MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Mayor and City Council
Karen Pinkos, City Manager
February 4, 2021
City Manager’s Update

We are now entering the phase of the COVID-19 pandemic that we’ve been waiting for:
vaccinating the community against the virus. While there has definitely been some confusion
(and frustration) in how the process has started, I am optimistic that as the vaccine supply
increases that the process will improve and will soon ramp up in earnest. Yet one of the issues
that has already become evident is that the population that is most vulnerable to the virus is
lagging in becoming vaccinated, especially our seniors. This is due to many issues, one of which
is the ease of securing an appointment, especially if the person seeking the vaccination is not
comfortable or does not have the technology to make appointments online. In the spirit of El
Cerrito’s wonderful quality of being a community that cares about each other, I want to
encourage everyone to check out Contra Costa County’s website where there is information on
how we can help others get vaccinated. If you have a neighbor or you know someone who
needs help in navigating how to get vaccinated, check out
www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/appointment-guide for information on how you can Be A
Hero—not just because you would help one person, but because you will help the entire
community.
There are two ways that an eligible Contra Costa County resident can request an appointment:
•
•

•

Fill out the online appointment request form.
Call the vaccine appointment line, 1-833-829-2626, open 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. daily. CCHS
asks that patients only use the phone line if they cannot access the internet or cannot
complete the online form.
Optum Serve, a state contractor, runs a community vaccination site in Walnut Creek.
Eligible county residents can request an appointment online or call 1-877-218-0381
(option 7). This call center is open 7 a.m. – 8 p.m. weekdays, 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. weekends.

Even though the vaccination effort is well underway, we still must remain vigilant against
spreading the virus. Regardless of your vaccination status, please continue to practice safety
protocols including wearing masks and maintaining physical distancing. We cannot let our
guard down now. Let’s keep working together until this pandemic becomes a memory.
Please stay safe, stay healthy, and take care of yourselves and each other.
Karen Pinkos
City Manager

COVID-19 UPDATES
Regional Stay at Home Order Lifted, Return to Purple Tier
On Monday, January 25, the Regional Stay at Home Order in effect in Contra Costa County was
lifted. Contra Costa County is urging residents and businesses to continue practicing health
safety measures and avoiding risky activities after California lifted its regional stay-at-home
order today in the Bay Area. Health guidelines regarding physical distancing and use of face
coverings outside the home remain in effect, as do occupancy caps for indoor businesses and
requirements limiting close-contact gatherings of people from different households.
Some significant changes resulting from Contra Costa's return to the purple tier include:
•
•
•

Restaurants may offer outdoor dining, following the state health guidelines.
Hair salons, barber shops and personal services such as nail salons may reopen following
state health guidelines.
Outdoor social gatherings involving 25 or fewer people, from three or fewer different
households, are now permitted.

Contra Costa County has kicked off a countywide drive to provide 1 million doses of COVID-19
vaccine by July 4. County residents who are older than 75 can now get a vaccination
appointment by calling (833) 829-2626 or using Contra Costa Heath Services (CCHS) online
request form at tinyurl.com/44hx4crk. The county expects to extend vaccine eligibility to more
people in coming weeks.
For more general information about COVID-19, please reference the links below. Contra Costa
County residents and businesses can also call the COVID-19 Call Center at (844) 729-8410
between 8am and 5pm daily.
Resources
• COVID-19 Vaccine Dashboard: https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/vaccinedashboard
• Contra Costa County Ramps Up Vaccine COVID-19 Vaccination Efforts:
https://cchealth.org/press-releases/2021/0111-COVID-19-Vaccination.php
For up-to-date information from Contra Costa Health Services, please visit:
https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org

CITY CLERK
Campaign Disclosure Statements Now Available Online
Campaign disclosure statements must be filed pursuant to the California Political Reform Act
and are intended to provide the public with details on who contributes money or items to a
candidate’s campaign, and how the candidate spends that money. The filing requirements are
determined by the amount of money raised and spent and the type of filer (City Council
candidates, general purpose committees, ballot measure committees, petitions, independent
expenditures, etc). Statement filings on or after January 1, 2021 will be posted on the City’s
website at https://www.el-cerrito.org/215/Campaign-Disclosure. Statements filed prior to
January 1, 2021 are available upon request from the City Clerk by emailing cityclerk@ci.elcerrito.ca.us.
Upcoming City Council Meeting(s)
The next regular City Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 7:00 pm via
teleconference. Agenda materials and instructions on how to participate and provide public
comments for all City Council meetings are posted online at www.elcerrito.org/CouncilMeetingMaterials. Archives of meeting videos and materials are also
available on this site. For more information, please contact the City Clerk at cityclerk@ci.elcerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4305.

