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TO:
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Mayor and City Council
Karen Pinkos, City Manager
June 4, 2021
City Manager’s Update

The City’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2021-22 Budget has been published and information is online at
this link. The City Council, at its last two meetings, began to review the budget as presented by
staff. The budget document shows another lean budget year, though it is projected that there
will be a small surplus in the City’s General Fund that will contribute to a positive fund balance
in the City’s General Fund Reserve, which serves generally as the City’s savings account.
Because of the actions the City Council has taken over the past fiscal year, the General Fund
Reserve is expected to be in the black for the first time in three years, a notable achievement
considering the impacts of the pandemic that remain. Yet the City Council has indicated their
intention to remain vigilant even as the City is making progress. As a result, the Council has
discussed increasing the fund balance and directed staff to prioritize increasing the surplus each
year to go directly to the General Fund Reserve, which will restore the City to a financially
healthy position. The budget does not yet contemplate the expected federal funding from the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), which is projected to be $4.8 million over two years. We
have received word that we should learn more next week about exactly when we will receive
the ARPA funding and what the final allocation will be. Staff will provide this information to the
City Council for their review and discussion for programming the funding, which may happen
after the new fiscal year begins depending upon the timing of receiving the funding. At the June
15 City Council meeting, the Council will continue their review and discussion of the Proposed
Budget. The City Council must adopt the Budget by June 30, 2021. Should the City Council
schedule special meetings to discuss the Budget and/or the ARPA funding, City staff will be sure
to post information on the City’s website and on social media. The public is invited to attend
these virtual budget meetings and provide comments and feedback to the Council. Please see
the City Clerk section in this Update for more information on how to attend these meetings.
On a positive note, the City learned that on June 3, 2021, S&P Global Ratings assigned the City
of El Cerrito 2021-22 Tax and Revenue Anticipation Notes (TRAN) a short-term rating of “SP-1,”
representing an improvement from last year’s “SP-2” rating. S&P noted the improved rating
was due to a very strong economy based on income levels, stable property values, and
historically lower unemployment than state and national averages; better-than-budgeted
results for fiscal year 2019-20; and strong projected cash flows for FY 2021-22. S&P also noted
the City’s aggressive action during the past year to set in motion plans to achieve structural
balance and restore reserves, and agrees that the City must continue to adjust its budget to
close budget gaps and build reserves over the next fiscal year and beyond. While this rating is
specifically for the TRAN and does not include the City’s other bond ratings (which will be
reviewed in the fall), it is a validation that the City is, indeed, making progress in improving our
financial condition. I’d like to thank our Finance Director Mark Rasiah for all of his hard work
not just on the TRAN but on the City’s finances as we work to improve, to our entire staff team
for their dedication and commitment, and I am especially grateful to the City Council for their
leadership. We will keep staying the course, as we continue to make progress and work to
achieve long-term financial sustainability.

It's almost officially summer (time flies!) and I’m looking forward to the latter half of the year
that promises to be much different than the first. As we move forward toward putting the dark
days of the pandemic behind us, our compassion and resilience can continue into a new normal
where we begin to truly recover and heal. We also look forward to welcoming the public back
to City Hall this summer, including events and public meetings. Please stay tuned as we turn to
the future of what our public engagement will look like. I’m excited to see what is to come. In
the meantime, please continue to be careful and safe, as that light at the end of the tunnel is
the brightest it’s been in over a year.
Please continue to stay safe, and take care of yourselves and each other.
Karen Pinkos
City Manager

COVID-19 UPDATES
COVID-19 Information & Vaccine Availability
Contra Costa County remains in the Orange Tier.
Everyone 12 or older (regardless living or working within
Contra Costa County) can sign up to receive a vaccine.
To sign up for a vaccination through the County, visit
https://covidvaccine.cchealth.org/COVIDVaccine/.
For more information about how to get vaccinated,
please visit: https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/getvaccinated or call 833-829-2626 between 8:00am to
8:00pm seven days a week.
Resources
• Bay Area Health Officers Support Full In-Person School this Fall (6/1/21):
https://cchealth.org/press-releases/2021/0601-ABAHO-Joint-StatementSchoolReopenings.pdf
• COVID 19 & TDAP Vaccines Available at School Clinics (6/1/21):
https://cchealth.org/press-releases/2021/0601-Required-School-Immunization.php
• COVID-19 Vaccine Safety Facts: https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/vaccine-facts
• COVID-19 Vaccine Dashboard: https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/vaccinedashboard
For up-to-date information from Contra Costa Health Services, please visit:
https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org

