MEMORANDUM
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FROM:
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Mayor and City Council
Karen Pinkos, City Manager
September 28, 2022
City Manager’s Update

At their September 20, 2022 meeting, the City Council took a step toward ending the City’s local
emergency that has been in place since March 2020 due to the pandemic. While we all
understand that COVID-19 is still very active, it is also clear that we have moved from
emergency status to what appears to be our new normal: we now must live with and manage
this illness going forward. The local emergency had allowed the City Council to take various
actions including closing facilities, enacting health and safety mandates from the County, State,
and Federal governments, and also provided for temporary programs including a COVID-19related eviction moratorium on residential and commercial properties and a temporary
Outdoor Dining and Retail program for local businesses.
To allow for ample notice time, the City Council passed a resolution to end the local emergency
as of December 31, 2022. This will also allow time for staff to bring legislation to the City Council
in the next two months to continue the eviction moratorium through the end of the year, and to
continue the Outdoor Dining and Retail program until permanent regulations can be put into
place. It has been a long time coming, and again we know that we’re still living with COVID-19,
but this action allows all of us to take a collective major step forward. El Cerrito has weathered
the pandemic storm and has shown its resilience and compassion, and we have all learned a lot
from this time. I must once again thank our City Council, our amazing City staff team, and our
wonderful El Cerrito community as we move forward together.
On a personal note, on September 10th I celebrated 21 years with the City of El Cerrito, and am
approaching four years as City Manager. I am still as excited to work for this community as I was
back in 2001. I’ve seen a lot of highs and lows, good times and hard times, laughter and tears…
but through it all, because we work together—and because we care about each other—we keep
going strong. Our City is small, but mighty. El Cerrito is by far the best place in the Bay Area to
live, work, and play, and I am so fortunate to work with the best City staff team there is. I am
grateful to everyone who has been there along this journey with me. I look forward to serving
this community into the bright future that is ahead of us!
Thank you, and as always please take care of yourselves and each other.

Karen Pinkos
City Manager

CITY MANAGEMENT
Local Emergency Ending on December 31, 2022
On September 20, 2022 the City Council passed a resolution to end the local emergency as of
December 31, 2022. The local emergency has been in place since March 13, 2020 in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic, and allowed the City to enact various emergency measures including
closure of City facilities and other related health and safety measures. In addition, actions taken
under the local emergency included an eviction moratorium for residential and commercial
rental properties and the creation of a temporary outdoor dining and retail program for local
businesses.
The end date of December 31, 2022 allows ample notice of the termination of the local
emergency, particularly with respect to the eviction moratorium. City staff will be developing
legislation to bring to the City Council in the next two months that will ensure the eviction
moratorium continues through December 31, 2022 and to continue the outdoor dining and retail
program until such time that permanent legislation can be developed and enacted.
COVID-19 Information – New Omicron Booster Shots Available at County Vaccination Sites
Contra Costa Health (CCH) began offering the new Omicron booster shots at its COVID
vaccination sites in Antioch, Concord and Richmond on Friday, September 9.
Vaccinated people ages 12+ are eligible to receive Pfizer’s new Omicron booster and adults
ages 18+ can get Moderna’s Omicron booster. These recently authorized “bivalent” booster
shots are designed to protect against both the original coronavirus strain and the newer
Omicron variants now dominant in the United States.
To be eligible, people must have completed their primary vaccination series or gotten their last
booster shot at least two months before getting the Omicron booster. The updated boosters
will replace the existing “monovalent” booster vaccines for people ages 12+. Children ages 5-11
will still be able to get monovalent boosters for additional protection.
People can schedule a booster appointment at County-run vaccination sites online at
covidvaccine.cchealth.org or by calling 833-829-2626. Walk-ins without appointments are also
accepted. Community members can also get the Omicron boosters through their regular
healthcare providers or local pharmacies.
For more detailed information about the new booster, see the “Booster Doses” section of
Vaccine Q&As.

State Auditor Report - Update
On September 16, 2022 the City submitted its six-month Corrective Action Plan Progress Report
to the California State Auditor, as required by the State Auditor’s Report that was originally issued
in March 2021. The Progress Report, and all other updates and reports to and from the State
Auditor, can be found on the City’s website. City staff is pleased that the State Auditor has
recognized the progress that the City has made in its most recent assessment from March 2022,
and looks forward to their response to this latest update that shows the City’s continued
commitment to strategic budget practices and financial sustainability.