CITY MANAGEMENT
Black History Month

At the February 2 Council Meeting, the City Council
approved a proclamation recognizing February as Black
History Month in El Cerrito. This proclamation invites
residents to recognize this month to celebrate the
diversity and character of El Cerrito’s community. The
Contra Costa County Library Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusivity Committee is inviting residents to participate in
virtual programs, for all ages, held throughout February in
partnership with local authors, authors, artists, historians
and activists. To view a list of upcoming events, please visit: https://ccclib.org/black-historymonth/.

February 4, 2021

2

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Temporary Cap on Fees Charged by Third Party Meal Delivery
Services
On Tuesday, February 2, the Contra Costa County Board of
Supervisors approved an Urgency Ordinance establishing a
establishing a temporary cap on fees charged by third-party
delivery services for food order and deliveries from restaurants
in Contra Costa County. Under the proposed Ordinance, if a
customer places an online order for delivery or pickup at a restaurant through a platform
operated by a third-party delivery firm, the delivery firm cannot charge the restaurant more
than 15% of the order. Similarly, if a third-party delivery firm provides a service such as
processing online orders for a restaurant, the delivery firm cannot charge the restaurant more
than 10% of the order for providing that service. To access the Ordinance, please visit:
tinyurl.com/yjyc5dyn. For additional information as it becomes available, please visit the
County’s website at: https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/7778/COVID-19-Economic-Resources.
Temporary Outdoor Dining and Retail Program
If you are a business owner and want to use the
outdoor private and/or public space adjacent to your
business, the City has created a streamlined no-fee
Temporary Outdoor Dining & Retail Permit Application
for three categories of outdoor dining and retail: Use of
Outdoor Private Property, Use of Public Sidewalks, and
Use of Public Parking Spaces. Please visit www.elcerrito.org/outdoorseating for more information. If you
would like to designate a public parking space for
curbside pick-up/take out, please contact us at
community@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

FIRE
Preliminary 2020 Fire Response Incident Data
In 2020, total incidents for Fire Department response preliminarily show a total of 3,484 calls
for service, which is a decrease of 154 calls from 2019. The area of the highest decrease was in
medical emergencies, which was over 300 calls less than 2019. This is most likely attributed to
the COVID-19 pandemic and the public’s reluctance to travel to medical facilities. In 2020, the
Fire Department also had 72% increase in fires which represented not only more structure fires
but a substantial increase in brush/trash/rubbish fires. This increase is also linked to the
pandemic and shelter in place orders with more people staying home and the increase in the
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homeless population which led to more fires in the encampments. The total incidents for 2020
are detailed below:
Call Type
Fires
Explosions / Ruptures
Medical
Hazardous Condition
Service Calls

Good Intent Calls
False Calls
Totals

(Structure, Trash, Vehicles,
Vegetation Fires)
(Over Pressure/Ruptures,
Explosions, Bombs
(EMS, Vehicle Accidents,
Extrication Rescue)
(Chemical Spills, Leaks, Down
Power Lines)
(Distress,
Water/Smoke/Odor
Problems, Public Assists)
(Cancelled En Route, Wrong
Location)
(Wrong Company/Unit
Dispatched)

Incident Count

Percentages

320

9.18%

2

0.06%

904

25.95%

111

3.19%

908

26.06%

1025

29.42%

214

6.14%

3484

100.00%

POLICE
Preliminary 2020 Crime Data
The Police Department are currently finalizing crime statistical data for 2020. Thus far, the data
shows that El Cerrito experienced a significant reduction in many types of crimes during the
pandemic. Violent crime dropped by over 30%, while property crime dropped by over 25%. Two
categories of crime bucked these trends, with a significant increase in Arson cases (increasing
from 7 to 17) and a 33% increase in automobile theft.