CITY CLERK
Upcoming Regular City Council Meeting(s)
Tuesday, June 15, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
• Consider Adoption of the FY2021-22 Budget
• Consider updates to Management/Confidential Resolution regarding salaries, benefits,
and conditions of employment
Tuesday, July 6 Regular meeting is CANCELLED.

The City Council adopted a regular meeting schedule reducing meetings to the 3rd Tuesday of
the month during the summer months of July – September.
Tuesday, July 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
• Public Hearing on Fire Hazard Abatement Declarations
• Monthly General Fund Budget Update (through May 2021)
• Discussion regarding Campaign Contribution Limits for El Cerrito (in connection with
AB571)
Recent City Council Meeting Highlights
May 4, 2021 (Regular Meeting)
• Appointed Jennifer Kaczor (Urban Forest Committee)
• Recognized National Public Works Week, Affordable Housing Week, Jewish American
Heritage Month, and Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
• Received a presentation from BART and developer on proposed transit-oriented
development at the El Cerrito Plaza Bart Station
• Adopted assessments for Landscape and Lighting Assessment District, Storm Drain
Collection fees, and revisions to the Master Fee Schedule.
• Received FY20-21 General Fund Budget Update through March 2021
May 18, 2021 (Regular Meeting)
• Adopted support of AB988 (Mental Health Mobile Hotline Crisis Support Teams), and
S127/HR1581 (Build America’s Libraries Act)
• Adopted an Ordinance to amend regulations for Inclusionary Zoning
• Received a preview of preliminary proposed department budgets for FY2021-22
June 1, 2021 (Special/Regular Meeting)
• Recognized Loving Day and LGBTQIA Pride Month
• Adopted revisions to the Master Fee Schedule
• Approved the borrowing of funds for fiscal year 2021-22 and the issuance and sale of
2021-22 Tax and Revenue Anticipation Notes (TRAN)
• Conducted a study session on the draft FY2021-22 budget, directing staff to remove
funding for additional library hours, and at the recommendation of the Financial
Advisory Board, set a goal of a minimum of $1 million dollars in surplus annually moving
forward.
City Council meetings are held virtually using Zoom Webinar. Agenda materials and public
comment instructions are available online at www.el-cerrito.org/CouncilMeetingMaterials as
well as video archives. For more information, please contact the City Clerk at cityclerk@ci.elcerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4305.
Seeking Residents to Serve on City Committees
The City Clerk’s office is currently seeking interested applicants for several vacancies on city
committees including the Committee on Aging, Crime Prevention Committee, Economic
Development Committee, and Urban Forest Committee. Applicants for Committees will be
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directed to the staff liaison to begin attending meetings of the committee. After attending at
least three meetings, the committee may take action to recommend that City Council appoint
the individual. After the committee has made its recommendation, the City Council will
consider appointment of the individual.
A full list of vacancies for city advisory bodies is available online.
Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis and will be held for
future vacancies if none exist at the time the application is received. For more information
about City Advisory Bodies, please visit www.el-cerrito.org/Commissions or contact the City
Clerk at cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4305.