CITY CLERK
Have
your
Voice
be
Heard!
Are you interested in giving back to the El
Cerrito community? Consider serving on a City
Board, Commission or Committee. The City
Clerk is actively recruiting for several vacancies
on City Advisory Bodies including: Arts and
Culture Commission, Human Relations
Commission,
Park
and
Recreation
Commission, and Planning Commission.
Applicants must be 18 years of age and a resident of El Cerrito (residency is not required for the
Economic Development Committee.) Attendance at two of the last three meetings is required
prior to applying so interested individuals are encouraged to check out a meeting today!
For a full list of vacancies, detailed information, and an application to serve please visit www.elcerrito.org/commissions. For more information, please contact the City Clerk at cityclerk@ci.elcerrito.ca.us.
Recent City Council Meeting Highlights
Tuesday, August 16, 2022 (Regular Meeting)
• Recognized Library Card Sign-up Month, International Overdose Awareness Day, and
Discovering the Reality of Our Community Youth Leadership Program
• Economic Development Committee Appointment (Sandra Mayithara)
• Authorized continuance of remote meetings (AB361) through Sept. 19, 2022
• Appointed City Council Ad-Hoc committee to consider an Enhanced Infrastructure
Financing District (EIFD)
• Adopted amendments to Foodware Ordinance regarding single-use foodware
• Received presentation from West Contra Costa Unified School District
• Approved Project Stabilization Agreement with Contra Costa Building and Construction
Trades Council
• Approved agreement with Chavan and Associates, LLP to perform audit services
• Received and approved Fiscal Recovery and Sustainability Plan
• Received 2023-2031 Draft Housing Element Presentation
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Tuesday, September 20, 2022 (Regular Meeting)
• Recognized Hispanic Heritage Month and Suicide Awareness Month
• Adopted Biennial Update of Agency Conflict of Interest Code
• Approved Emergency Operations Plan Revisions
• Approved Investment Policy and Comprehensive Financial Policy Modifications
• Received Monthly Disbursement and Check Register Report
• Received Quarterly Cash Investment Report
• Received East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) Wildcat Pipeline Project Update
• Received Presentation from Contra Costa County Health Services on Measure X
• Held Public Hearing on Fire Hazard Abatement Declaration
• Adopted End the Local Emergency Resolution
• Received Quarterly General Fund Update
Upcoming City Council Meeting(s)
Unless public health conditions change, City Council meetings are now being held in-person with
an option for zoom participation. Please check the agenda for the specific meeting to get the
most current information. Agenda materials and public comment instructions are available
online at www.el-cerrito.org/CouncilMeetingMaterials as well as video archives. For more
information, please contact the City Clerk at cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or (510) 215-4305.
CANCELLED Tuesday, October 4, 2022, Regular Meeting in observance of Yom Kippur.
Tuesday, October 18, 2022, at 7:00 p.m.
• Annual Sundar Shadi Garden Club Awards
• Public Hearing on Fire Hazard Abatement Costs
• Public Hearing on Building and Fire Code Updates
• San Pablo Specific Plan Update
November Election Update
El Cerrito Candidates – As of the close of nominations, the City of El Cerrito had a total of three
candidates qualified for placement on the November ballot to elect two City Councilmembers.
Information on candidates is available on the City’s website at https://www.elcerrito.org/1599/November-2022-Candidates.
Nomination Period for Write-In Candidates - The nomination period for write-in candidates
opened on Monday September 12, 2022, and will end on Tuesday, October 25, 2022, at 6:00
p.m. Write-In Candidates are subject to the same requirements as other candidates; however, a
candidate statement is not available, and name and ballot designation will not appear printed on
the ballot.
Qualifying as a write-in candidate allows write-in votes cast for the individual to be counted. For
more information, please contact the City Clerk at cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or 510-215-4305.
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Voter Registration – Voters can check their registration status with Contra
Costa County at https://www.cocovote.us/registration-and-votingoptions/my-voting-information,
and
can
register
online
at
https://registertovote.ca.gov/. The deadline to register to vote on the
November Election is Monday, October 24, 2022.
Vote-By-Mail Secure Drop Boxes- All California voters will be sent a vote-bymail Ballots beginning October 10, 2022. Contra Costa County voters can return their ballots
using the 24-hour secure ballot box located at El Cerrito City Hall. The box is only accessible by
the City’s Election Official and County Election staff who will pick up ballots directly and transport
them back to the County facility for processing. There is no involvement with the U.S. Postal
Service in servicing the permanent ballot box and the box is under the city’s video surveillance
system. The box will be unlocked on October 10, 2022, and remain open until 8:00 p.m. on
election day. For more information on secure ballot drop boxes, please visit
https://www.cocovote.us/registration-and-voting-options/secure-ballot-drop-boxes/.
Track Your Ballot - While ballots will not be mailed until October 10th, you
can sign up now to track your ballot though California’s official “Where’s
My Ballot?” tracking tool. Signing up takes less than three minutes and
you will be able to track when your ballot is mailed, when it has been
received,
and
when
it
has
been
counted.
Visit
https://california.ballottrax.net/voter/ to sign up today.
For more information, please contact Contra Costa County Elections at
voter.services@vote.cccounty.us or 925-335-7836. Voters can also contact the City Clerk at
cityclerk@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or 510-215-4305.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Welcome New Staff
Jarrett Mullen joined the City this month as the City’s Sustainable Transportation Program
Manager. Mr. Mullen has worked as a Senior Transportation Planner for the City of Palo Alto
and as a consultant/Senior Transportation Planner at Fehr and Peers specializing in Complete
Streets and other complex transportation projects. Mr. Mullen will be overseeing the City’s
parking management, shared mobility, Transportation Demand Management programs and
assisting with expansion of the City’s electric vehicle infrastructure and bicycle/pedestrian
programs. Welcome, Jarrett!
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Building Permits
For the month of August, 136 building permits were issued, 100 permits were
“finaled” (e.g., closed out) and 113 new permit applications were received.
Currently, the application processing for building permits requiring plan check is
approximately 30 days from the date a complete application is submitted. Over
the Counter permits are available virtually through the eTrakIt system. Please
note that City Hall is open to the public. In-person counter hours from 9:00 - 1:00
p.m. Monday through Thursday, and by appointment from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Monday and Wednesday, and 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. Please visit www.elcerrito.org/permitcounter for more information.
10290 San Pablo Avenue – The Civic Apartments: In August, a
demolition permit was issued, and the existing commercial
structure was demolished. The project is in the process of securing a
building permit to construct a 54-unit residential building that
includes 4 live-work units. The developer will also contribute
funding for affordable housing fund and open space improvements.
For more information on this project, visit www.elcerrito.org/majorprojects or contact Planning at planning@ci.elcerrito.ca.us.
Neighborhood Preservation (Code Enforcement)
For the month of August, 14 code enforcement cases were opened, and 19
were closed.
CASE TYPE
Dangerous or Substandard
Building
No Permit
Tenant Complaint
Fence
Graffiti
Improper Use
Environmental
Encroachment
Weeds, Trash, Debris
Vegetation
Nuisance Abatement
TOTAL

