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Mayor and City Council
Karen Pinkos, City Manager
May 20, 2022
City Manager’s Update

On June 7, 2022, the City plans to hold its first in-person City Council meeting open to the public at
City Hall since February 18, 2020. The meeting will be a hybrid meeting that will be available to
attend on Zoom as well as in person. This is a huge milestone for the City in our collective pandemic
journey, and I am very excited about it! Not only will we be expanding the ability for people to
attend the meeting, it will be a step in the direction of our “new normal” for holding City Council
meetings, as we have learned how to incorporate technology into the City Council’s decision
making.
I have missed the ability to meet in person. I believe that virtual meetings were excellent and useful
during the times that we needed to physically distance and stay safe. But I also believe that one of
the reasons we have public meetings was lost: the ability to relate with people, to recognize our
humanity and presence. It just isn’t the same on a screen; indeed I have noticed an edge to the
comments and discussions over the past couple of years that doesn’t typically happen when people
talk to each other face to face and see the human being before them. In these times, being able to
see the humanity in the people we interact with is critical, which gives the City Council the ability to
truly see the people they represent and allows the public to understand that those of us who do the
work of the City are real people and neighbors who care deeply about our community, just like
them.
However, I also recognize that having a virtual option is also critical to ensuring as much
participation in our City meetings as possible—for City Councilmembers, staff, and the public—and
allows for those who may not be able to attend in person for a number of reasons. So I am also
excited that we will be offering a hybrid option for City Council meetings going forward even after
the pandemic ends. City staff has worked very hard to add technology and equipment to hold
meetings in a hybrid fashion, which has been challenging considering our stretched resources. We
will continue to test and improve, and will seek to update our equipment as time and resources
permit. The process will continue to evolve, and we do ask the public’s patience as we embark on
this “new normal” in order to achieve a system to produce the best hybrid meeting that we possibly
can.
Of course, holding the in-person City Council meeting does depend on the current status of the
pandemic. Reports show another surge in cases, so we ask for all to please continue to mask up and
distance when necessary, make sure you are vaccinated and boosted, and stay informed through
the County’s website at www.coronavirus.cchealth.org so that we can successfully make it through.
Hopefully, the status won’t change and our meeting will be held as planned.
I look forward to seeing you—in person!—very soon. In the meantime, as always, please stay safe
and take care of yourselves and each other.
Karen Pinkos
City Manager

CITY MANAGEMENT
City of El Cerrito/worldOne 4th of July Festival – Connecting Community
Through Celebration!
El Cerrito's largest annual event, the City of El Cerrito & worldOne 4th of
July Festival, will return this summer after a two-year hiatus! Thank you
to our sponsors and donors who have helped the City meet its minimum
fundraising goals! If you have not done so already, please consider
donating or sponsoring the event to ensure success this year and beyond.
The 4th of July Festival will return to Cerrito Vista Park and Pomona Avenue
on Monday, July 4, 2022 from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The annual event
provides the chance to celebrate amongst high-flying banners, world-class
music produced by worldOne, food, friends, rides, bounce houses,
community groups, vendors and more. New this year will be a Classic Car
Showcase on Moeser Lane. Community groups and businesses who wish
to have a booth at the event are encouraged to sign-up as soon as possible. Spaces are going
fast! Stay up to date on everything 4th of July by going to www.el-cerrito.org/july4. Questions?
Please contact staff at recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Event Honoring Japanese Flower Farmers of El Cerrito - Asian American & Pacific Islander
Heritage Month
On Tuesday, May 31, 2022 from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m., the YWCA of Berkeley/Oakland is hosting an
event in honoring Japanese Flower Farmers in El Cerrito in front of the historic Contra Costa
Florist retail building on 10848 San Pablo Avenue (between Manila Ave and Schmidt Lane).
Speakers include El Cerrito Mayor Pro Tem Lisa Motoyama. During World War II, Japanese
American Flower Farmers were tragically taken from their homes, and forced to stay in
internment camps for two years before being released. This event will honor affected Japanese
American families, providing further historical information and passing out flowers in
remembrance.
COVID-19 Information –Free COVID Home Tests, County Vaccination Information
Every home in the U.S. can order eight free COVID-19 home tests (click to order online or call 1800-232-0233). Households can place a total of two separate orders for free, at-home COVID-19
rapid tests (four tests per order). If an order was previously placed for your address, you can place
a second order now. Home tests can be bought at a pharmacy or online. There are several brands
currently approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for emergency use. You should
not use a home test that is not approved by the FDA.