CITY MANAGEMENT
El Cerrito Short-Term Rating Improved for 2021-22 TRAN
On Thursday, June 3, 2021, S&P Global Ratings assigned the City of El Cerrito 2021-22 Tax and
Revenue Anticipation Notes (TRAN) a short-term rating of “SP-1,” representing an improvement
from last year’s “SP-2” rating.
S&P noted the following reasons for the improved rating:
• Very strong economy based on income levels, stable property values, and historically
lower unemployment than state and national averages.
• Better-than-budgeted results for fiscal year (FY) 2019-20.
• Strong projected cash flows for FY 2021-22, despite replenishment of prior pandemicrelated reductions and the exclusion of $4.8 million of expected federal stimulus
moneys during FYs 2020-21 and 2021-22.
• Strong cash flow coverage based on historical and projected financial liquidity, including
the City’s unrestricted General Fund cash, internally restricted General Fund cash, and
significant alternate liquidity that could be temporarily borrowed to pay debt service.
S&P also noted the City’s aggressive action during the past year to set in motion plans to
achieve structural balance and restore reserves, and believes that the City will have to continue
to adjust its budget moving forward to close the lingering budget gap while navigating potential
future unexpected revenue losses.
Release of FY 2021-22 Proposed Budget
On Thursday, May 27, the City released the FY 2021-22 Proposed Budget. The City Council
discussed the Proposed Budget at the June 1 City Councilmeeting and will be further discussing
the Proposed Budget at the Tuesday, June 15 City Councilmeeting at 7:00pm. To review the
Proposed Budget, visit: http://www.el-cerrito.org/DocumentCenter/View/15682/FY21-22Draft-Budget-Book. For more information about the City’s Annual Budget Process, visit:
http://www.el-cerrito.org/492/Annual-Budget-Process.
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LGBTQIA and Loving Day City Council Proclamations
At the June 1 City Councilmeeting, the City Council recognized June as LGBTQIA (Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender/Transsexual, Queer/Questioning, Intersex and Agender/Aesexual) Pride
Month in El Cerrito. The City of El Cerrito further recognizes Pride Month by flying the rainbow
flag at City Hall throughout June. At the same City Councimeeting, the City Council recognized
June 12, 2021 as Loving Day in El Cerrito. Loving Day celebrates the 1967 Supreme Court
decision Loving v Virginia that ended all laws prohibiting interracial marriage nationwide.
Truth & Reconciliation Listening Sessions – Anti-Asian American Racism
On June 9 and 23 from 6:30-8:00pm, the El Cerrito Human Relations Commission is continuing
to host a series of listening sessions focused on the Asian American experience during COVID-19
to open space to witness, celebrate and better understand the strengths and struggles of El
Cerrito’s Asian American Community. As the COVID-19 global pandemic has, through false
political narrative, directed causative responsibility toward the Asian American Community,
hate crimes against individuals of Asian decent has drastically increased. The City of El Cerrito
and the Human Relations Commission stand united against hate and holds the rising violence
against Asian Americans as intolerable acts against humanity. Join our community as we stand
united against the rise of Anti-Asian violence and hate. To attend the listening sessions, please
visit: https://tinyurl.com/5y5jjx52.
Annual Tobacco Retailer License Renewals
Renewals for 2021 Tobacco Retailer Licenses are now being accepted through July 31, penalties
will begin to accrue August 1. In 2015, the City Council established a series of regulations for
tobacco retailers known as the “Tobacco Retailer License Program” that went into effect on
January 1, 2016. The Tobacco Retailer License Program requires that all tobacco retailers
operating in the City of El Cerrito have a tobacco retailer license and comply with these
regulations. For more information, please visit: www.el-cerrito.org/tobacco-sales.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Building Permits
In the month of May, one-hundred Building Permits were issued for projects valuing
approximately $2.3M, bringing the annual total-to-date to 958 building permits for projects
valuing approximately $24M. The amount of permits issued in May were slightly above
previous years’ averages. While this year did not see any applications for new large multifamily
projects, projects which had been applied for in previous years continued with inspections. By
the end of summer, 272 new residences will have received Certificates of Occupancy. While
the Division continues to strive to address a backlog, some permits are taking longer than
normal. If residents or businesses experience unusual delays in obtaining permits, please
contact Melanie Mintz, the Community Development Director at mmintz@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or
Keith Marks, the Building Official, at kmarks@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