PUBLIC WORKS
Public Works Response to Recent Wind Events
The City's Public Works team frequently responds
to a variety of urgent issues in the City’s parks and
in the public right-of-way. Urgent incidents include
tree failures, fallen tree limbs, illicit discharges,
storm and wind events, and flooding issues, among
others. For example, last month during the heavy
winds, Public Works responded to more than 15
reports of fallen tree branches/tree failures. The
photo on the left shows a tree that failed due to
the heavy winds on Tuesday, January 19,
obstructing the road and impacting power lines.
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City staff and PG&E responded quickly to the scene to ensure the road was opened and safe for
use within hours.
These urgent maintenance issues happen at all hours, including evenings, nights, and weekends
when City offices are closed. To report urgent maintenance issues that require immediate
attention after normal business hours (evenings, nights, weekends, and holidays), please call
Police Dispatch at (510) 233-1214. To report tree failures, fallen tree limbs, illicit discharges,
etc., during normal business hours (Monday through Friday, 8:00am – 4:00pm), please e-mail
Maintenance@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or call (510) 215-4369. For more information on Public Works
Maintenance, visit el-cerrito.org/Maintenance.
City Playground Cleaning & Maintenance
Over the past several months, Public Works and Recreation
Staff have worked to complete inspections and maintenance
at all City playgrounds. Prior to reopening the playgrounds
under the new County Health Orders, all playground
equipment was inspected and pressure washed. After the
inspections, City staff methodically completed improvements
to further improve safety, by adding additional signage,
removing graffiti, adding additional loose-fill playground
surfacing under swings, etc. For more information on the
recent playground maintenance, please contact
maintenance@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
When visiting City Playgrounds, please continue to “PLAY IT SAFE”:
1. WEAR A MASK: Everyone 2 years and older should wear a mask covering their face.
2. MAINTAIN DISTANCE: Maintain a physical distance of six (6) feet between individuals
from different households and prevent crowding of children.
3. NO FOOD OR DRINK: Do not eat or drink in playground to ensure face masks are worn at
all times.
4. WASH HANDS: Wash or sanitize your hands before and after you visit.
5. PLAN AHEAD: Visit the park at different times or days to avoid crowds and waits.
6. KNOW WHEN TO STAY HOME: Elderly individuals and people with under-lying medical
conditions should avoid playgrounds when others are present.
7. SHARE OUR SPACE: To avoid crowding and allow everyone to use this space, please limit
your visit to 30 minutes when others are waiting.
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(Socially Distanced) Creekside Park Work Party
Join the El Cerrito Green Teams on Saturday, February 20
from 10:00am to 1:00pm in removing detritus from the
creek and nearby areas. Meet at Creekside Park, 3499
Santa Clara Ave. Attendance is limited and masks and
social distancing are required. All ages are welcome
(under 18 with guardian). Please wear a hat and bring
water, and hip waders or boots if you have them. The
Green Teams supply tools, gloves, and bags. During the
pandemic, RSVP is required to (510) 215-4350 or at
green@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
San Pablo Avenue and Wall Avenue Improvements
The City is implementing pedestrian safety
improvements at the intersection of San
Pablo Avenue and Wall Avenue. The street
lighting was recently upgraded by the City’s
on-call electrician, Saint Francis Electric.
Pavement markings and signage will also be
installed to provide a pedestrian refuge area
in the median, painted bulb-outs, advanced
yield markings and warning signs to the
crosswalk on San Pablo Avenue; add highvisibility ladder markings at crosswalks on
Wall Avenue; and relocate the northbound
nearside bus stop.
The City has contracted with Bayside Stripe and Seal Inc. to complete the pavement markings
and signage portions of the improvements. Bayside is anticipated to begin work in early spring.
Construction management will be done in-house by Engineering staff. The improvements are
funded by the Traffic Safety & Management Program in the City’s Capital Improvement
Program. For information about the project and construction, please contact Roland Lambert,
Associate Engineer at rlambert@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or the Public Works Department at (510)
215-4382.
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San Pablo Avenue Green Stormwater Spine Project – Construction Update
The San Pablo Avenue Green Stormwater Spine
Project began construction in 2020 and is anticipated
to be completed this spring. The project has been led
by San Francisco Estuary Partnership (SFEP), a
program of the Association of Bay Area
Governments (ABAG), in collaboration with several
cities along San Pablo Avenue including El Cerrito,
Oakland, Emeryville, and Berkeley, and has been
several years in the making. SFEP applied for several
state funding sources to make the project happen.
The project portion in El Cerrito is located along the
east side of the 10500 block of San Pablo Avenue,
fronting the Moeser Square Shopping Center. The
improvements include relocation of existing water
main and hydrant (by EBMUD), installation of a
protected bicycle lane against the existing curb
consisting of concrete paving and green pavement
markings, installation of stormwater capture cells
outside of the bicycle lane (also known as “rain
gardens”), installation of bay-friendly landscaping,
and signage.
The construction of these improvements meets the City’s multi-modal mobility, economic
development and urban greening goals and implements pilot section of the adopted San Pablo
Avenue Complete Streets Plan. For an informative news video, regarding the project and
benefits of the rain gardens along San Pablo Avenue, please see
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/stories-by-joe-rosato-jr/east-bays-new-rain-gardensan-old-school-pollution-control/2277753/.
The project is mostly complete except for the planting of Bay-Friendly shrubs and grasses, and
Persian Ironwood trees. SFEP updated City staff regarding the project schedule and indicated
that planting will began by late March. For additional information about the project, please
contact the City’s Engineering Manager/Senior Engineer, Ana Bernardes, at abernardes@ci.elcerrito.ca.us
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Disposing of Treated Wood Waste – New
Regulations in 2021
As of January 1, 2021, Treated Wood Waste (TWW) in
California may no longer be disposed of in most
landfills. Instead, TWW must be stored, transported,
and discarded as hazardous waste. These changes
affect everyone involved with the disposal of Treated
Wood Waste, including contractors, homeowners,
City staff, Waste Haulers, etc. As of now, the new
laws make TWW difficult to properly store and
dispose of. As of January 27, 2021, there is a new
assembly bill (AB 332) seeking to reverse this change.
It is considered an urgency statute, as the new regulation could result in increased illegal
dumping and strain state and local governments. AB 332 is in the midst of the legislative
process and will take effect if and when signed by the governor.
Treated wood is wood that has been chemically treated to prevent deterioration due to insects,
fungi, and other environmental factors. Various chemical preservatives are used to treat wood,
including water-based and oil-based treatments. Treated wood is often used where the wood is
likely to come into direct contact with soil or water. Signs that wood has been treated may
include indentations on the wood surface (see photo above), a treated wood end tag (attached
to the end of treated lumber), stamp codes from the wood manufacturer, visible staining
around perimeter when cut, or a chemical odor. Treated wood is commonly used for fence
posts, decking, patio wood/posts, landscape timbers, pilings, railroad ties, and more.
When treated wood is no longer useful and is to be disposed, or stored with the intention of
being disposed, it is then considered Treated Wood Waste. If treated wood is being reused, it is
not considered waste, and does not require management as hazardous waste. Find more
information on the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) – Treated Wood Waste
website, including a “Management of Treated Wood Waste in California” fact sheet at
https://dtsc.ca.gov/toxics-in-products/treated-wood-waste/.