OPENED

CLOSED

1
6
1
2
1
1
2

14

6

2
1
5
3
2
19
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Planning Applications/Updates
The Zoning Administrator has received, and will consider the following applications:
•

•
•
•
•

On September 19, the Zoning Administrator will consider a Tier I Design Review
application for new patio railing and an Administrative Use Permit to allow the sale of
alcohol for California Fish Grill at 5040 El Cerrito Plaza.
On September 20, the Zoning Administrator will consider an Administrative Use Permit
application to allow a Food Truck that would sell Nepali, Indian, and Tibetan food at 11299
San Pablo Avenue.
On September 27, the Zoning Administrator will consider a Tier I Design Review
application for new wall signage for Tigon Restaurant at 10086 San Pablo Avenue.
On October 6, the Zoning Administrator will consider a Tier I Design Review application
by the Kensington Police Protection and Community Services District for secure storage
in a new 10 ft by 8 ft beige metal storage container at 10940 San Pablo Avenue.
An application for a Residential Architectural Design Review for the addition of a new 22
ft 4 in. Tall, enclosed porch attached to an existing single-family house at 8636 Thors Bay
Road is under review. Interested neighbors are encouraged to contact the Planning
Division at planning@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or 510-215-4330 to discuss any questions or to
facilitate viewing of the plans during the 14-day review period, from September 14, 2022,
to September 28, 2022.