Residents with private, employer-sponsored and student health commercial health
insurance can request reimbursement for over-the-counter COVID-19 diagnostic tests purchased
on or after January 15, 2022. The cost of home testing for COVID-19 is an eligible medical
expense that can be paid or reimbursed under health flexible spending arrangements (health
FSAs), health savings accounts (HSAs), health reimbursement arrangements (HRAs), or Archer
medical savings accounts (Archer MSAs).
Each Medi-Cal beneficiary can now go to a Medi-Cal RxPharmacy, show their Medi-Cal Benefits
ID Card and have up to 8 over-the-counter COVID-19 diagnostic tests covered each month. If you
have Medi-Cal and purchased over-the-counter COVID-19 diagnostic tests between March 11,
2021, and January 31, 2022, call the Department of Healthcare Services at (916) 403-2007 for
more information about getting reimbursed.
All people ages 5 and older can get vaccinated at a Contra Costa County Health Services (CCHS)
site even if they do not live or work in Contra Costa County. Appointments are recommended
and can be made online or by phone at 1-833-829-2626, Mondays through Fridays from 8 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. People without appointments are accepted as time and vaccine supply allows.
People ages 12-17 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian to their vaccination, have
written consent from a parent/guardian, or have a parent/guardian we can contact by phone
during the vaccination. Children ages 11 years old and younger must be accompanied by a parent
or adult. If the parent/legal guardian cannot come with their child, they can provide written
consent for the vaccination.

CITY CLERK
June 7, 2022 Statewide Primary Election
Election day is just around the corner. Residents can check their voter
registration status on the Contra Costa County Elections website. There
are several ways to register and vote, including online registration with
the Secretary of State.
All registered voters were mailed a ballot on Monday, May 9, 2022. If you
have not received your ballot, please contact the County at (925) 335-7800.
Voters can sign up to track when their ballot is mailed, when it’s received
and when it has been counted. Visit california.ballottrax.net to sign up today.
El Cerrito City Hall has a permanent vote-by-mail ballot box located just
outside of the south entrance of City Hall (off the parking lot), at 10890 San
Pablo Ave. Voters can drop off ballots 24/7 up until 8:00 p.m. on election
day.
Early voting is available at the Richmond Auditorium located at 403 Civic Center Plaza on Friday,
June 3, 2022 (11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.), Saturday, June 4, 2022 (9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.), or Monday,
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June 6 (11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.). For more information, please visit the County’s website at
https://www.cocovote.us/election/june-7-2022-statewide-direct-primary-election/#Election
Political Signs
In the City of El Cerrito, political signs may not be placed on any kind of wooden telephone pole,
metal pole, wire, public sidewalk, crosswalk, median strip, curb, hydrant, tree, or any public rightof-way or traffic control fixture of the City. Political signs are considered “temporary” noncommercial signs under the El Cerrito Municipal Code and are subject to those regulations as to
number, size, and location as identified in El Cerrito Municipal Code section 19.26.070. The City
asks that campaign workers confirm all signs are posted legally and that the wishes of property
owners are respected when displaying and distributing campaign information.
Please be advised that Public Works Maintenance will remove all signs that do not conform to
the City’s sign regulations and will hold them for pick up at the City’s Corporation Yard, 7550
Schmidt Lane. Arrangements to pick up non-conforming signs can be made by contacting Bill
Driscoll, Maintenance Superintendent, at 510-559-7039 or email wid@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Update on In-Person Meetings
City Council meetings will continue to operate under AB361, allowing for the relaxation of certain
teleconferencing restrictions of the Brown Act. With the Regular City Council meeting scheduled
on Tuesday, June 7, 2022, Council Chambers will once again be open to in-person attendance for
members of the City Council, staff, presenters and members of the public. The City will continue
to offer participation via zoom, cable broadcast, and livestream on the city’s website.
Details regarding safety protocols for in-person attendance will be posted online no later than
Thursday, June 2, 2022. In general, it is expected that masks will be strongly recommended, social
distancing will be encouraged, and capacity will be limited to available seats only.
In-person attendees are asked to participate remotely if experiencing any symptoms within the
last 24 hours including fever, chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue,
muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of state or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny
nose, nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea. For more information, please contact the City Clerk at
cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or 510-215-4305
Recent City Council Meeting Highlights
May 3, 2022 (Special Meeting)
• Closed Session: Provided direction to labor negotiators
May 3, 2022 (Regular Meeting)
• Recognized Bike to Wherever Day, National Public Works Week, Asian Pacific American
Heritage, Jewish American Heritage Month, Affordable Housing Month, Building Safety
Month, and Retirement of Fire Chief Michael Pigoni
• Appointed Eevelyn Mitchell (Environmental Quality Committee)
• Received Quarterly Cash and Investment and General Fund Update
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Adopted Juneteenth as a City Holiday
Approved 2022 City of El Cerrito Emergency Operations Plan
Annual approval Landscape and Lighting Assessment District No. 1988-1 and Storm Drain
Fees
May 17, 2022 (Regular Meeting)
• Letters of Support for SB 852 and AB 1944, and opposition of SB 881
• Recognized the El Cerrito Ballet Center
• Approved Replacement Fire Engine Lease
• Received a presentation from Contra Costa Mosquito & Vector Control District
• Held public hearings for Military Equipment Policy and Master Fee Schedule
• Approved Agreement with East Bay Sanitary for Solid Waste Collection Services
•
•
•