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Annual Business License Renewals
All businesses operating in El Cerrito are required to apply for
and obtain a Business License. Due to the impacts of COVID-19,
businesses are encouraged to renew online or by mail. All
business license fees are due on July 1. Payments received after
July 31 will be subject to penalties. The City will mail out detailed
information about the annual business license renewal in midJune. Please check the City’s website after June 15, 2021 at www.elcerrito.org/businesslicenses for more information or email BusinessLicense@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Annual Rent Registry
Starting July 1, 2021, all owners of rental properties will be required to register or renew their
registration through the City’s online portal by July 31, 2021. Paper forms will not be accepted.
The annual fee is $40.00 per unit for the reporting period of July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021. Staff
has developed step-by-step instructions available at www.el-cerrito.org/rentregistryguide to
guide property owners/managers through the registration process. Detailed information,
including online account access, will be mailed with Business License Renewal Notices in midJune.
Affordable Housing
June 2021 Affordable Housing Opportunities – All Bay Area Counties
(Courtesy of Openhouse)
Homeless Services
On June 3, City staff met with Contra Costa County’s Health, Housing,
and Homeless (H3) Services. The County’s Coordinated Outreach
Referral, Engagement (C.O.R.E.) team serves as an entry point into
Contra Costa’s coordinated entry system for unsheltered persons and
work to locate, engage, stabilize and house chronically homeless individuals and families. The
City and C.O.R.E. continue to work together to link unsheltered residents to the most current
and available supportive services. Please call 211 or visit https://cchealth.org/h3/coc/help.php
for a list of available resources.
Solar Permits
Solar permits are up this year from 130 total permits last year to 150 permits to-date this year.
Staff expects about 180 permits to have been issued by the end of the fiscal year (FY). Solar
permits have been on the rise for the last several years from 79 in FY 2016-17, to 94 in FY 201819 and likely double that number this year. Staff is exploring more streamlined ways of handling
this increased need for Solar Permit Plan Review, which is expected to continue next year.
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Demolition at 10919 San Pablo Avenue
The project located at 10919 San Pablo Avenue (between
Alameda and Bayview Avenues) has broken ground. The
demolition process started in June. The project will include 90
new housing units along with 3,000 square feet of commercial
space. The site was previously utilized as commercial space and
was the last of the City’s unreinforced masonry buildings. For
more information on this and other approved San Pablo
Avenue projects, please visit www.el-cerrito.org/majorprojects.
Neighborhood Preservation/Code Enforcement
The Neighborhood Preservation (Code Enforcement) Division continues to work and coordinate
with multiple City departments to address the recent rise of issues related to access and
vandalism of vacant private properties along San Pablo Avenue and Kearney Street.
Neighborhood Preservation promotes voluntary compliance through outreach and education
and works closely with property owners to address these complaints and has also issued
Compliance Orders and Administrative Citations to require the property owners to take a
proactive action. In order to address site security issues, the Planning Division will be working
with property owners to process Temporary Use Permits to allow temporary security fencing.
Planning Division Activity
In addition to the regular activity in the City’s residential neighborhoods, the Planning Division
is reviewing applications for development at 2507 Harris Ave, 1564 Madera Circle, 409 Norvell
Street, 729 Kearney Street, 6115 Potrero Avenue, 6501 Fairmount Avenue, and a Tentative Map
for condominiums at 1715 Elm Street. Public Hearings for these projects are expected to be
scheduled over the summer and fall. To stay informed about Planning Commission and Design
Review Board hearings, please subscribe for updates at http://www.elcerrito.org/list.aspx?Mode=Subscribe#calendar.
Residential Parking Permits
Residents in the City’s Residential Parking Permit (RPP) areas will receive
notification in the coming weeks regarding the fee increase for parking
permits. A new application will be available online starting July 1. For more
information or to renew online, please visit www.elcerrito.org/parkingpermits.
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FIRE
Calls for Service
The Fire Department responded to a total of 319 calls for service in May. Total recap of all the
calls are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Fires
28
Explosions/Ruptures 0
Medicals
96
Hazardous Conditions 6
Service Calls
76
Good Intent
99
False Alarms
14