Affordable Housing Resources
Waiting List Opportunities
Visit September 2022 Affordable Housing Opportunities to view current
openings throughout the Bay Area – (Courtesy of Openhouse)
The East Bay Asian Local Development Corporation (EBALC)
currently has waitlist openings for several properties in the
East Bay. Please visit https://ebaldc.org/how-to-apply/ to
learn more.
Home Match, Contra Costa: September Available Rooms Catalog
If you are looking for housing, Home Match provides affordable
opportunities to those who currently live, work or study in
Contra Costa County.
Housing Authority of Contra Costa County: Project Based
Housing Voucher Openings
The Project Based Voucher Waiting List for several properties located throughout Contra Costa
County. This opening is NOT for the Housing Choice Voucher Program but for Project-Based
Voucher assisted units in the properties listed on this linked flyer ONLY . Some properties are
for Seniors ONLY and some are family properties. For the senior properties, the head of
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household or spouse must be 62 years of age or older to apply. Applications from non-elderly
applicants will be rejected.
The linked flyers provide the details for the opening. This opening is from 10 AM on June 13,
2022, until 4 PM on September 29, 2022. All open waitlists are for households whose head or
co-head is a senior as defined to be 62 years or older. There are units available for leasing and
this is a critical opportunity for applicants to be considered for immediate housing. Once fully
occupied, applicants will have to wait until the next opportunity presents itself.
The opening will only be in electronic format and no paper applications will be available.
Reasonable Accommodations for elderly or disabled clients can be made for anyone needing
individual assistance either by telephone or at our offices at 925-957-7085 or
ie@contracostahousing.org .
Apply Here
Flyer English
Flyer Spanish
New Business Updates
There are several new businesses in the process of starting or relocating in El Cerrito.
Super Slice – 10180 San Pablo Avenue – is aiming to open in the coming weeks and will offer pizza
by the pie or slice.
Tigon – 10086 San Pablo Avenue – has taken over a previous restaurant space and is now open.
Consider a visit for some Vietnamese cuisine, open daily from 10am – 9pm, closed on Tuesdays.
See also Planning section above for other new business news.

FIRE
Calls for Service
The Fire Department responded to a total of 338 calls for service in August and a total of 2,713
calls for service this calendar year. The total recap of the calls in August is as follows:
Fires
Explosions/Ruptures
Medicals
Hazardous Conditions
Service Calls
Good Intent
False Alarms
Total

25
0
122
14
89
69
19
338
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POLICE
Calls for Service
The El Cerrito Police Department (ECPD) handled 1348 calls for service in August. To read more
about the types of calls the ECPD handles, check out our Nixle Feed at www.nixle.com.
Catalytic Converter Thefts
On August 7, at 4:48 am, an El Cerrito Officer was patrolling in the area of Terrace Dr. and Contra
Costa Dr. He noticed a car stopped in the middle of the street, occupied by a woman and a dog.
The officer thought they looked suspicious. The ECPD has investigated many incidents of catalytic
converter theft that occur during the early morning hours in our residential neighborhoods. As
the officer drove by, he saw a man leaving a nearby parked truck and entered the car.
By the time the officer turned around, the car was speeding away down Terrace Dr. at
approximately 70 mph. The officer pursued the vehicle and caught up to the pair after the
suspects crashed into a parked car on Terrace Dr. at Sea View Dr. The man fled the scene and
officers apprehended the woman. Officers searched the suspects’ car and found suspected
methamphetamine as well as electric saws and automobile jacks. Catalytic converter thieves
commonly use these tools to steal catalytic converters. That morning, ECPD officers were in the
right place at the right time to disrupt the theft of a catalytic converter.
Signs of Catalytic Converter Theft:
•
•
•
•
•

Typically occurs later in the evening or early in the morning
Suspect cars will typically park next to a victim vehicle, often in the middle of the street
Suspects will use a cordless reciprocating saw to cut out the catalytic converter from
under the victim’s vehicles, causing a loud noise of metal cutting for a minute or two
Suspects may jack up a car, but will often simply slide under the victim’s vehicle
The total theft can take less than 3 minutes to complete