RECREATION
Swim Center Enroll-By-Day
Swimmers can now reserve lanes in an online calendar, making it easier to see what lanes are
available. Future registration dates will be posted on the Swim Center website at www.elcerrito.org/swimcenter. Residents can also sign up for calendar notifications by going to the
online notification page, signing in using your email address, then scrolling down to the
Calendar and finding El Cerrito Swim Center. Clicking on the email or text icon will send
notifications to you two days before the registration date.
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Fall 2021 Childcare Interest Form
Families interested in Before and After School Childcare for the 2021-2022 school year can
submit an Interest Form to receive future communications when registration is confirmed. Care
is typically available at Fairmont, Harding, and Madera Elementary Schools for children enrolled
at the same school where care is provided. The Interest Form is available at http://elcerrito.org/435/School-Year-Youth-Programs.
Summer Camp 2021 Information
Summer Camp planning is underway! Summer 2021 will continue to allow for social distancing
and smaller pods that run for multiple weeks to help contain viral spread. Registration for
summer camps usually occurs in early February, so the Recreation Department is fielding
questions from parents who would like to plan their summer. Summer camp registration is
targeted for the end of March, with camps running from June 14 through August 12. Families
can stay up to date with planning processes by visiting the camp web page at http://elcerrito.org/838/Summer-Camps.
President’s Week Camp
To assist families during the various weeks throughout the schoolyear where their children do
not have school, the Recreation Department has been offering camps within existing childcare
pods. These camps offer all day care where children can enjoy safe interactions with their
peers, arts & crafts, STEM activities, outdoor play and more. Three (3) of the seven (7) schoolaged childcare pods will run special programming over the Presidents’ Week school break at
the Harding and Fairmont clubhouses.
Virtual Adult Programs
The El Cerrito Recreation Department is partnered with Ed2go, an online learning platform
offering a wide range self-paced courses that are both affordable and convenient. All classes
are curated by expert instructors, many of whom are nationally known authors, and include 24
hours of learning materials that can be accessed over the course of three months. This spring,
the spotlight is on these popular programs:
•
•
•
•
•