Upcoming City Council Meeting(s)
Tuesday, May 24 , 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
(Special City Council/Financial Advisory Board Joint Meeting)
• Budget Workshop
Tuesday, June 7, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
• Second Reading and Adoption of Military Policy Ordinance
• Annual Sundar Shadi Garden Club Awards
• Received a preview of preliminary proposed department budgets for FY2022-2023
• Consider Project Labor Agreement
Tuesday, June 21, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
• 4th of July presentation/sponsor recognition
• Call and Consolidation of General Election
• Public Hearing on Fire Hazard Abatement Declaration
• Adoption of FY2022-2023 Budget and Management/Confidential Employee Resolution
• Consider RecycleMore SB1393 Memorandum of Understanding
Seeking Residents to Serve on City Boards and Commissions
The City Clerk’s office is currently seeking interested residents for several vacancies on City
boards and commissions.
• Arts & Culture Commission (2 seats) - Weigh in on needs for the artistic and cultural
community, encourage and promote arts programs.
• Design Review Board (1 seat) - Review development and encourage quality design, hear
appeals of administrative decisions.
• Human Relations Commission (3 seats) - Initiate programs, promote positive human
relations thru education. Participate in developing the City’s first Equity and Inclusion
Workplan.
• Park and Recreation Commission (3 seats) - Weight in on matters of public recreation,
parks, childcare, etc.
• Planning Commission (2 seats) – Participation in long-range planning goals, policies and
programs, and land use issues.
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A full list of vacancies for city advisory bodies is available online.
Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis and will remain on
file for a period of one year for any unexpected vacancies that
may arise. Attendance at two of the last three meetings is
required prior to applying. For more information, please visit the city’s website at www.elcerrito.org/commissions or contact the City Clerk at cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Building Permits
For the month of April, 123 building permits were issued, 65 permits were
“finaled” (e.g. closed out) and 102 new permit applications were received.
Currently, the application processing for building permits requiring plan check is
approximately 30 days from the date a complete application is submitted.
Over the Counter permits are available virtually through the eTrakIt system.
Please note that City Hall is open to the public. In-person counter hours from 9:00
-1:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and by appointment from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. Monday and
Wednesday, and 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. Please visit www.elcerrito.org/permitcounter for more information.
May is Building Safety Month! Building Safety Month is an
international campaign in May to raise awareness about building
safety. This campaign reinforces the need to adopt modern, regularlyupdated building codes and helps individuals, families, and businesses
understand what it takes to create safe and sustainable structures. All
communities need building codes to protect their citizens from
disasters like fires, weather-related events, and structural collapse.
Building codes are society's best way of protecting homes, offices,
schools, manufacturing facilities, stores, and entertainment venues.
Neighborhood Preservation (Code Enforcement)
For the month of April, 10 code enforcement cases were opened, and 22 were closed.
Planning Commission/Design Review Board/Zoning Administrator Update
On Wednesday, May 18, 2022, the Planning Commission
considered a proposed 1,015 sq. ft. addition of a single-family house that
requires a Conditional Use Permit for enlarging a house considered legally
nonconforming because it contains no covered parking (Chapter 19.27 and
Chapter 19.34, ECMC) at 8529 Betty Lane. Also on May 18, the Planning
Commission was scheduled to consider a Conditional Use Permit to amend
the existing Conditional Use Permit to allow the construction of a 6 foot
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high, black vinyl chain link fence along the eastern boundary of the elementary school campus at
2060 Tapscott Avenue. The item has been postponed.
On Wednesday, May 4, 2022, the Zoning Administrator approved an Administrative Use Permit
to allow a shed (accessory structure) to be 336 square feet at 1620 Norvell Street.
Housing Element Community Survey