If you hear electric saws late at night or early in the morning, please contact ECPD to report it!
Employment Opportunities with the ECPD
The ECPD is currently looking for candidates for Police Recruit and Police Officer. These jobs offer
an unmatched ability to make positive change in our community and offer great benefits to boot!
If you or someone you know is interested in joining the ECPD team, please have them check out
our available positions at: https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/elcerrito.
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PUBLIC WORKS
Celebration Highlights from the Recycling Center's
50th Anniversary Event
Last month on August 5th, the El Cerrito Environmental
Quality Committee, the El Cerrito Historical Society, City
Staff, and members of the community gathered at the
City's Recycling Center to commemorate the Center’s 50th
Anniversary. For those that couldn’t make the event, the El
Cerrito Historical Society has posted a full recording of the
event here. At the event, Eevelyn Mitchell, the City's Poet
Laureate, recited an original poem about the Recycling
Center, a video of just Eevelyn Mitchell reciting her original poem can be viewed here. Staff at
the Recycling + Environmental Resource Center would like to thank all who came to celebrate
and who continue to support recycling in El Cerrito.
5th Annual Ride Electric at the Harvest Festival
The El Cerrito Public Works Department is partnering to help promote the
5th Annual Ride Electric Event in Berkeley. The event will take place
October 15 from 11am to 3pm and includes: an electric car show, bike and
scooter test rides, information about credits, rebates, grants, and loans,
and family friendly crafts, games, food, live music and more at the City of
Berkeley’s Harvest Festival at nearby Cedar Rose Park. The event will take
place at the Cedar Rose Park basketball courts (eMobility Expo) and at the
North Berkeley BART parking lot (EV Expo). Learn more and register to attend the event at
https://tinyurl.com/RideElectric2022.
City Releases RFP for Climate Action Plan Update
On August 23, the Public Works Department released a request
for proposals from qualified firms to assist the City in developing
a Climate Action and Adaptation Plan that will build on the City’s
existing Climate Action Plan (2013). The Climate Action and
Adaptation Plan is proposed to be a standalone document that
will update the City’s current greenhouse gas emissions
reduction targets to align with the State (e.g., net zero emissions by 2045), identify strategies to
meet those targets, integrate current climate science, and utilize an equity framework at the core
of a robust community engagement process and as it relates to strategy development. City Staff
are working toward bringing a consultant services contract forward for City Council consideration
at the November 15, 2022, City Council meeting. The deadline for proposals is September 28,
2022. Development of the updated Plan, starting in late 2022 or early 2023, will include
numerous opportunities for community members to provide input and will seek to activate the
community in collectively reducing greenhouse gas emissions. For more information, please
contact the Operations & Environmental Service Division at wprovost@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
September 28, 2022

9

The Citywide Garage Sale is October 8
The El Cerrito Fall Citywide Garage Sale will take place Saturday, October
8, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The Citywide Garage Sale helps
individuals, schools, churches, and other organizations turn old stuff into
someone else’s treasure. The City publicizes the event via citywide
newsletters and newspaper ads and creates an 11x17 duplexed map, so
that shoppers can easily find host locations. The map will be available on
Thursday, September 29th, one week prior to the event. View the map starting on the 29 th and
find more information by visiting the city's website at el-cerrito.org/garagesale.
Arlington Guardrail Replacement Completed

