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Free Monthly Tour of the Recycling + Environmental Resource Center:
Interested in a behind-the-scenes look at the LEED Platinum Certified Recycling
Center? Join us for a guided tour. Tours at an alternative time can also be scheduled
for a fee. For more information, call City staff at (510) 559-7686.
National Drive Electric Week: Learn all about the benefits, savings and fun of driving
an electric vehicle during National Drive Electric Week, September 14-22. Find out
more information at driveelectricweek.org/events.php.
3rd Annual Ride Electric at The Farmers’ Market, September 14, 11 AM – 3 PM,
Berkeley Civic Center Park, 1940 Allston Way, Berkeley
Richmond National Drive Electric Week Event, September 19, 12 PM – 3 PM
Richmond Civic Center, 450 Civic Center Plaza, Richmond

Saturday
Sept. 21

10 AM to
12:30 PM

Green Team / Coastal Clean Up: On Coastal Cleanup Day, join the El Cerrito Green
Teams in removing trash along Cerrito Creek. Meet at El Cerrito's Creekside Park, at
the south end of Santa Clara Ave. All ages welcome; there's a play structure for very
young children. Tools, gloves, bags, snacks, and water supplied. For more information
about Coastal Cleanup Day, visit coastal.ca.gov, or contact City Staff at (510) 215-4350
or green@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

Thursday
Oct. 3

6:30 PM
to
8:00 PM

SunShares Workshop: Join us for a free workshop offering information on rebates and
opportunities to add solar to your home or to purchase an electric vehicle. The event
will be located in the City Hall, Council Chambers at 10890 San Pablo Avenue. Learn
more about SunShares or register for the program at bayareasunshares.org.
Contact City Staff at wprovost@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us for more information.

Saturday
Oct. 5

9 AM to
3 PM

Fall Citywide Garage Sale: Find great deals while keeping waste out of the landfill and
getting to know your neighbors. The finalized map of locations and listings will be
available online and in hardcopy on Thursday, September 26. Visit
el-cerrito.org/garagesale or call City staff at (510) 559-7686 for more information.
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Citywide
Garage Sale
Saturday, Oct 5
9:00am—3:00pm

The finalized map of
locations and listings will
be available online and in
hardcopy on
Thursday, Sept. 26.
For more information visit
www.el-cerrito.org/
garagesale or call City
staff at (510) 559-7686.

***************

El Cerrito
SunShares
Workshop
Thursday, October 3

Nov. 1 –
Feb. 1

Winter
Hours

Recycling Center Winter Hours: The Recycling Center will have winter hours from Nov.
1 to Feb. 1: 8 AM – 4:45 PM weekdays; 9 AM – 4:45 PM weekends.

Monday
Nov. 11

All Day

Veterans’ Day Holiday: The Recycling Center and East Bay Sanitary offices will be
closed Monday, November 11 in observance of Veterans’ Day. Curbside collection of
recycling, green waste and garbage will occur as normally scheduled.

Nov. 28
Nov. 29

All Day

Thanksgiving Holiday: The Recycling Center and East Bay Sanitary offices will be closed
Thursday and Friday, November 28 and November 29 in observance of Thanksgiving.
Curbside collection will occur as normally scheduled.

Dec. 24
Dec. 25
Dec. 31
Jan. 1

All Day

Christmas and New Year’s Holidays: The Recycling Center will be closed on December
24, 25, and 31 (beginning at noon), and January 1. East Bay Sanitary offices will be
closed on December 25 and January 1. Curbside collection of recycling, green waste
and garbage will not occur on December 25 and January 1. Service for all routes
following those holidays will resume one day later than normally scheduled that week,
with Friday’s normal pick-up happening on Saturday.

6:30PM – 8:00PM
Council Chambers
10890 San Pablo
Avenue
Please visit
el-cerrito.org/
newgreen
for information on
how to RSVP.

10890 San Pablo Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530
green@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
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Participate in SunShares 2019!
El Cerrito has teamed up with other Bay
Area cities and the San Francisco-based
Business Council on Climate Change (BC3)
to provide a solar and electric vehicle (EV)
group-buying program. The program,
SunShares, makes it easier and more
affordable for Bay Area residents to go
solar or to purchase an electric vehicle by
offering discounts, free workshops, and helping renters learn more about their clean
energy options. In 2018, 7 El Cerrito households signed contracts through the program,
obtaining more than 27 kW of solar energy. Plus, participants can still take advantage of
the Federal Tax Credit.
Register by November 15 to receive a no-cost, no-obligation solar proposal or EV
discount code, as well as financing options. To register for the program, visit
bayareasunshares.org. Also mark your calendars to attend the workshop at the El Cerrito
City Hall on October 3 at 6:30 PM. For more information, please contact BC3 at
sunshares@bc3sfbay.org or the City of El Cerrito at (510) 525-7622.

Updates From the Recycling Desk
As reported in past issues of Greener El
Cerrito, unprecedented changes in
international recycling markets
precipitated by China’s “National Sword”
policy have significantly depressed
domestic recycling markets, turning the
economics of processing recyclables from
a net revenue generating activity to a net
expense. As a result, single-stream
curbside recyclables are now commanding
little or no value and recycling processors
throughout the United States are now
shifting to a model of charging for
accepting materials. These new market
conditions have affected the City’s
recycling programs in several ways.