It is not too late to share your ideas about housing!
Take the Community Survey: Available through Tuesday, May 31, 2022
Community Survey
Click here for English
Click here for Spanish
Click here for Chinese
Need a paper copy of the survey? Please stop by City Hall or contact Aissia Ashoori at
aashoori@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4361.
Affordable Housing Resources
May is Affordable Housing Month, celebrate #AffordableHousingMonth at one of the amazing
events scheduled during East Bay Affordable Housing Month, courtesy of East Bay Housing
Organizations.
You can also celebrate creatively through color! Click here to
download your own coloring book page. Visit www.EBHO.org or
www.affordablehousingmonth.org for more.
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Visit May 2022 Affordable Housing Opportunities to view current
openings throughout the Bay Area – (Courtesy of Openhouse)
Home Match, Contra Costa: Available Rooms Catalog If you are looking
for housing, Home Match provides affordable opportunities to those
who currently live, work or study in Contra Costa County.
Project Based Voucher Assisted Units Waiting List
Beginning Monday, June 13, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. through Thursday,
June 30, 2022 at 4:00 p.m., the Housing Authority of the County of
Contra Costa will be opening the Project Based Voucher Waiting List
for several properties located throughout Contra Costa County. This
opening is not for the Housing Choice Voucher Program but for
Project-Based Voucher assisted units in the properties listed on this
linked flyer ONLY. Some properties are for seniors only and some are
family properties. The linked Flyers provide the details for the
opening. Please note that after June 30, the waiting lists will be
closed except for the Terraces Senior Apartments in Richmond. There
are units available for leasing and this is a critical opportunity for
applicants to be considered for immediate housing. Once fully
occupied, applicants will have to wait, until the next opportunity presents itself. The opening will
only be in electronic format and no paper applications will be available. Reasonable
Accommodations for elderly or disabled clients can be made for anyone needing individual
assistance either by telephone or at our offices at 925-957-7085 or ie@contracostahousing.org.
You can apply here beginning on June 13, 2022.
Flyer English
Flyer Spanish
First-Time Homebuyer Event
If you are a first-time homebuyer and considering homeownership in
the Bay Area, this workshop has been designed for you. Richmond
Neighborhood Housing Services is hosting a four-part workshop series
Thursdays in June from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. that will help you determine
if you are ready for homeownership. Learn how to create a budget,
repair credit, and become a successful homeowner. This is a virtual
event and registration is available here or by visiting
https://www.richmondnhs.org/
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East Bay Municipal District Customer Service Program (CAP)
East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) is proud
to be part of the communities we serve and offer
programs to help pay part of the cost of water
service for low-income residential customers or
those experiencing financial hardship. EBMUD’s
Customer Assistance Program (CAP) can pay for a portion of the water bill for qualified lowincome customers in single-family dwellings and for eligible homeless shelters. EBMUD’s site
provides additional Customer Assistance Program information and resources, including
applications and brochures in multiple languages.
Resources for Businesses: Microbusiness COVID-19 Relief Grant
Applications are now open to Contra Costa microbusiness and nonprofits who experienced
business closures/interruptions during the pandemic. This program will provide grants of $2,500
to eligible businesses. Visit www.microbusinessgrant.org or view the flyer to learn more.