The guardrail systems on Arlington Boulevard that were severely damaged by vehicle collisions
at two locations have been replaced. Arlington Boulevard has a considerable curve at both
locations, south of Brewster Drive near Arlington Park and south Cutting Boulevard, and the
guardrail systems are necessary to prevent out of control vehicles from leaving the roadway and
careening over the embankment at the edge of the roadway. Dirt and Aggregate Interchange,
Inc., the City’s contractor, completed the work at the end of August. Construction management
and inspection was done by City Staff. Other minor repairs, such as the stair handrail, in these
areas will follow.
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Manila Avenue at Ohlone Greenway Storm Drain Repairs to Begin Soon
Portions of the existing shallow storm drain
system crossing Manila Avenue at the Ohlone
Greenway have collapsed causing a reduction in
capacity to the storm drain system for the area,
along with undermining of the roadway. The
City has contracted with FJ&I Engineering, Inc.
to repair the existing storm drain system and
roadway in this area.
Work is scheduled to begin on Manila Avenue
the week of September 26th and be completed
by the end of October. The repairs involve the replacement of the collapsed storm drain pipe that
crosses the street and upgrade of two storm drain inlets. During working hours (8:30am to 4:30
pm), traffic will be reduced to one lane and flagmen will be present to direct vehicular traffic
through the area. Pedestrians travelling along Manila will be directed across as needed. The
Ohlone Greenway path will also be reduced to one 6' wide lane. Brief delays are expected. If you
have any questions about the project, please contact the Engineering Division at (510) 215-4382
or the City’s consulting Project Manager, Gerardo Avila, at gavila@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
Del Norte TOD Complete Streets Project Update
The El Cerrito del
Norte TransitOriented
Development (TOD)
Complete Streets
Improvement Project
will improve access,
safety and comfort
for bicyclists,
pedestrians, transit
users, and motorists to support transit-oriented development in the Uptown area of the San
Pablo Avenue Specific Plan area and connections to the Del Norte BART Station. Project
elements include enhanced and protected crosswalks, context-sensitive bikeways, bus boarding
islands, circulation improvements, and streetscape enhancements.
The project will implement the multimodal transportation improvements originally identified in
the San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan and Active Transportation Plan, adopted by the City Council
in 2014 and 2016, respectively.

September 28, 2022

11

The City project team appreciates the feedback and
support we received from the members of the
public and stakeholders. Over the last three months,
the project team has presented/hosted at the
following public events/meetings:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

City’s 4th of July Festival
Economic Development Committee
July meeting
El Cerrito Plaza TOD Event in July
Chamber of Commerce Board August meeting
Environmental Quality Committee August meeting
Committee of Aging August meeting
BART Bicycle Advisory Task Force August meeting
Orientation Center for the Blind in August
Lutheran Church Senior Center August meeting
El Cerrito del Norte BART Station table event in August
On-line survey (198 responses)

Topics of interest included intersection improvements, bike infrastructure and safety, signals,
landscaping, sidewalk improvements, parking and accessibility, access to BART, and more. The
project team will continue our outreach efforts with a presentation at the Urban Forest
Committee at their October meeting as well as meeting with the businesses along project limits.
The project team has recently completed the 65% design package for review by Caltrans and the
Contra Costa Transportation Authority, and it is working to complete the detail design by the end
of November 2022 to meet the federal funding requirements. We anticipate beginning
construction in Spring/Summer 2023 with completion in Summer 2024 for the public to enjoy the
new improvements.
For more information regarding this project, please visit
www.elcerrito.org/transformingdelnorte.
Discounts on Solar Installations and Home Battery Storage Available Through SunShares
The City of El Cerrito is committed to a more sustainable world
and supporting your transition to cleaner energy. One action
the City takes to support this is by partnering annually with
the Bay Area SunShares program. Bay Area SunShares is a
limited-time program that provides a discount on solar and
home battery storage installations. SunShares discounts are
available September 1 - November 15, 2022. Secure your
SunShares discount at www.bayareasunshares.org, only available until November 15!
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El Cerrito Residents and Businesses can Reduce Emissions and Save Money
When Using Less Power From 4-9 p.m.
MCE is encouraging customers to take action
and reduce their energy consumption from 4-9
p.m. for bill savings and a cleaner planet. Community
members can help MCE spread the word by sharing
how they lower usage on Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok with #4to9 and tagging
@mceCleanEnergy. Learn more about the campaign and actions individuals can take
at mcecleanenergy.org/4-9.
BayREN Induction Cooktop Rebate
The Bay Area Regional Energy Network (BayREN) is offering enticing rebates on
induction cooktops. Induction cooktops are better for your health and offer a
great deal of control while cooking. Switching to an electric cooktop also helps
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and aligns with the City of El Cerrito’s
Climate Action Plan. Residents can get $750 towards new cooktops through
BayREN. Learn more at http://www.bayren.org/news/cooking-with-induction