There were numerous significant incidents this past month including two structure fires. One
was in the 800 block of Lexington Avenue where an elderly person confined to a wheelchair has
an infrared heater sitting on his bed. During the night, the heater tipped over and ignited the
blankets and mattress on fire. The fire was contained in the bedroom with smoke moderate
smoke damage throughout the house. Fortunately, the resident was not injured and was
removed from the house without incident. The second fire was in the 1800 block of Key
Boulevard where a resident had emptied their ashes from a barbeque into their curbside plastic
garbage can. The can was pushed up next to the house and ignited the contents and the
container itself. The fire scorched the side of the apartment but did not extend into the house.
Public Protection Classification (ISO)
Representatives from Verisk Insurance Solutions, the corporate company that performs the
analysis and evaluation for the Insurance Service Office (ISO) classification have preliminarily
rated the Fire Department at 87.18, a solid ISO classification of 2. These representatives visited
on-site and gathered performance data, which had not been done since 2014. At that time, the
Fire Department was rated at 85 with a ISO classification of 2. ISO’s Public Protection
Classification Program (PPC) plays a key role in the underwriting process at insurance
companies. It is reported that most U.S. insurers, including the largest, use the PPC information
as part of their decisions making when deciding what businesses to write, coverages to offer or
prices to charge for personal or commercial property insurance. The PPC process and final
classification is based on the Fire Department’s personnel staffing and response times, fire
apparatus and equipment, water supply, community risk reduction programs and our dispatch
center. Maintaining a high rating is even more important considering the recent history of
residents’ insurance rates increasing or even being cancelled.
Vegetation Management
The Fire Department is continuing with the annual residential vegetation inspections of
properties in the City, attempting to get 100% compliance before the super critical late
summer/fall heat and Diablo winds. Early cleanup of residents’ property will make the Fire
Department’s job easier and help everyone avoid inspection fees and abatement costs. We will
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be coming to the City Council on July 20 with a resolution for the Declaration of Nuisance for
those properties that have not been cleaned up. Vegetation Management Information is
available at the Department’s website: http://ca-elcerrito2.civicplus.com/133/Fire-Department.