FIRE
Chief Michael Pigoni Retirement
At the end of April, Chief Michael Pigoni retired from the El Cerrito Fire Department after serving
the communities of El Cerrito and Kensington for more than 27 years. He worked his way up
through the Fire Department ranks culminating with the position of Fire Chief in late 2018. During
his tenure as Fire Chief, Chief Pigoni led the organization through a financial crisis and the COVID19 pandemic. Before his retirement, Chief Pigoni was able to elevate the City’s Insurance Service
Office (ISO) safety rating to Class 1 and manage the process for a purchase of a new fire engine
approved by the City Council. Congratulations on your retirement Chief Pigoni, thank you for your
many years of service to the community. Battalion Chief Jose Castrejon is serving as Interim Fire
Chief until a permanent Fire Chief is appointed.
Calls for Service
The Fire Department responded to a total of 295 calls for service in April and a total of 1,245
calls this calendar year. Total recap of the calls in April are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Fires:
Explosions/Ruptures:
Medicals:
Hazardous Conditions:
Service Calls:
Good Intent:
False Alarms:
Total:

14
0
88
8
94
65
25
295
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Helicopter Rescue Technician Program
The Fire Department in collaboration with California
Highway Patrol has successfully launched the Helicopter
Rescue Technician (HRT) program. Program participants
had their first deployment in Wildcat Canyon for an
injured cyclist. The HRT program will enhance the
capability of emergency personnel to access areas that
are normally difficult to reach by ground.

POLICE
Calls for Service
The El Cerrito Police Department (ECPD) handled 1280 calls for service in April. It was a typical
busy month. To read more about the types of calls the ECPD handled, check out our Nixle Feed
at www.nixle.com
Carjacking Investigation
On Sunday, May 1, 2022, a teenager was waiting in a car in the parking lot of Safeway, while their
father shopped. An armed suspect entered the vehicle, brandished a firearm at the teen, and
stole the car. The suspect picked up an accomplice and sped away. El Cerrito Officers arrived at
the scene, investigated, and alerted other law enforcement agencies in the region.
On Tuesday, May 3, 2022, the Daly City Police located the stolen car with four occupants. During
their investigation, they located a firearm and evidence that the group had been committing
armed robberies in other Bay Area cities. The ECPD is working with the DCPD to pursue charges
against the suspects with the San Mateo District Attorney.
Employment Opportunities with the ECPD
The ECPD is currently looking for candidates for Police Recruit, Police Cadet and Police Officer.
These jobs offer an unmatched ability to make positive change in our community and offer great
benefits to boot! If you or someone you know is interested in joining the ECPD team, please have
them check out our available positions at: https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/elcerrito.
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PUBLIC WORKS
National Public Works Week – May 15 through 21

On May 3, 2022, the El Cerrito City Council proclaimed May 15 through May 21 as “National Public
Works Week” in the City of El Cerrito and recognized the contributions of the City’s Public Works
personnel. This year marks the 62nd annual National Public Works Week sponsored by the
American Public Works Association and government agencies nationwide. The theme for 2022 is
“Ready & Resilient" celebrating Public Works personnel as superheroes that are always READY to
serve their communities and RESILIENT as ever and recognizing the ability of Public Works
personnel to perform day to-day duties, as well as be ready at a moment's notice to react as first
responders during public emergencies, such as natural disasters, and overcome challenges.
In El Cerrito, Public Works personnel lead and participate in the maintenance, planning, design,
and construction of streets, multimodal transportation facilities, parks, playfields, open space,
creeks, paths, storm drains, stormwater treatment, and public buildings; operations of recycling,
solid waste, and environmental programs and facilities; right-of-way management; and
emergency planning and response providing all-hour, on-call response to flooding, vehicle
accidents, illicit discharges and spills, downed tree limbs, and other urgent maintenance needs.
Help us celebrate Public Works personnel by taking a moment to thank our maintenance workers,
recycling truck drivers, forklift operators, administrative staff, engineers, and analysts when you
see them out around town, at the Recycling + Environmental Resources Center (RERC), the
Corporation Yard or City Hall. Also share photos of your favorite public place in El Cerrito, such as
a park, path, creek, or building and use the hashtag #NPWW!
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El Cerrito Recycling Community Survey – Responses due June 15
In May, the Operations + Environmental Services Division
released a survey to collect feedback from El Cerrito
residents and businesses on curbside recycling collection
services, customer service, and the Recycling Center. The
questions relate only to curbside recycling collection in El
Cerrito and the El Cerrito Recycling Center and are not
related to garbage or green waste collection, or to the
recycling programs in other cities. The results of the survey
will provide valuable information for Staff as we seek to
continue improving services for the community. The survey can be completed online at elcerrito.org/recyclingsurvey through Wednesday, June 15, 2022. A print version of the survey has
also been mailed out with the May solid waste bills (please submit only one survey per
person). For more information contact green@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us and stay tuned here for results
from the survey!
CivicSpark