RECREATION
Winter/Spring Program Planning Underway
The El Cerrito Recreation Department is now planning for Winter/Spring 2023 (January-May). In
addition to continuing popular programs such as gymnastics, Zumba, and senior support
services, we aim to introduce new programs to the community as well. The department is
currently accepting Course Proposals from
local instructors and organizations seeking to
lead activities for youth, adults, and seniors.
More information on partnering with the
Recreation Department can be found here. To
request a Course Proposal Form, please email
recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us with basic
program information and the target age group
of your activity.
In addition to recreational programs, the
Recreation Department looks forward to
offering more Special Events. The community
can look forward to our popular Pumpkin
Splash in October, Summer Camp Discount Day
event in February, and Egg Splash in April. We
also hope to introduce new events including a
Line Dance for adults and annual blood drive.
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After-School Enrichment Programs Begin
The After-School Enrichment Programs (“ASEP’s”) at Harding, Fairmont and Madera elementary
schools have officially begun. These extracurricular courses for grades 1-6 provide the
opportunity for students to explore their interests and experience other areas of learning after
the school day ends, conveniently on their school campus. The first session will run until the
schools’ winter break and includes classes like Tennis, Machine Sewing, LEGO, Improv,
Basketball, Science and more. Each school has a unique calendar available at www.elcerrito.org/asep along with program details and FAQ. So far, over 200 students have registered
for the various classes, and many classes still have space for those interested. Two more
sessions will be offered this school year in the winter and spring.
Café Costa Senior Nutrition Program Update!
The El Cerrito Senior Nutrition Program, Café Costa is working on plans to resume in-person
dining at our new location, the El Cerrito Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane. In-person dining
will resume in a limited capacity beginning in October 2022. Easy Ride Senior & Disabled
Transportation Program will provide FREE rides to and from the Senior Nutrition Program to
qualifying seniors living in El Cerrito. Pre-Registration Required. In-person dining will replace the
To-Go Meal program that we have been offering as a temporary measure since COVID-19 began
in March 2020. For more information about the Senior Nutrition Program, please call (510) 5597000 or email recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us.
rEC Treks: Senior Day Trips
Upcoming rEC Treks include a trip to Benicia 1st Street to visit shops and enjoy the views on
October 11th and a docent tour of the Marin County Civic Center designed by renowned architect,
Frank Lloyd Wright on October 25th. Register online at www.el-cerrito.org/onlinereg. For more
information, email recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or call (510) 559-7000.
FREE Monthly Presentations for Seniors
Every month the Recreation Department Adult Programs and Services Division hosts a free
presentation/workshop or demonstration class for seniors at the El Cerrito Community Center
(7007 Moeser Lane). What to Know About Medicare 2023 Presentation is scheduled for October
26. To attend, you must pre-register. Registration online at www.el-cerrito.org/onlinerg by
emailing recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us or by calling (510) 559-7000.
FREE Services for Seniors
The City of El Cerrito Recreation Department partners with outside agencies to provide FREE
support services for seniors in El Cerrito. Senior Peer Counseling services are offered at the El
Cerrito Community Center or the Hana Gardens Senior Center. Contact Abraham Aviles-Scott,
LMFT at (925) 521-5653 or email abran.aviles-scott@cchealth.org to schedule an appointment;
Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program (HICAP) call (925) 655-1393 or email
ehsdhicap@ehsd.cccounty.us to schedule an appointment; and the Lions Center for the Visually
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Impaired, Blind and Low-Vision Discussion Group. Call (925) 432-3013 for meeting dates and
times.
Stay Connected and Share
Facebook: @ecrecreation
Instagram: @ecrecreation
Twitter: @ElCerritoREC
rECnews: email recreation@ci.el-cerrito.ca.us to subscribe
Website: www.el-cerrito.org/recreation

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The City is pleased to offer the following employment opportunities:
• Accountant I
• Aquatics Assistant I & II – Part-Time
• Assistant Gymnastic Coach (Recreation Program Leader) – Part-Time
• Childcare Teacher – Part-Time
• Forklift Operator – Part-Time/On-Call
• Police Officer – Lateral and Academy Graduate
• Police Officer – Recruit
• Recreation Supervisor (Childcare)
• Senior Planner
• Water Aerobics Instructor (Aquatics Specialist I) – Part-Time
For more information about the positions and how to apply, please visit: www.elcerrito.org/jobs.

ATTACHMENTS/FLYERS
•

El Cerrito Free Folk Festival
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