POLICE
Fireworks
It’s that time of year again! It seems that each year fireworks season starts earlier and earlier.
This year, the Police Department is partnering with the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s
Department and the Richmond, San Pablo, Pinole and Hercules Police Departments to make an
impact on illegal fireworks. Officers from these agencies will be out doing directed patrols to
identify the individuals and locations responsible for setting off these hazardous fireworks. You
can do your part, too! If you know who or where fireworks are coming from, call the nonemergency police line at (510) 215-4400 to report it.
National Night Out
National Night Out (NNO) is taking place on Tuesday, August 3. NNO is our chance to celebrate
community by welcoming new neighbors, reconnecting with friends and fostering better
relationships with local police and first responders. Celebrate community by hosting a block
party for your neighbors. If you would like to host an event, please complete and submit a
National Night Out Block Party Host Sign Up Form by July 18.
Annual Report
The Police Department will be publishing the 2020 Annual Report this month. Please keep an
eye out for the report, if you are interested in learning about what your police have been up to!
Crime Blotter
The El Cerrito Police Department releases a weekly summary of criminal activity that occurs in
El Cerrito. Please visit https://local.nixle.com/el-cerrito-police-department to view the blotter
and other PD updates and messages.

PUBLIC WORKS
Sidewalk Trip Hazard Removal Program
In April, the City’s contractor, Precision Concrete Cutting (PCC),
completed work as part of the fiscal year (FY) 2020-21 Trip Hazard
Removal Program. PCC utilizes a sidewalk cutting method to
remove trip hazards at a fraction of the cost of a full repair and
replacement. The cutting technology, where feasible, also serves to
reduce concrete waste, reduce water use, and protect tree roots,
as compared to traditional sidewalk repair and replacement
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projects. As part of the FY 2020-21 program, the City’s
contractor was able to remove approximately 480
sidewalk trip hazards in high priority areas throughout
the City. The map at right displays all the locations that
PCC was able to remove a trip hazard. Completing this
work improves safety and accessibility for all El Cerrito
Residents. Moreover, the responsive and proactive
approach helps to reduce the potential for City liability
stemming from uplifted sidewalks. For more
information about the trip hazard removal program, contact Will Provost, Operations +
Environmental Services Division Manager, at (510) 559-7684 or wprovost@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
During a Drought – Conserving Water, Caring for Trees
Governor Newsom has announced a state of emergency drought proclamation for 41 counties
in California, including Contra Costa County. These drought conditions will likely continue and
worsen during the warm dry summer months. EBMUD has also declared a Stage 1 drought
shortage and has asked customers to voluntarily begin reducing water use. To reduce water use
and minimize waste, residents and businesses are encouraged to:
• Adjust outdoor irrigation timers or manually water landscapes three times a week or
less, at dawn and dusk to avoid evaporation.
• Check and repair leaks in toilets and irrigation systems.
• Sign on to EBMUD’s web portal to set up leak alerts
and monitor water use.
• Install a sustainable landscape. EBMUD offers rebates
for landscape redesigns and irrigation upgrades.
• Consider skipping watering lawns during times of
drought.
• Use a hose with a shut-off nozzle.
• Use only recirculated water in decorative fountains.
• Sweep sidewalks and driveways. If you must wash hard surfaces for sanitary reasons,
use a hose with a shut-off nozzle.
• Prevent runoff into gutters, patios, walkways, driveways or streets while watering.
• Continue to water trees as needed to protect the urban tree canopy, which helps
protect against other drought impacts.
The City is also doing its part to reduce water use and has begun adjusting irrigation timers, and
is planning on mulching around stressed trees at City parks to retain moisture and reducing
watering schedules at public facilities. The City also works proactively to eliminate leaks. If you
see an irrigation or other water leak in El Cerrito parks, fields, and property, please report it to
the City's Public Works Department by calling (510) 215-4369 or by sending an email
to maintenance@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Sign up for “Deep Green” 100% Renewable Energy with MCE Clean Energy
The City of El Cerrito encourages all community members to opt-up to “Deep Green” 100%
renewable energy through our local electricity provider, MCE. Deep Green costs about $5 more
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per month for the average household, as compared to MCE’s Standard “Light Green” option.
And, it's easy to sign up using this online form.
In 2014, the City joined MCE Clean Energy, a local government Joint
Powers Authority (JPA) that provides low-carbon electricity at
competitive rates for residents and businesses in member cities. This
arrangement is known as Community Choice Aggregation (CCA).
Currently, MCE provides electricity and related solar and efficiency
programs to communities in Marin County, Napa County, Contra Costa
County, and Solano County. In 2017, the City opted up all of its
municipal accounts to Deep Green. And, as of April 1, El Cerrito had the
highest share of Deep Green participation in Contra Costa County and the 2nd highest share in
MCE’s entire service area. As a whole, these decisions have made a real impact in lowering the
community’s climate impact. Join the City and your El Cerrito neighbors in opting up to use
100% renewable energy! For more information, visit MCE's Opt-up page, or contact City staff at
(510) 559-7684.
El Cerrito 2021 Summer Bike Challenge
511 Contra Costa is coordinating a Summer Bike Challenge in El Cerrito and other cities in
Contra Costa County, encouraging community members to explore their cities by bike,
participate in weekly challenges, and win prizes. Download the game board for El Cerrito at
https://511contracosta.org/sbc/ and bike to locations through August 31 to collect prizes. El
Cerrito locations include Centennial Park, the Recycling Center, the Farmers' Market, and more.
The Summer Bike Challenge is made available with funding from Contra Costa Transportation
Authority and the Bay Area Air Quality Management District.
Cleanup and Work Party at Baxter Creek
On Sunday, June 6, The El Cerrito Green Teams, City staff, and other volunteers invite
community members to join in cleaning up and providing care for Baxter Creek Gateway Park
on the Ohlone Greenway from 10am to 1pm. This cleanup coincides with the monthly Baxter
Creek restoration. The work will include litter removal, invasive plant removal, and native plant
care. All ages are welcome (under 18 with guardian). Wear a mask and maintain social
distancing. Please wear long sleeves, long pants, and closed-toe shoes. The City will provide
tools and sanitizer. Meet at 10am at Conlon Ave. and Key Blvd. During the pandemic a RSVP is
required to (510) 215-4350 or green@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Mulching for Stressed Trees in Memorial Grove
On Sunday, June 27, at 10am to noon, join
volunteers to mulch some of the trees at Cerrito
Vista Park and the Memorial Grove in the El Cerrito
Hillside Natural Area. Mulching will help insulate
the feeder roots of the trees and add beneficial
microorganisms to the soil. The COVID protocols in
effect at the time of the work party will be
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observed, including potentially limiting the number of people participating. If you are interested
in helping to mulch, contact Robin Mitchell by email at ECCommunityGarden@gmail.com to
sign up and to be updated with the final details.