AmeriCorps

Fellowship – El Cerrito is Looking for Applicants!
The City of El Cerrito is partnering with CivicSpark to
recruit a fellow to assist with a planned update to the
City’s Climate Action Plan, in addition to working on
other related environmental initiatives. In past years,
CivicSpark fellows have helped the City conduct greenhouse gas inventories and analyze energy
use to identify potential savings, among other projects. The fellowship is ideal for recent college
graduates interested in gaining experience with critical environmental issues while working
hands-on with local governments. To learn more about the program and how to apply visit
https://civicspark.civicwell.org/join-civicspark/fellow/. The priority deadline for Fellow
applications is May 31, 2022.
City of El Cerrito to Receive $36k Senate Bill 1383 Local Assistance Grant
In late April, Public Works Staff received
notification that the City has been awarded a onetime grant from CalRecycle, providing $36,045 in
funding for implementation of Senate Bill (SB)
1383 (2016). SB 1383 requires cities to implement
a number of new programs with the ultimate goal of reducing the amount of organic waste sent
to landfills statewide. Requirements of the law include adopting an enforceable ordinance
(completed in December 2021), developing an edible food recovery program, converting the
City's collection containers to become color compliant (wherein recycling will be blue and
garbage will be gray/black), producing and utilizing new labels on all new containers to improve
customer education, implementing new procurement requirements for recycled paper, compost,
and mulch as a jurisdiction, increasing inspections, enforcement, and recordkeeping, and more.
The City intends to use these funds to help procure needed, color compliant, 2-cubic yard
collection containers.
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Overall, City Staff are planning to meet the various requirements by leveraging existing resources
and partnerships as much as possible, with the West Contra Costa Integrated Waste
Management Authority (RecycleMore) taking the lead on certain activities under a new
Memorandum of Understanding that is in development and will be brought before the City
Council for consideration later this year and through the support of East Bay Sanitary which will
be completing a number of required activities under a new Franchise Agreement approved by
the City Council on May 17, 2022. For more information on SB 1383 or the SB 1383 Local
Assistance Grant Program, please contact Operations + Environmental Services Division
Manager, Will Provost, at wprovost@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 559-7684.
Recycling Center 50th Anniversary (1972 – 2022)
As the City celebrates the 50th anniversary of the El
Cerrito Recycling Center in 2022, the El Cerrito
Historical Society, in coordination with the
Operations + Environmental Services Division, will be
providing a series of fast facts over the coming
months to help educate the community on the
facility’s history:
The E.C.ology recycling center’s first day of curbside collection came September 6, 1977,
open to paying subscribers. 418 homes had subscribed for $1 per month, a
disappointment, as city leaders had wanted 1,000 customers, to cover start-up expenses.
Driver Joanne Morrow piloted a truck towing a trailer, using a map to subscribers. Richard
Cruz helped collect the paper, cans and bottles. Residents used whatever containers were
handy for curbside collections. Official buckets didn’t some along till 1982.
Please plan on joining City Staff, the El Cerrito Historical Society, and others in celebrating the
50th Anniversary of the El Cerrito Recycling Center (1972-2022) later this year, with an event
planned for Friday, August 5, 2022. Watch here for updates.
EBMUD Declares a Stage 2 Drought
On Tuesday, April 26, 2022 EBMUD declared a Stage 2 Drought calling for a 10% mandatory
water reduction District-wide due to a severe water shortage. Businesses and residents can find
water savings by converting non-functional turf, like lawn strips, into
beautiful low-water landscapes. The City is encouraging the
community to participate in EBMUD’s landscape rebate program
and receive up to $15,000.
• Super rebate - earn more with best practices ($1.50/sf)
• Standard rebate - forget about mowing ($0.75/sf)
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Or, get real-time data with EBMUD's flowmeter rebate. EBMUD provides many other
opportunities to save water indoors and outdoors with free devices, water use reports, and
irrigation audits.
Charge Up Contra Costa Program