In this new economic environment, the
City’s contract for processing curbside
recycling materials expired on December
31, 2018. Staff thus went through a
procurement process to solicit proposals
and award a new contract for these
services. As all proposals received included
(Continued on page 3)
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Measure H on the Ballot November 2019
On July 16, 2019, the El Cerrito City Council voted
unanimously to place Measure H (which is the renewal of
Measure A passed originally in 2000) on the November 2019
Ballot to continue a dedicated funding source – at the
current rates with no increases – to improve and maintain
our parks and recreation facilities and programming space.

El Cerrito’s parks and recreation systems are valued and
well used by residents. The system encompasses 16 City
parks, one greenway, two special-use open spaces, the
Swim Center, and 15 recreation buildings. The City
maintains and operates 175 acres of parkland, of which 102
acres remain dedicated open space. The City owns 155
acres of parkland.
If Measure A is extended at the current rates, which is
$58.46 per year for single-family homes (other rates for
other property types), the City can continue to fund
maintenance and improvements at our parks and recreation

facilities as detailed
in the Parks and
Recreation Master
Plan, which are
essential to
providing high
quality services.
These funds would
be restricted only
for the maintenance and enhancement of El Cerrito’s
parks and recreation facilities, as described in the Master
Plan.
Measure H renewal will appear on the November 2019
ballot. More information on the ballot measure can be
found at www.el-cerrito.org/2019Measure and anyone
with questions can contact City Clerk Holly Charléty at
hcharlety@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
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Recycling Program Updates (cont.)
a price per ton to process the City’s material, creating an
unforeseen cost in the City’s Integrated Waste
Management (IWM) budget, the City Council held a
public hearing on June 4, 2019, increasing the IWM fee to
cover the new cost of processing curbside recyclables.
This increase became effective July 1, 2019, and resulted
in an average garbage rate increase of 2.3%, or about
$1.00 to $2.00 extra per month for the typical customer.
Residential customers will see this increase in their next
trimester billing on September 1st. The IWM fee increase
will automatically be included in September through
December rates. In addition, customers will see a onetime only retroactive line item on their bill for the
months of July and August (since this new fee increase
was not included in the last trimester billing that
occurred in May 2019).

Citywide Garage Sale Registration Information
HOST A GARAGE SALE!
Turn your old stuff into treasure! Register now to
host a garage sale at your home during the Fall
Citywide Garage Sale. Registration fees cover the cost
of advertising and promotion, which includes posting
your sale in the garage sale brochure, classified ads in
newspapers and online.
Spread the word about the Garage Sale!
Make your event fun and enjoyable by providing
refreshments, treats, prizes or other enticements!
For more information, contact Laurenteen Brazil in
the Operations + Environmental Services Division at
lbrazil@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 559-7686.
Garage sale maps,
locations, and
listings available
September 26, 2019
in print and online at
el-cerrito.org/garagesale

Garage Sale Registration Form
Fall 2019 El Cerrito Citywide Garage Sale
October 5, 2019 | 9 AM to 3 PM
Registration forms are due by September 9 at 4 PM
Mail or drop-off form, along with a non-refundable $18
registration fee made payable to the City of El Cerrito, to:
Environmental Services Division - Citywide Garage Sale
10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito CA, 94530
Name:
__________________________________________________
Street Address/Sale Location:
__________________________________________________
Nearest Cross Street:
__________________________________________________
Phone Number:
__________________________________________________

Email Address (please provide an email address, especially if you would
like the opportunity to review your listing prior to publication):
__________________________________________________
Sale Description: Maximum of 20 words describing the items
for sale and any other details about the sale: _______________
__________________________________________________
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New Processor for Curbside Recyclables
On June 18, 2019, the City Council authorized the City to
enter into a contract with Napa Recycling and Solid
Waste Services (NRSW) to process recyclables collected
through the City’s curbside program. As of July 1, 2019,
the City’s recycling truck drivers started delivering
material to the NRSW Materials Diversion Facility in
American Canyon.
While switching to NRSW has resulted in very few
changes to the materials accepted in our curbside
program, there are a couple notable exceptions. The
City’s curbside program now accepts paper-based milk

cartons and aseptic cartons (a.k.a., Tetra Pak). NRSW works
with a manufacturer that delaminates the plastic and foil
linings from the paper and harvests the paper for recycling.
The curbside program also continues to accept all classes of
durable plastics (such as laundry baskets, buckets, and
crates) and single use plastic containers (such as bottles,
yogurt tubs, and #1 PET “clamshell” containers). However,
the program does not accept certain types of problematic
plastics, including plastic bags, PVC pipes, and plastic items
smaller than 2 inches by 2 inches (such as plastic utensils,
straws, and small take-out salsa cups). Besides the market
for these materials being quite bad, plastic bags get tangled
in and jam recycling equipment, while small plastic items are
hard to sort and fall through recycling equipment.
NRSW transports their plastics to a facility in Mexico City to
be recycled into plastic pellets. While the City is glad to offer
customers an avenue for recycling plastics, City staff
continues to educate customers about current market
conditions for plastics recycling and to encourage them to
consider reducing single-use plastics whenever possible.
The City has also produced a brochure, “Everything You Ever
Wanted to Know about Recycling, Green Waste and
Garbage Services”. Visit https://www.el-cerrito.org/
RecyclingUpdates to view the brochure for more detailed
information about materials accepted, including best
practices for preparing the materials for processing.
For more information, contact the City’s Operations +
Environmental Services Division at (510) 215-4350.