RECREATION
Summer Swim Lesson Registration
Swim Lessons for the Summer begin on Saturday, June 12. Lessons will run Saturdays June 12 –
24, Mondays and Wednesday, June 14 – 30, and Tuesdays and Thursdays, June 15 – July 1. For
youth lessons, registration will be via online lottery. Enrollment into the lottery is for Residents
only and begins Thursday, June 3 at 9am and closes Sunday, June 6 at 12pm. Selected
swimmers will be chosen and notified on Monday, June 7. Teen/Adult lessons are Saturdays
and Tuesday/Thursday evenings. Registration for Teen/Adult lessons opens for Residents on
Thursday, June 3 at 9am and Non-Residents on Friday, June 4 at 9am.
Summer Camp Begins June 14th
It is finally here – summer day camp will start on Monday, June 14! The first camp session will
serve just under 300 campers across the city at locations including Harding, Fairmont, Castro,
Cerrito and Portola Clubhouses/Parks as well as at the Community Center. In response to
growing waitlists, new pods have been added to the schedule, and pod size was increased from
14 to 16 campers. Spaces are still available in some camps, and those interested in joining us
are encouraged to register soon at www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg. All enrolled families will
receive camp newsletters or welcome emails with details about their camp the Thursday before
their session begins, and more information is available www.el-cerrito.org/summercamp.
Fall Childcare Registration is OPEN
WCCUSD principals at Fairmont, Harding and Madera Elementary Schools have confirmed that
school will resume “normal operations” this fall, and that childcare programs will be able to
utilize school spaces to operate. The Recreation Department is currently taking registrations for
both morning and afternoon care at all three schools for all grades. Registration information is
available at https://www.el-cerrito.org/childcare. The fall childcare program is set to begin
Monday, August 23 (one week after school begins).
Teeter Tots program set to expand!
Teeter Tots moved across the street to the Portola Clubhouse in April. Teeter
Tots serves children ages 2 to 5 and operates Monday through Thursday from
9am-12pm. Teeter Tots is able to accommodate children who are not yet
toilet trained. The current Teeter Tots program has one or two spaces
available, and we expect to be able to expand to a larger group August 30. To
register now or to be added to an interest list to join this fall, families can
contact Susan Ortega at sortega@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
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Stay Up to Date on Recreation Programs
As pandemic-related guidelines and restrictions loosen, the Recreation Department is
continuing to add programs to our activity calendar. This past spring, we rolled out our Summer
Camp program and brought back Water Aerobics, Swim Lessons, Youth Soccer, Picnic Rentals
and more. With the production of our seasonal rECguide on pause, the best way to stay up to
date on new programs and activities is to subscribe to our e-newletter "rECnews" and follow us
on social media.
Subscribe to rECnews: http://el-cerrito.org/143/Get-Informed
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ecrecreation
Instagram: www.instagram.com/ecrecreation
Twitter: www.twitter.com/ElCerritoREC
Community Center Customer Support
The El Cerrito Community Center Office remains closed to the public. There is administrative
support available Monday/Wednesday 8am-4pm and Tuesday/Thursday 8am-6pm and can be
reached by emailing recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or calling (510) 559-7000. Recreation staff
are working hard to meet the needs of our community, but please consider that staffing is
limited, and response times may be delayed. Recreation Department staff are aware of the
updated guidelines, our current programming and guidelines remain the same. The Department
is taking a phased approach to bring back programs and services in accordance with guidelines.
There are multiple ways that the Department plans to communicate with the community of any
changes/updates. Please see the section above for ways to stay in contact with us. In addition,
the updates will also be included on our website: www.el-cerrito.org/recreation.

ATTACHMENTS/FLYERS
•

511 Contra Costa – Summer Bike Challenge
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El Cerrito 2021

SUMMER BIKE CHALLENGE
Explore your town from the seat of a bike!