Marin Clean Energy (MCE) and the Contra
Costa Transportation Authority (CCTA) are
partnering to deliver clean transportation
programs that are expected to reduce more
than 50,000 tons of greenhouse gas
emissions. The Charge Up Contra Costa
Program, funded by a $3.5 million California
Energy Commission grant and $840,000 in match funding from MCE and CCTA, will promote
electric vehicle (EV) charging station installations through rebates, EV car sharing, eBike rebates,
and workforce development. Learn more about Charge Up Contra Costa at
https://ccta.net/projects/charge-up/.
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities
Sign up to receive the latest info on these and other events in the Operations + Environmental
Services Division’s monthly e-newsletter at el-cerrito.org/greenhappenings.
•

Green Teams Baxter Creek Gateway Park Event (Sunday, June 5, 2022): Join El Cerrito’s
Green Teams for a work party at Baxter Creek Gateway Park. Meet at 10am at Conlon
Ave. and the Ohlone Greenway. All ages welcome (under 18 with guardian). For more
info, email green@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or call (510) 215-4350.

Complete Streets Project transforming Del Norte Area
The El Cerrito del Norte Transit-Oriented
Development (TOD) Complete Streets Improvement
Project will implement multimodal transportation
improvements identified in the San Pablo Avenue
Specific Plan and Active Transportation Plan, adopted
by City Council in 2014 and 2016, respectively, after
robust public outreach efforts. The project is in the
detail design phase and construction is scheduled to
start in Spring 2023.
The project consists of improvements for bicyclists, pedestrians, transit users, and motorists to
support transit-oriented development in the Uptown area of the Specific Plan. Project elements
include enhanced and protected crosswalks, context-sensitive bikeways, bus boarding islands,
circulation improvements, and various streetscape enhancements around and leading to the Del
Norte BART Station.
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Please watch for opportunities to comment on the design this summer and stay informed by
visiting www.el-cerrito.org/transformingdelnorte.
Department Staffing Updates
Ana Bernardes, Senior Engineer/Engineering Manager, left
employment with the City of El Cerrito on Thursday, May 5, 2022. We
thank Ana for her six years of service to the City and wish her well in
her in her next chapter as she takes on a new position with another
public agency. While the City has begun a recruitment to fill the Senior
Engineer/Engineering position, it is anticipated to remain vacant for
three months or longer. We thank the public for their understanding
and patience as the Engineering Division of the Department strives to continue providing
essential services to our community while we are significantly short-staffed.

RECREATION
Summer 2022 Activity Registration Now Open!
While the Recreation Department is well known for our youth
Summer Camp programs, we will also offer a wide variety of
other recreational activities this summer! Classes for all ages
will be offered June-August including Tai Chi, Zumba, and
Bridge for adults, Reading & Writing, Violin, and Virtual Reality
for youth, swim lessons for all ages and so much more!
To view the full schedule of summer activities, visit www.elcerrito.org/recguide. Registration for all summer programs is
open now, at www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg.

FREE Bike Repair Day
On Saturday, June 4, 2022, from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., BikeMobile will host a FREE bike repair
and education workshop at the El Cerrito Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane. Event is first
come, first served. Space limited to 20 sign-ups, no pre-registration.
rEC Treks: Senior Day Trips
Senior Day trips are back beginning June 2022! Upcoming rEC Treks include exploring the Gardens
at Heather Farms on June 21, 2022; a Day on the Bay: SF Ferry Building & Farmer’s Market on
July 19, 2022; and, Sausalito Stroll & Bay Model Museum on August 16, 2022 Registration is open
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now, at www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg. Questions can be directed to Recreation Coordinator Mark
Deleon at mdeleon@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 559-7007.
Fall 2022 Planning is Underway
Recreation Department staff are currently working on the calendar of classes and activities at the
Community Center, Swim Center, and El Cerrito parks and clubhouses. This includes classes for
all ages for the months of September through December. We are continuing to add new
programs to our schedule, and welcome new instructors who are interested in leading classes
through the El Cerrito Recreation Department to reach out. Course Proposals for new classes are
being accepted now through Friday, June 3, 2022. For more information on partnering with the
Recreation Department as a program instructor, visit http://el-cerrito.org/1378/IndependentContractors. Questions can be directed to Recreation Supervisor Taylor Melton at tmelton@ci.elcerrito.ca.us.
Summer Swimming
The Swim Center is getting ready for summer programs! Summer starts Monday June 12, 2022
with weekly rECswim, Swim Lessons, and Junior Guards. All of our normal programs, such as
Fitness Swim and Water Aerobics, will still be taking place but at modified times. The Swim Center
website at www.el-cerrito.org/swimcenter will be updated by Wednesday, June 1, 2022 with the
Summer Schedule.
Fall Childcare Registration
Families who have students at Fairmont, Harding, and Madera Elementary schools can start
registering for Afterschool Care for the 2022-2023 school year now! Afterschool care includes
snack, homework help and enriching activities such as arts & crafts, science, sports and more.
Families will be required to submit all licensing paperwork at the time of enrollment. Care is
available for students in grades TK through 6 at all three locations. For more information, please
visit www.el-cerrito.org/childcare.
Stay Connected and Share
Facebook: @ecrecreation
Instagram: @ecrecreation
Twitter: @ElCerritoREC
rECnews: email recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us to subscribe
Website: www.el-cerrito.org/recreation