Virtual Computer Skills for the Workplace
Creating WordPress Websites
Discovering Sign Language
Intro to Excel 2019/Office 365
Speed Spanish

Looking for something else? The online catalog has over 300 additional courses to choose from!
For more information, visit http://el-cerrito.org/1324/Adult-Programs-Age-18.
Senior Tech Programs Continue
The Recreation Department, Midtown Activity Center staff offers monthly opportunities to
learn about and practice using Zoom. Workshops are 45 minutes long and provide an overview
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of how to use the Zoom platform as well as hands on practice. The next Zoom practice session
will be held on Monday, February 8:00am at 10:00am and the next How to Host a Zoom
workshop will be held on Monday, February 22 at 10:00am. To sign up or get more information
on Senior Tech Workshops, call (510) 559-7677 or email midtown@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

ATTACHMENTS/FLYERS
•
•

COVID-19 Temporary Outdoor Dining & Retail Program
Green Teams Event Flyer – February 20, 2021
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COVID-19 TEMPORARY OUTDOOR DINING & RETAIL PROGRAM
ABOUT THE PROGRAM
As many local restaurants and retailers continue to adapt during these times, the City Council adopted a
new program to boost El Cerrito businesses. If you are a business owner and want to use the outdoor
private and/or public space in proximity to your business, the City has created a streamlined no-fee
Temporary Outdoor Dining & Retail Permit Application.

ELIGIBLE BUSINESSES
We are here to support all businesses, so whether you operate a restaurant or retail sales, please review
the Application Process, and let us know if you have specific questions or needs.

TYPES OF SPACES
There are three categories of outdoor dining and business activities that are generally eligible:
1. Use of Outdoor Private Property
2. Use of Public Sidewalks
3. Use of Public Parking Spaces

APPLICATION PROCESS
1. Review the Temporary Outdoor Seating Permit Application Guidelines by visiting: www.elcerrito.org/outdoorseating.
2. Complete the no-costs Temporary Outdoor Seating Permit Application on-line by visiting:
www.el-cerrito.org/outdoorseating.
Note: All restaurants and businesses must adhere to all applicable orders, guidance and guidelines
issued by the Contra Costa County Health Officer and the State of California.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?
For additional information, visit our website www.el-cerrito.org/OutdoorSeating or contact the
Community Development Department by email community@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

City of El Cerrito - Community Development Department
10890 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, CA 94530
Phone: 510-215-4361|Web: www.el-cerrito.org/outdoorseating | Email: community@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

The City of El Cerrito
Environmental Quality Committee Presents:

Saturday, February 20
10:00am to 1:00pm
Meet at Creekside Park, 3499 Santa Clara Ave., El Cerrito
Attendance limited. Wear a mask. Keep your distance. All ages welcome (under 18 with
guardian). Wear a hat and bring water, and hip waders or boots if you have them.
The Green Teams supply tools, gloves, and bags. During the pandemic, RSVP is required to
(510) 215-4350 or green@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

