOBER 27, 2021
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Timeline
Park & Rec
Master Plan
• Adopted April
2019
• Castro Project
7.2: Add
pickleball
amenities at
existing tennis
court – court
striping, nets,
and storage

Park & Rec
Commission
#1

Park & Rec
Commission
#2

Park & Rec
Commission
#3

West Contra
Costa Unified
School District

• March 24, 2021
• Permanent
Pickleball Courts
proposal & public
testimony

• April 28, 2021
• Additional
testimony from
the El Cerrito
Tennis Club &
public.
• Commission
recommends
project, asks staff
to return with
conditions and
considerations
for City Council
approval.

• October 27, 2021
• Conditions and
considerations
will be presented

• Ongoing
• Finalize
consultations
with West Contra
Costa Unified
School District. If
approved,
advance proposal
to City Council.
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City
Council
• TBD Winter
2021-2022
• Possible Approval

3
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Korematsu Middle School Considerations
Noise Reduction
Install sound barrier along south facing fence between pickleball courts and school
Possibility of closing courts during school hours if barrier does not reduce noise to an acceptable level
Traffic - If permanent courts create additional traffic during school drop-off/pick-up times
Restrict reservations during these times
Communicate with players to avoid these times
If insufficient, close courts during these times
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Construction will not begin until the City has the funding, plus a 10-15% contingency, in hand for the
project
The City will abide by the requirements of the school district as property owner in minimizing any
negative effects on the school
The City will utilize a system for reserving the pickleball courts that mirrors how tennis reservations
currently occur to ensure equitable public access
Despite being exempt from CEQA, The City reserves the right to take reasonable measures to address
negative issues that may occur as a result of changing from temporary to permanent courts

Staff Recommendations
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7 – Added Slide 10-27-21 After 4pm

Next Steps

Finalize discussions with WCCUSD

Request bids for project from
qualified contractors

Request City Council Take Action
to:
Accept donation for project: recommend this
includes 100% of project cost plus 10-15%
contingency
Determine project is exempt from further
environmental review
Approve Project
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