How to play:

START!
iPad

Farmers Market

Enter the
Grand Prize
Drawing at
511cc.org/go

Centennial

Baxter
Creek
Gateway

PARK

BIKE! to as many squares as you
can June 1 - Aug 31. Collect
prizes along the way!

Cerrito
Vista

neighbor

CITY

Sport
Court
Have a

Bring
a

ball

City
Hall

Your

El Cerrito

Recycling
Center

iPad Grand Prize
F R E E Fun All Summer

Brought to you by

with funding from

Fun for all ages
It’s free! Sign up online and be automatically

entered in the Grand Prize drawing for an iPad:

511cc.org/go
Enter by Aug. 31,
Bike to as many Challenge Squares as you can. Can you clear the board?
Can’t bike to certain
Squares? That’s ☺K!
Substitute any square with
a bike-able destination of
your choice.

Time

Bike to this location

(drop-in)

(look for the 511CC table)

June 8

10am-12pm

Centennial Park: Win a free Jamba Juice gift card

June 15

9-11am

Baxter Creek Gateway Park: Win a free Safeway gift card

July 6

1-3pm

Cerrito Vista Park: Win a free Starbucks gift card

Date

🚲 Free Stuff available for each pedaling cyclist, while supplies last.

BONUS! Weekly Prize Drawings
We’ll email one Bonus Bike Challenge each week. You can reply to sbc@511cc.org
with a selfie of you + your bike to be entered in weekly drawings for $35 Amazon gift cards.

We

Biking + Clean

Air + Fun

#SBC

511CC follows county guidelines for COVID safety. Check 511cc.org/sbc for possible event changes due to COVID.
Be
PREDICTABLE

Obey
SIGNALS

Protect your brain!
WEAR a HELMET
Ride on the
RIGHT SIDE

@511cc

@511contracosta

Brought to you by
With funding from

El Cerrito 2021

SUMMER BIKE CHALLENGE
¡Explora tu ciudad en bicicleta!

Como jugar:

¡PEDALEA! Maneja tu bicicleta a tantos

INICIO!

Farmers Market

Regístrate y
participa por el
iPad:
511cc.org/go

Centennial

Baxter
Creek
Gateway

PARK

cuadrados como puedas desde el 1 de
Junio al 31 de Agosto y reúne premios

Cerrito
Vista

neighbor

CITY

Sport
Court
Have a

Bring
a

ball

City
Hall

Your

El Cerrito

Recycling
Center

Un iPad de Gran Premio

D i v e r s i ó n G r a t i s Todo El Verano
Elaborado por

patrocinado por

Diversión para todas las edades
¡Es gratis! Regístrate en línea y automáticamente estarás
participando en la rifa del Gran Premio por un iPad:

511cc.org/go
Regístrate antes del 31 de
Agosto,
Maneja tu bicicleta a tantos cuadrados como puedas ¿ Podrás tachar todo el tablero ?

¿No puedes ir a cierta
ubicación? ¡N☺ importa!
Substituye ese cuadrado con
cualquier destino al que puedas
llegar en bicicleta.

Pedalea hasta este lugar

Fecha

Hora

Junio 8

10am-12pm

Centennial Park: gana una gift card para free Jamba Juice

Junio 15

9-11am

Baxter Creek Gateway Park: gana una gift card para Safeway

Julio 6

1-3pm

Cerrito Vista Park: gana una gift card para Starbucks

(Busca la mesa de 511CC)

🚲 Los artículos gratuitos estarán disponibles para los ciclistas hasta agotar su existencia

BONO! Rifas y premios semanales

Enviaremos un email con el Bonus Bike Challenge cada semana. Puedes responder a sbc@511cc.org con
una selfie + tu bicicleta, para participar en rifas semanales de gift cards de Amazon de $35.
511CC Sigue las guías y ordenanzas para la prevención del COVID. Explora 511cc.org/sbc para posibles cambios relacionados con el COVID.

SEGURIDAD
en

Sé
PREDECIBLE

Obedece las
SEÑALES

BICI

Protege tu cabeza!
USA CASCO
Maneja tu bici del lado
DERECHO

@511cc

@511contracosta

Elaborado por
Patrocinado por