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The City is pleased to offer the following employment opportunities:
•
•

Assistant Gymnastic Coach (Recreation Program Leader) – Part-Time
Childcare Teacher – Part-Time
May 20, 2022
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lifeguard & Swim Instructor – Seasonal
Police Cadet – Part-Time
Police Officer – Lateral and Academy Graduate
Police Officer – Recruit
Senior Engineer/Engineering Manager
Senior Planner
Sustainable Transportation Program Manager
Water Aerobics Instructor (Aquatics Specialist I) – Part-Time

For more information about the positions and how to apply, please visit: www.elcerrito.org/jobs.

ATTACHMENTS/FLYERS
•
•
•
•
•
•

4th of July Car Show
Honoring Japanese Flower Farmers of El Cerrito Event
BikeMobile Free Bike Repair Day
rEC Treks Senior Trips
El Cerrito Recreation Ways to Connect
Parents Press Best of 2022 – Vote Recreation Programs

May 20, 2022
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Registration Fee

20.

00

NEW! Classic Car Showcase at the 4th of July Festival
registration is open and the application can be found by
scanning the QR code or visiting www.el-cerrito.org/july4
Participants will need to sign in or create an account to access the application.
For more info call (510) 559-7000 or email recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us
All Proceeds Help Support the Festival.

Where: EC Community Center 7007 Moeser Lane El Cerrito, CA
When: Saturday, 6/4/2022
Time: 11am -2pm
First come, first served. Space is limited to
20 sign-ups, no pre-registration available.
Bike repair and education
We can fix most broken parts: flat tires,
brakes, shifters

Atención por orden de llegada. El espacio
está limitado a 20 personas inscritas.
Reparación de bicicletas y orientación
Podemos reparar la mayoría de las partes
dañadas: neumáticos desinflados o
pinchados, frenos, cambios

City of El Cerrito

rEC TREKS
SENIOR DAY TRIPS(#255801)
Gardens at Heather Farm
Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2022 Time: 10am-3pm
Cost: $31 Res/ $38 NonRes

Day on the Bay:
SF Ferry Building & Farmer's Market
Date: Tuesday, July 19, 2022 Time: 10am-3pm
Cost: $31 Res/ $38 NonRes

Sausalito Stroll & Bay Model Museum
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 Time: 10am-3pm
Cost: $38 Res/ $47 NonRes

Visit www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg to register.
For information call (510)559-7000 or
email recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

WAYS TO CONNECT
AND SHARE:
Facebook:
Instagram:
Twitter:
rECnews:

ecrecreation
TAG,
FOLLOW,
ecrecreation
SHARE
ElCerritoREC
recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us

www.el-cerrito.org/recreation

There's still time.

LOG IN
AND VOTE!
CAMPS

Academic Summer Camp
Arts and Crafts Summer Camp
Computer Science and Coding Camps
Culinary Summer Camp
Dance Summer Camp
General and Traditional Summer Day Camp
Gymnastics Summer Camp
Holiday and Vacation Camp
Nature and Outdoor Summer Camp
Overnight Summer Camp
Preschool Age Summer Camp
Sports Summer Camp
STEM Summer Camp
Teen Focused Summer Camp

CLASSES &
ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

VOTE UNTIL 5/31
@ 11:00PM

Art Classes
Enrichment and After-School Programs
Gymnastics Classes
Martial Arts Classes
Science & Technology Enrichment Programs
Sports Classes
Swim Classes
Theater and Performing Arts Classes

